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State Of The Association

Mark Oldenburg

I yield the floor to:

John Bogard Hobson 

Address to Convention 
February 16, 1903

I congratulate you, gentlemen, 
upon the favorable auspices under which you meet here 
today. Your prompt response to the call for a Miners 
Convention proves conclusively that you are here to make 
a united and determined effort to better the conditions 
surrounding the mining industry, and to encourage the 
development of the vast mineral resources of the province.

You are here today for the purpose of organizing a 
Provincial Mining Association, the object of which will 
be to encourage and foster the development of the mining 
industry which must be considered the paramount industry 
of this province.

The association as I understand it, will not be a technical 
one, concerning itself with the science and practice of 
mining; nor a commercial and financial one, concerning 
itself with mining properties and investments; nor should 
it have anything to do with labor problems, nor interfere 
in any way with labor unions. Most of the mining 
organizations of the world have been formed for these 
and similar purposes (with the exception of the California 
Miners Association, which has attained such wonderful 
success). 

This association from its beginning should make united 
effort to secure legislation on behalf of the whole 
mining industry, and otherwise promote and protect the 
legal rights and privileges of miners, prospectors, mine 
owners, and mining investors. In all other matters of 
general importance, it should represent the whole mining 
interest, and express its policy, and this will be the second 
association organized in the world in the general interest 
of the mining industry. It should represent the concentrated 
influence of the population of the province directly and 
indirectly interested in the industry of mining. Its influence 
will be strongly felt in the halls of Parliament and the 
Provincial Legislature.

 Through being composed of men representative of the 
best ability and character in British Columbia mining 
field, by adopting conservative measures and conciliatory 
methods, and working with energy to secure its ends, it 
will attract and maintain the confidence and respect of the 
people. It will do much to improve the present depressed 
condition of the industry and restore confidence to the 
legitimate mining investor, who is required to assist in 
placing the mineral industry of the province on the basis 
for large and profitable production.

“I feel confident, gentlemen, that the association you will 
organize today will maintain its validity so long as there 
is mining done in British Columbia. The success of the 
association cannot fall to be a grand success, and general 
prosperity will surely result.” 
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Spring is in the air!
Mitch Mortensen
It has been an exciting time here at the OMA. 
We have just staked off our first claim as part of our 
membership benefits. Located at km 5 on Mugaha creek 
FSR, No Name City,Tenure#1080806  is available to 
members. A general waver will be uploaded to our website 
with the understanding that it is included as part of your 
membership with the OMA when you signed up. 
A fellow member took it upon himself to go before the 
District of Mackenzie Counsel requesting support for a 
public panning park. In the spirit of cooperation, we at the 
OMA recently (March 15/2021) submitted a request for a 
grant from the district of Mackenzie. It is our intention to 
make “Panning Days”  a public multi day outdoor Covid 
free event. Mark it on your calender Aug 27, 28, 29 as our 
first panning competition. Stay tuned as we work out the 
details. 
Our sincere thanks to the District of Mackenzie. It appears 
we are recommended for $500 to go towards insurance for 
the event. Target budget for the event is $3800.00 so we 
will be open to donations and other means to raise more 
money. We intend to see the event go forward in some 
capacity.
Just recently we filed a request to join the BC Placer 
Miners Association. This is a milestone for us and an 
opportunity to join ranks with other associations within the 
province. The cost to us is $200 per year.
Education seems to be paramount to resolving political 
and environmental tensions regarding placer mining. 
Collectively we all should be doing our part to educate the 
masses as to what we do and how we dot it. People need 
to be made to understand that BC is much further ahead 
than many places in the world in terms of human rights 
and environmental laws. By saying no to mining in BC is 
saying yes to mining in countries with little to no human 
rights or environmental laws. If we are to do it right, we 
have to do it here.
A big thank you to everyone who did the survey. We 
are looking forward to reviewing the report when it is 
released.  Its a confidential report so rest assured no names 
or contact info will be released.
The clock is ticking to get your permits in and, because 
the Ministry is short-handed due to Covid-19, don’t be 
surprised at delays. They also abandoned the new system 
so everything is back to the old one.

President’s Message

Enjoy the benefits of

NUGGET MEMBERSHIP
 A free Business Directory listing in the 

Golden Shovel; 

 A free listing in the OMA Corporate 
Members’ section.

 Access to other OMA member services.

 The pride of helping build and maintain a 
strong voice for the industry.

All for one year, for only $50.
OminecaMiningAssociation@gmail.comO
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Enjoy the benefits of

OMA MEMBERSHIP
 A free subscription to the Golden Shovel; 

 Professional consultation and other 
assistance for your project.

 Access to other OMA member services.

 The pride of helping build and maintain a 
strong voice for the industry.

All for one year, for only $25.
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Everything you hear
Mitch Mortensen 
On August 4, 2014 just after 
midnight, the unthinkable 
happened. A modern hard rock 
mine with modern engineered 
ponds gave way.  8 million cubic 
meters (10 million yards) of 
sediment/tailings and 17 million 

cubic meters of pond water rushed in a massive torrent 
down Hazeltine Creek and into Quesnel Lake.
The sheer magnitude of the event caused widespread 
public outrage. How could such a thing happen with a 
modern mine? While the media spun the story on the 
Liberals watch, they also preyed on the ignorance of the 
populace. 
The Mount Polley Review Panel delivered its final report 
January 30/2015 
https://www.mountpolleyreviewpanel.ca/mount-polley-
review-panel-delivers-final-report
 The Panel concluded that evidence indicates the breach 
was the result of a failure in the foundation of the 
embankment, a failure that occurred in a glaciolacustrine 
(GLU) layer of the embankment’s foundation. 
“The Panel concluded that the dominant contribution 
to the failure resides in the design. The design did not 
take into account the complexity of the sub-glacial and 
pre-glacial geological environment associated with the 
perimeter embankment foundation. As a result, foundation 
investigations and associated site characterization failed 
to identify a continuous GLU layer in the vicinity of 
the breach and to recognize that it was susceptible to 
undrained failure when subject to the stresses associated 
with the embankment.” 
Glaciolacustrine is defined as sediments deposited into 
lakes that have come from glaciers.
Media and environmental groups refer to the spill as 
the “largest environmental mining disaster in Canadian 
history”. Such phrases have led to for example The 
Narwhal referencing BC’s mining laws as ‘Archaic’ 
and reports in 2019 that 30 mining advocacy and law 
organizations presented 70 recommendations to Victoria 
regarding mineral and placer mining. The media spin is 
concerning, and environmental groups continue to ignore 
the facts from our own history. We have some of the best 
regulations already in place to address the environment. 
When the breech happened, I took it upon myself to send 

a report to my MLA on the only comparable piece of 
history available to me. A report written by Peter Mulvihill 
regarding the historic Bullion mine. My intention was for 
the Mt Polley incident to be viewed in its proper context 
and not be blown out of proportion. The subject of concern 
was the amount of mine tailings that slide into Quesnel 
lake and what environmental consequence could be 
expected from sediment in the lake. At that moment I had 
no idea my hope would turn to disappointment and then 
despair that the entire situation became so political.
It has only been recently that I saw a glimmer of science 
over politics. In a July 29/2019 article, The founding 
President and CEO of Geoscience Dr. ‘Lyn Anglin was 
quoted 
 https://www.resourceworks.com/polley-remediation
While this tailings spill incident was very unfortunate, 
and significant in terms of sheer size, the environmental 
impacts have fortunately not been as dire as many had 
feared. The chemical impacts have been very low due to 
the geochemical stability of the Mount Polley tailings. And 
while the physical impact to a 9 km long small creek was 
profound, and it will take years before the creek valley 
has completely re grown, it is good to put this into some 
context. The land area impacted along Hazeltine Creek 
was a narrow, linear corridor, less than 3 square kilometers 
in total. This is undoubtedly much less than the surface 
disturbance associated with 9 km of the Trans Canada 
Highway in Vancouver (not to mention all the development 
on either side of the highway!). 
Her words are a beacon of understanding and people 
should take heed. I would like to support the facts she 
shared regarding the discharge of sediment into Quesnel 
Lake from the Mt Polley spill. I hope by sharing some 
facts on local history in the Likely area we may be able to 
better appreciate the environments resiliency on its own 
terms. Perhaps we can bring a context to the Mt. Polley 
mine spill?
Just down stream of Likely is a historic mine. Known as 
the largest hydraulic mine in North America and possibly 
the world in its day, the Bullion Mine was a placer 
operation developed with hydraulic technology. It operated 
from 1897 to 1942 but its glory days were primarily in 
the first decade of the 20th century and the last half of 
the 1930’s. Its water capacity was a billion cubic feet 
(28 million cubic meters) of water per season. In total it 
is estimated about 220 million tons (168 million cubic 
meters) of sediment was washed into Quesnel river during 

Editorial: Mitch’s Musings

the mine’s lifetime before closing permanently in 1942. 

The Bullion mine is the most exceptional chapter of 
Hydraulic mining technology in North American history. 
The long-term data and information obtained from 
studies regarding sediment discharge into the Quesnel 
river offers a clear perspective of what can be expected 
environmentally long term from the Mt Polley spill into 
the lake. 

Did any of the news reporters stop at the Bullion lookout? 
You must drive past it to go to Likely!

The Quesnel River watershed occupies 225,751 ha. A 
study by Roberta Pedersen in March 1998 identified 
various creeks along the Quesnel river of concern from 
previous logging/mining operations. It should be noted 
that “Harvesting to stream bank” is listed 11 times on 
the various creeks that feed Quesnel river/Lake. This 
description shows historic logging operations may be 
responsible for erosion and destabilization of riparian 
areas. 

Hazzeltine Creek is listed as one of those creeks affected 
by harvesting into the riparian area. It also shows a symbol 
of high priority for re-vegetation of the riparian area! 
This suggests that when the Mt Polley spill occurred 16 
years later, there may already have been an existing risk 
of erosion resulting from historic logging into the riparian 
area.

The lengths Mt Polley have gone to restore Hazzelton 
Creek are nothing short of impressive. The people there 
have displayed a tremendous determination to work with 
science and the environment. They have implemented 
restorative practices. These practices can be applied to 
other streams and rivers to improve the ecology for our 
fish stocks. 

Mt Polley is turning into what could be considered a 
successful failure. An opportunity for science to find 
expression. If these practices can be coupled with suction 
dredging, we may be able to remove excessive sediment 
from our rivers and creeks. By doing so we would be able 
to recover all the minerals including valuable, rare earths 
and harmful minerals like mercury too. After all, we need 
minerals for our civilization, but we also need a balance 
too.

Above -  Photo of the Mt Polley spill from The Narwal. 

Below - Five years later. Photo by Mt Polley
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The Omineca Mining Association 
is a non-profit organization. 

THE OMA MISSION
 EDUCATE the public, government, and 

miners in the importance of mining;

 RAISE AWARENESS about problems and 
solutions in the mining industry and 
government in the Omineca; and

 PROMOTE responsible, environmentally 
sustainable, mining practices, and innovative 
mining methods and solutions.

 ASSIST, SUPPORT, AND ADVOCATE for our 
members.

OminecaMiningAssociation@gmail.com

Editorial: Mitch’s Musings



IN the NEWs:

STOLEN GOLD
A Quesnel, BC miners house 
was broken into Saturday Feb 
20 before dark. There are 1 
ounce wafers and 5 ounce bars 
along with 1 ounce Maple Leaf 
coins anyone seeing any of these 
items being sold please contact 

CST Clark at 250-992-9211 at the Quesnel RCMP know. 
File Number 2021-1250.
Any help would be greatly appreciated

~~~

Road Closures and 
Restrictions (Prince George)
Beaver 7753.1 (May 13, 2013)
Road Closed at 42 km. Washout, no planned repair date
Beaver-Bear Rd 7753.4 (June 1, 2011)
Road closed at 43.6 km. Washout, no repairs planned
Bowron-Indian Point 7141.1 (June 6, 2012)
Road closed at 95.1 km. Bridge removed.
Bowron-Tumuch 7141.2 (August 12, 2013)
Road closed at 45 km. Washouts due to log jam in Everett 
cr
Caine Creek 7694.1 (April 9, 2021)
Road closed at 0 km. Poor road surface
Caine Creek 7694.1 (December 10, 2019)
Washout at 39km.
Castle Creek Mainline 9255.1 (June 1, 2012)
Road closed at 7.2 km. Washed out.
Castle Creek Mainline 9255.1 (June 1, 2012)
Road closed at 12.4 km. Washed out; ATV access only 
beyond this point.
Chehischic 1400 (July 1, 2010)
Road closed at 1415 km due to failed culvert

Chuchinka-Hambone 5506.6 (June 29, 2017)
Road closed at 3351.2 km. Washout, no planned repair 
date
Dave Henry Mainline R14710 (June 1, 2012)
Road closed at 8 km. Washed out.

Docs Lake (Road Permit) (March 17, 2020)
Road closed at 19.5 km for bridge replacement from 
3/17/20 to 3/23/20
Dore South 8493.2 (May 14, 2013)
Road closed at 18.2 km. Log bridge (G3-033) washed out.
Dore South 8493.2 (May 14, 2013)
Washout at 14.5km.
East Twin 9124.1 (August 9, 2015)
Road closed at 7.9 km. Log bridge deactivated.
Greg Creek FSR 5416.01 (May 6, 2018)
Road closed at 14 km. Detour Pelican FSR via 25 km Rd
Greg-Chilako 5416.2 (June 20, 2017)
Road closed at 18.4 km. No access beyond this point. 
Detour Gregg Cr FSR
Goat Milk 8025.2 (October 25, 2018)
Wash out at 21.9 km; passable.
Hodda (Road Permit) (September 1, 2011)
Road closed at 23 km. Closed due to bridge conditions
Holmes River 1749.1 (June 8, 2020)
Road closed at 15 km for bridge replacment from 6/8/20 to 
6/20/20
Lamb Lake (Road Permit) (March 8, 2020)
Road closed at 16.3 km for bridge replacement from 
3/8/20 to 3/16/20
Lower Goat 8015.3 (July 28, 2020)
Bridge unsafe at 3.8km.
McBride Peak 1804.1 (July 28, 2020)
Road slump at 5.5km.
McGregor-Gleason 1817.6 (July 1, 2009)
Road closed at 7.4 km. Washout
McGregor-Herrick 1817.1 (August 10, 2015)
Road closed at 78.8 km. Creek washing out road
McGregor-Herrick 1817.1 (September 4, 2013)
Road closed at 94.7 km. Culvert washout
McGregor-Sande 1817.5 (November 5, 2017)
Road closed at 19.5 km. Brushed in, large mud holes for 
16 km’s
McGregor-Serveried 1817.4 (July 1, 2007)
Road closed at 8.9 km. Washout

Road Closures and 
Restrictions (Prince George) 
Cont.
McLeod-Tsilcoh 1784.1 (June 29, 2017)
Road closed at 1.3 km, no through traffic corridor
Moldowan 7695.1 (April 9, 2021)
Road closed at 3 km.  Poor surface conditions
Mountain View 8513.1 (July 28, 2020)
Road slump at 1.2km.
Portage Canyon 10440.1 (January 7, 2014)
Road closed at 7.5 km. Washout, no planned repair date
Stone Creek 4478.1 (October 1, 2020)
Closed at CN Rail crossing 1km Oct 1 2020 from 8:00 to 
20:00 for repair
Takla Forest Road (September 24, 2018)
Active slide. Detour via Ness Lake Rd and McPhee Rd
Walker 3112.1 (August 17, 2020)
Intermittent delays at the Fraser River bridge Aug 17/20 to 
Aug 24/20 for bridge repairs
Walker 3112.1 (July 28, 2020)
Road closed at 70km. Landslide across road
Willow-Jerry 4843.10 (June 1, 2019)
Road closed at 573.3km. Bridge rated to 0 tonnes. Detour 
via roads east of Hixon.
Willow 4843.01 (July 20, 2020)
Road closed at 185km and 187km. Washout
Willow-Slender 4843.13 (July 10, 2020)
Road closed at 5.5km. Washout

~~

Road Deactivation
Bobtail-Woodland 1771.6 (July 1, 2010)
Deactivated at 7 km. Washout
Bowron-Hagen 7141.4 (July 1, 2000)
Deactivated at 17 km. No access beyond Shannon Cr
Chuchinka-Colbourne 5506.4 (July 1, 2010)
Deactivated at 878.4 km. Reynolds Cr bridge removed

Chuchinka-Table 5506.8 (July 1, 2007)

Deactivated at 1077 km. No access beyond this point

McGregor-Cargill 1817.2 (July 1, 2009)

Deactivated at 17.5 km. No access beyond this point

Road Closures and 
Restrictions (Mackenzie)
No Closures at this time. However,as of 04/20 after speak-
ing with FLNRO, it is understood that most Forest Service 
Roads in the region are in really bad shape. The words 
“closed” were used even in regards to pickups. Emergency 
Response is also compromised from road conditions. Give 
it to June folks before trying to drive these roads.

Province Restricts Travel to 
Within health Regions  
 In conversation with MLA Mike Morris office, if your 
goign to work you will  exempt from this restriction.

IN the NEWs:
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NATURAL RESOURCE DISTRICT ROAD 
SAFETY INFORMATION

Prince George
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/
natural-resource-use/resource-roads/local-
road-safety-information/prince-george-natural-
resource-district-road-safety-information

Mackenzie
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/
natural-resource-use/resource-roads/local-road-
safety-information/mackenzie-road-safety-
information



Kris Liivam
When setting 
up your claim it 
can be easy to 
get distracted by 
the beauty of the 
wilderness you 
surround yourself 
in, but that same 
wilderness can 
change into an 
inferno in an 

instant if the conditions are right. When you are setting up 
your spread, you need to have certain precautions in place 
to make your operation resilient to wildfire. 

In British Columbia, the Wildfire Act and Regulations 
are the governing legislation you need to be aware of. It 
specifies the requirements you need to adhere to in order 
to prevent a fire. This includes having dedicated fire 
watches, fire fighting equipment, communications, burn 
permits, set backs from tree lines, response requirements, 
and many other aspects which are intended to protect you 
and the forest.  As well, BC Worksafe requires anyone who 
may have to fight a wildfire to have S-100 basic wildfire 
training which is a 2 day course (and they read that as 
anyone who is within 300 meters of grasslands or forests). 
It does not take much to cause a wildfire. The Elephant 
Hill Fire of 2017 was determined to have been caused by 

Wildland Fire Risks for Placer Mining Operations in B.C.
a cigarette butt tossed from a vehicle. Hot brakes, trailer 
chains striking rocks, and muffler on your vehicles and 
ATV’s can easily ignite dry grass. However, unattended 
fires are still one of the most avoidable but most common 
causes of forest fires. The BC Government is quite 
unforgiving when it comes to those who cause wildfires. 
BC Conservation Enforcement went after a small logging 
contractor for a fire he caused at a total cost of $15.7 
Million, as they will recover the cost of fire fighting, lost 
stumpage fees, and issue an administrative fine of up to $1 
Million, for good measure. 
When it comes to wildfire risk, one of the major 
misconceptions is that it is the great wall of fire which will 
cause all the damage. In reality, if you have 30 meters of 
clearing between your assets and the tree line, you likely 
will not have much more than superficial damage. The real 
danger comes from the embers which fly ahead of the fire. 
These embers will land in fuels that are susceptible to fire, 
like patio furniture, dried grass and leaves, and fire wood. 
Knowing this you can now make your property much 
more resilient to the threat by simply adding a few basic 
fire tools, researching FireSmart, and downloading the 
provincial wildfire app. 
The Waterax Mark 3 is the work horse of the wildfire 
community, and when coupled with 1 ½” forestry quick 
connect hose, water thieves, plastic Wyes, lay flat garden 
hose, and lawn sprinklers you have the makings of a fire 
protection system that will protect your investment. All, 
you need to do is fire it up and walk away. As well, you 
should have enough hand tools so everyone has one in case 
your operations cause a fire. This includes water back pack 
fire pumps, shovels, Pulaskis, hoes, and a chainsaw. If you 
have a creeping fire approaching, you can create a simple 
fire break by clearing 2x the size of the flame and dig deep 
enough to get past the topsoil and tossing dirt on top of the 
small flames. If the fire is coming at you higher than your 
waist and you do not have heavy equipment you are best 
off evacuating. Insurance will cover your investment, but it 
is not worth your life. 

Quote of the issue

You don’t have to love thy neighbor. You leave the 
bastard alone.     

     - Ben Rumson
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Kris’s Fireside Chat Kris’s fireside chat

Enjoy the benefits of a

GOLD 
MEMBERSHIP
 A free, ¼-page display ad in every 

issue of the Golden Shovel;

 A free Business Directory listing in 
every issue of the Golden Shovel; 

 A free listing for your company in 
the Corporate Members section of 
the Omineca Mining Association 
website.

 Full access to all other Omineca 
Mining Association members’ 
services.

 The pride of helping us build a 
strong voice for the industry, 
together.

All for one year, for $300.
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RELEVANT WILDFIRE REFERENCE LINKS

British Columbia Wildfire Service
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/      
wildfire-status

Wildfire Legislation and Regulations
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/
wildfire-status/about-bcws/governance/
legislation-regulations

FireSmart Canada
https://firesmartcanada.ca



Before The Work Begins - Mine Emergency Response Plan

Dale Colledge 
Before the Work Begins: Mine Emergency Response 
Plan (MERP).   
Spring has arrived.  For some of us, snow has already 
begun to recede, and soon we’ll be heading out to start a 
new season.  Now is the right time to schedule in some 
time to develop or review your Mine Emergency Response 
Plan (MERP).  This article is meant to provide some 
discussion on the topic along with some references and 
resources to help you in developing a MERP that meets the 
Code requirements and is appropriate to your individual 
situation.   Preparing for success includes preparing for the 
unexpected.
What is a Mine Emergency Response Plan (MERP)?
The purpose of a MERP is to prepare personnel to respond 
to emergency situations at a mine location and provide 
information such as: emergency contacts, directions etc., 
to refer to in the event of an emergency.   The size of the 
document, the equipment required (i.e. first aid supplies) 
and how complex the MERP needs to be will vary 
between operations.  A small 2-3 person operation high 
banking using shovels, wheelbarrows and a sluice will 
not generally be as complex a MERP as one designed for 
larger operation with heavy machinery, excavations and 
mechanical equipment onsite.
Why do I need a Mine Emergency Response Plan 
(MERP)?
1. LEGAL.  Having a formal MERP in place and 
filed with the Ministry, is a regulatory requirement for the 
operation of any mine including placer operations in BC.  
The Code lays out some hefty potential administrative 
penalties (“fines”) for non-compliance with the MERP 
requirement. 
“The manager shall develop, and file with the chief 
inspector, a Mine Emergency Response Plan (MERP), 
which shall be kept up to date and followed in the event 

of an emergency…”  Section 3.7.1 Health, Safety and 
Reclamation Code for Mines in British Columbia (2021).
2. PRACTICAL/ETHICAL.  Caring for yourself 
and the folks that are working with you is a common-
sense underpinning of any operation.  Placer work is 
generally conducted in remote locations with a wide 
variety of potential hazards present.  It is prudent and 
ethical to develop a plan to mitigate those hazards and 
establish effective ways to respond to emergencies if they 
arise onsite.  That is the goal of a well thought out and 
developed MERP.
What should a MERP include?
The links at the end of this article will provide you with 
excellent resources for developing a MERP that meets 
the legislative requirements and provides your operation 
with a good functioning plan.  Remember that any safety 
document is designed to be modified and updated as 
operations change, or new hazards or issues present 
themselves.  Hopefully, your season goes well and any 
changes you must make to your MERP relate to expanding 
your operation due to successes.  
Health, Safety and Reclamation Code for Mines in 
British Columbia (2021) establishes nine components 
to a MERP.  These components (along with short 
descriptions) are as follows:
1. Mine/Operation Information – Basic information 
regarding the mine, management, location, type and 
number of workers.
2. Hazard Analysis – What could go wrong or what 
could present a risk to workers or the environment during 
operations.  For example:

a. Fire/Explosion
b. Injury/Illness
c. Environmental (i.e. flood/fire)
d. Weather/Climate
e. Equipment failure
f. Spills
g. Communication barriers
h. Evacuation barriers

3. Emergency Equipment – This might include items 
like fire fighting gear (see Kris Livraam’s article), first aid 
supplies, rescue gear and survival supplies.  Consider both 
the regulatory requirements such as minimum first aid 

Practical Safety Advice

requirements and practical considerations like emergency 
food, water and shelter. 
4. Trained Personnel – Who on your worksite will 
be designated as trained emergency personnel (i.e. first 
aid, fire fighting, rescue).  What are the minimum required 
levels of First Aid for your site (link below)?  What other 
resources are available in the case of emergency (BC 
Ambulance, Search and Rescue, Conservation Officer, 
RCMP)?
5. Implementation of MERP and Incident 
Command – In case of an emergency your MERP needs 
to clearly outline the steps to be taken, who to contact, who 
is in charge on site and how communications will work 
(cell phone, radio, sat phone).
6. Directions to the Worksite – This should provide 
very clear instructions that allow emergency services to 
travel to your location as well as GPS coordinates for the 
worksite.
7. Contact List(s) – This is designed as a quick 
reference page.  When things go wrong, this page is a 
very handy resource to find the individuals/organizations 
you need to reach out to pronto.  It should include contact 
information for relevant management and emergency 
personnel onsite as well as external services or agencies 

that may need to be contacted in case of an emergency.  

8. Training – Where applicable, the MERP should 
establish what training is required for the worksite location 
and how that training will be provided to workers onsite.

9. Records – This section is designed to keep 
copies of all relevant records related to MERP established 
requirements.  For example, a copy of your designated first 
aid provider(s) ticket(s) would be a record item to add in 
this section.

Summary.

This article is intended as an overview of Mine Emergency 
Response Plan (MERP) requirements and development.  
Whether this is your first season at a new claim or another 
year at an existing location it is essential to take the time 
to prepare a MERP that reflects your operations needs.  
Taking the time to plan for emergencies pays off in a 
worst-case scenario but it also has direct benefits to your 
operation by helping to plan ways to prevent incidents 
from occurring.  When we take time to prepare and to plan 
our job we tend to succeed.

Practical Safety Advice
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RELEVANT MERP REFERENCE LINKS

Health, Safety and Reclamation Code for Mines in British Columbia (2021)
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/mineral-exploration-
mining/documents/health-and-safety/code review/feb2021_health_safety_reclamation_
code_2021_rev.pdf

MERP Guidelines
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/mineral-exploration-
mining/documents/health-and-safety/code-review/merp_guideline_2017_revision_final.pdf

Basics of a Mine Emergency Response Plan (MERP)
www.llbc.leg.bc.ca/public/PubDocs/bcdocs/461457/MERP_Basics.pdf

Minimum First Aid Requirements for British Columbia:
www.worksafebc.com/en/health-safety/create-manage/first-aid-requirements
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The Kettle Valley Railroad, B.C. - THe Wreck at Jessica
Sally Bland
This poem is a true story. 
It happened on the Kettle 
Valley Railroad in B.C., 
which was designed and 
supervised by the C.P.R.’s 
Andrew McCullough and 
completed in 1916. Getting 
in the correct surnames and 
other details was a challenge 
in rhyming and meter. I 
was going for a train-like 

chug -chug rhythm and a story voice similar to a Robert 
Service poem. I gleaned most of the information from 
old newspaper articles and journal entries in scrapbooks 
at McCullough Lake Resort back when I lived nearby in 
Beaverdell, BC. Hope some will find it interesting.
The Wreck at Jessica
September fifth, nineteen twenty-six, a day of doom and 
mystery,
That Sunday morn would soon see born a tale in railway 
history. 
A silver sheen lay cast on the green, the breeze blew crisp 
and cold,
The hills were kissed with a shimmering mist of tamarack 
glimmering gold. 
The Mountain Ash, with scarlet cache, flecked the stands 
of spruce and pine,
Aspens swayed and sunbeams played along the Kettle 
Valley Line.
A skiff of snow, glimpsed from below, glinted silver in the 
sun 
and steel rails gleamed as an engine steamed,– number 
thirty-four-O-one. 
An engineer out of Brookmere, – Bob Marks was hogger 
that day,
with a seasoned crew, all of whom knew the Coquihalla’s 
treacherous ways.
With bridges and trestles, they’d have to wrestle using 
judgement and skill,
climbing surely upgrade, with attention paid to keeping the 
pace downhill.
There were twenty cars, hauling lead bars, and zinc and 
silver too
from mines underground to the Orient bound, manned by a 

five-man crew.
Up a steep grade, plugged the steel parade to Coquihalla 
station—
a routine run, with two thousand tons, and Hope as their 
destination. 
Through mountainous realm, Bob Marks held the helm, 
guiding his engine uphill–
Ray Letts shoveled coal as the train upward rolled and 
slowly climbed higher still.
Ollie Johnston, a Nordic son, with Mick Stringer manned 
the brakes that day,
Conductor Jack Quinn, watched the air gauge within, and 
so far all seemed okay. 
Beside J.C. Quinn, rode ol’ Clapperton, or “Smoky” as he 
was known,
An engineer too, admiring the view, deadheading to Hope 
on his own.
From the “crow’s nest”, the spot he liked best, the cupola 
atop the caboose–
some hoboes he spied, hitching a ride, and some transient 
boys on the loose.
Quinn surveyed the scene, that morning serene, backlit by 
skies crystal blue, –
of this crew of five, only one would survive before this trip 
was through!
Every now and again, these practiced trainmen let a plume 
of steam on the breeze,
over rivers and creeks, through valleys and peaks, they 
managed the steamer with ease.
It was all uphill, an arduous drill, those first eighteen miles 
or so– 
but there was dispatched, and fast attached an engine with 
nine cars in tow.
Now from the rear, this engineer pushed the burdened 
freighter upgrade, -
John Osborne by name drove this helper train, with 
fireman Barwick to aid.
At the “Coq”, in a cloud of smoke, the train puffed into 
view,
a scheduled stop at the mountain top, for there was much 
to do!
Water and air were checked with care before the downhill 

roll,
the brakes inspected, and next connected a dozen more 
cars of coal!
The remaining stretch, as they wound west, lay down-
grade more than four per cent,
perilously steep, over canyon deep, -a twisting, tortuous 
descent!
The stations were named after characters famed in the 
plays of William Shakespeare–
there was Juliet and Romeo, Portia, Iago, Jessica, Othello 
and Lear.
Eleven more miles, then they stopped awhile at tiny Iago 
station.
Ten minutes they took as by the book of CPR regulations–
for the brakes to cool, as per the rule, before descending 
the hill. 
Then the light flashed white and they chugged out of sight 
as Marks blew a parting quill.
But it wasn’t long, before things went wrong, as the train 
gathered speed that morning.
Marks tried the brakes, but they wouldn’t take, so he 
blasted an urgent warning.
“I have no air!,- We haven’t a prayer, so bail and I’ll 
understand”
then he grabbed a stick and climbed up quick, to set the 
brakes by hand.
Now in the caboose, all hell broke loose when those 
gauges showed no air!
Conductor Jack, taken aback, grabbed a club and breathed 
a prayer.
He handset the brakes, midst horrific quakes, then scaled 
the next car without fear!
He set those too, though inside he knew that the end of the 
line was near.
The two brakemen joined J.C.Quinn astride the careening 
runaway train;
With nimble feet, they fought defeat, but their efforts 
would prove in vain.
Through Portia they flew, as the whistle blew doing ninety 
miles an hour!
There Ray Letts leaped, onto cinders heaped just past the 
water tower.
He stood up dazed, much amazed that he’d somehow 
survived the fall –
in the days ahead, he never once said, anything he could 

recall
about the terror ,whether human error or whether some 
booze was to blame;
to his dying day, he had nothing to say, hence Clammy 
became his new name.
Smoky then warned John Osborne that the train ahead was 
in trouble!
To his cab he lurched and excitedly urged that the helper 
train be uncoupled.
Brave young Barwick grabbed a “stick” and crawled to the 
hitch on the speeding caboose,
then angle-cock closed ,he next broke the hose, pulled the 
pin and the helper came loose.
Down the track with the throttle back flew the train and the 
crew under Marks,
smoke poured from the wheels with hideous squeals and 
red hot showers of sparks.
Oh what a sight, the terrible plight of the desperately 
struggling crew, –
Smoky watched it swerve as it hit the curve when Jessica 
came into view.
Osborne moaned when Johnston was thrown, for Ollie was 
the first to go.
The rest hung on, but not for long as the runaway plunged 
to the canyon below.
For miles around the hellish sound pealed through the 
gorge and frost swept hills
The oil caught fire, the flames leaped higher,– an inferno 
raged through September’s chill.
Nothing was left to loved ones bereft of their husbands, 
fathers and sons,
by fire consumed , there was little exhumed from the 
smouldering rubble of 2000 tons.
A few buttons of brass, bone fragments and ash, a 
jackknife and buckles and such
and fused to the steel of one brake-wheel, charred fingers 
curled in a ghastly clutch.
And all the spoils from miner’s moils, to the earth were 
now returned 
the zinc and the gold, the oil and the coal, all mingled, 
molten and burned.
To this day none can say, how many lives were lost in the 
flames–
there were 4 of the crew, and several more who rode to 
their death without names.
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A watch of gold as good as told the spot where Marks had 
lost his life
that he’d stood by his post ‘til he gave up the ghost was no 
comfort to his wife.
She had just remarried, having previously buried her 
trainman husband Jack–
both men she’d cherished, now both had perished on the 
Kettle Valley’s tracks.
Now there are no rails, but just a trail along the Kettle 
Valley Line
the age of steam and McCullough’s dream forever lost to 
time.
Cyclists ride and hikers stride the path where trains flew 
down the grade
Daisies sway as sunbeams play,-and like wild roses, 
memories fade. - Sally Bland 
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The Last Spike and the Bullion Mine Predecessor
Wendy Tilden Quick
In British Columbia the value 
of hydraulic placer mining 
was demonstrated by John B. 
Hobson who did more than any 
other with this technique. The 
exploration of the extensive 
fields in the Cariboo district 
involved the Canadian Pacific 
Railway and its Directors. 
Hobson was sent an invitation 
by the company’s directors 

in 1892. He consequently formed two companies, The 
Consolidated Cariboo Hydraulic Mining Company, 
situated in the Quesnel River, and the Horsefly Hydraulic 
Mining Company, on the Horsefly River. The Consolidated 
Cariboo Hydraulic Mining Company was the predecessor 
of the Bullion Pit Mine.
The records of the Canadian Pacific Railway show a 
number of men that were on the board of directors at that 
time when the invitation was sent to Hobson. We would 
like to highlight and feature a few of them in the next 
paragraphs.
W.C. Van Horne- President CPR, (Director)
William Cornelius Van Horne was born in 1843 in the state 
of Illinois, U.S.A. He was the son of Cornelius Van Horne 
and Mary Minier Richards. Cornelius studied law at Union 
College, but ventured West with his family to pursue his 
fortune in farming. He eventually abandoned farming and 
returned to the practice of law and moved to Joliet, Illinois. 
Cornelius was elected Joliet’s first mayor because of 
achieving the city’s first charter.
At the age of 14, W.C. Van Horne began working on 
railroads at various capacities on the Illinois Central 
Railroad. He subsequently went on to work for the 
Chicago and Alton Railway, serving as General 
Superintendent (1878-1879). He was appointed General 
Manager of the C.P.R in 1882, Vice President in 1884, and 
President in 1888. And finally became Chairman of the 
board in 1899. He was famous for being in charge of the 
major construction of the first Canadian Transcontinental 
Railway line. Under his leadership the project was 
completed in under half of the time. He convinced 
directors to create the telegraph service express freight 
service. Van Horne was knowledgeable in the operating of 
a locomotive and almost every other aspect of the railway 
industry. Due to his wealth, he became an investor of the 
Cuba Railroad Company. He was responsible in the launch 
of the sea transport division of C.P.R, with the inclusion of 

the Empress luxury liners. Van Horne was in charge of the 
hotel business, designing the Chateau Frontenac in Quebec 
City, and Chateau Lake Louise. Van Horne married Lucy 
Hurd in 1867 and the couple had 3 children. 
Sir William Van Horne purchased a house in 1889 that was 
later called Van Horne Mansion of Montreal. He served 
as Governor of Mc Gill University from 1895-1915. Van 
Horne was the first to purchase artworks by members 
of the French impressionist movement, he himself was 
a painter. William Van Horne died in 1915 and was 
interred in Joliet, Illinois. He was made honorary Knight 
Commander of the Order of St. Michael and St. George on 
Queen Victoria’s birthday. In 1999, he was inducted into 
the North America Railway Hall of Fame.
Baron T. G. Shaughnessy- Vice President CPR, (Director)
Thomas George Shaughnessy was born on October 6, 
1853 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He was the son of Tom 
Shaughnessy a Lieutenant of the Milwaukee Police 
Department, and Mary Kennedy. His father Tom was 
born in Ireland and came to the U.S. during the 1840 
“Great Famine.” T.G. Shaughnessy attended business 
college briefly, but went to work at the age of 16 for the 
Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad as a clerk, and then as a 
bookkeeper. In 1875 he served in the Militia as adjutant. 
He was appointed as a purchasing agent of what is now 
called Milwaukee Road, and then appointed as storekeeper. 
Shaughnessy traveled to Montreal in 1882 to work for the 
C.P.R. He was described as fashionable well-dressed, and 

SIR WILLIAM CORNELIUS VAN HORNE
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alert young man. He became known for his tight controls 
and scrutiny of expenditures and purchases. Shaughnessy 
became Assistant General Manager of C.P.R in 1885, 
Assistant President in 1889, and in 1891 became Director 
and Vice President. During his leadership the expansion 
of the C.P.’s steamship services became one of the world’s 
major shipping owners. Tourism was promoted that 
included the building of company owned hotels, chalets, 
mountain camps. All were held with Shaughnessy’s 
meticulous standards for cleanliness. The C.P.R. under 
the direction of Shaughnessy controlled the Consolidated 
Mining and Smelting Company of Canada (aka as 
Cominco in Trail), and the Crow’s Nest Pass Railway.
Although the C.P.R.’s mileage in Western Canada had 
doubled, the Canadian Northern Railway and the Grand 
Trunk Railroad sought subsidiaries to compete with 
C.P.R.  Shaughnessy created the Board of Railway 
Commissioners. He was a strong backer of the Empress 
War during World War 1, putting C.P.R. resources behind 
it. His younger son Alfred Thomas Shaughnessy, was 
killed in action serving the CEF in France. Mr. T. G. 
Shaughnessy resigned from C.P.R. as President in 1918 
but remained as Chairman of the Board until his death on 
December 10, 1923. Vancouver’s prestigious neighborhood 
is named after T.G. Shaughnessy. He received the title 
Knight Bachelor in 1901, Order of the Sacred Treasure 
of the 2nd Class, Japan 1909, Knight Commander of the 
Royal Victorian Order 1907, Knight of Grace, Order of St. 
John 1910, and Baron Shaughnessy in 1916.

Baron D. A. Smith- C.P.R. (Director) “The Last Spike.”
Donald Alexander Smith was born on August 6th, 1820 
in Forres, Scotland, was the son of Alexander Smith 
and Barbara Stuart. He married Isabella Hardisty. They 
had one daughter who died in 1919. After attending 
Forres Academy he worked as a town clerk. He sought 
employment with the Hudson’s Bay Company and was 
hired as an apprentice clerk in Lachine. He was made 
famous during the first Riel Rebellion when he was sent 
to negotiate with Riel at Red River. He secured a position 
on the Executive Council of the Northwest Territories and 
was further elected to Manitoba’s Assembly. Smith served 
as M.P. for Manitoba, and sat for Montreal West. He got 
interested in business and became a leading railroader 
and purchased the St. Paul-Minneapolis and Manitoba 
Railway Company with George Stephen. In 1880, the 
two men dominated the syndicate to construct the C.P.R. 
Smith was appointed as High Commissioner to London in 
1896, he served until 1914. In 1897, he became the Baron 
Strathcona and Mount Royal.
An article by Ingenium, Canada’s Museum of Science and 
Innovation, Canadian Pacific Railway, states. “It took two 
swings for the Canadian Pacific Railway (C.P.R) Financier 
and Director Donald A. Smith to drive the final spike in 
Canada’s Transcontinental Railway. Smith represented 
CPR executives at a small ceremony on November 7th, 
1885 at Craigellachie, BC.” The last spike signaled 
the completion of the C.P.R and remains the symbol of 
national unity in Canada. It fulfilled an 1871 commitment 
made by the Federal Government to British Columbia that 
a railway be built joining the Pacific province to Central 
Canada. This fulfillment included a transcontinental 
railway being a major factor in B.C. joining the Canadian 
Confederation. 
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Improving With Depth
At Eighty Feet Silver Standard Shaft shows Thirty Inches 
Of Gray Copper Ore Assaying Nearly Eight Hundred 
Dollars a Ton

~~~
Sinking continues in the Silver Standard shaft, and 
satisfactory progress is being made, in a depth of over 
eighty feet having been gained. The ore continues to 
improve in grade, that now showing in the bottom of the 
shaft running well up in the bonanza class.
Early in hte week specimens were brought into town and 
placed on exhibition, attractin a great deal of attention. 
Assays showed a total value of $798 a ton. The ore, of 
which there is reported to be a 30 inch streak in the shaft, 
is of the most attractive appearance, being composed 
mainly of gray copper, with some galena and a little zinc. 
The increasing values obtained as depth is gained make the 
property look like a money maker.
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BC, Latin America and the Monroe Doctrine
Published February 2, 2019 in TheOrca.ca

Daniel Marshall

How close did British Columbia 
come to US annexation? Closer 
than you think.

Venezuelan President Nicolas 
Maduro recently accused the United 
States of plotting a coup against 

him. Regardless of how accurate or justified that may be, 
this has led some pundits to openly wonder whether the 
Monroe Doctrine is about to be dusted off.

What is the Monroe Doctrine? During the 19th century, 
President James Monroe asserted a U. S. protectorate over 
the entire western hemisphere. This policy declared that 
any involvement of European nations in North, Central, 
and South American countries would be viewed as “the 
manifestation of an unfriendly disposition toward the 
United States.”

Subsequent presidents such as Ulysses S. Grant, Theodore 
Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy, and Ronald Reagan have 
maintained this position, and their perceived right to be 
involved in the affairs of their “backyard.”

Latin American countries were not the only ones 
potentially affected by the United States’ Imperial gaze. In 
fact, during the mid-19th century, both British Columbia 
and Nicaragua became preoccupied with the threat of 

potential annexation as encouraged by two American 
agitators with a shared history of urging United States 
expansion.

Those two agitators had another, very different, shared 
history – for a time, they were co-editors of the San 
Francisco Herald newspaper.

They were John Nugent, and General William Walker, the 
notorious filibusterer who led militias in the takeover of 
Nicaragua. During the 1858 Gold Rush, President James 
Buchanan appointed Nugent as Special U.S. Agent to the 
Fraser River to assert and protect American interests.

Nugent’s appointment was feared by many as indicative of 
possible American intentions to annex British Columbia; 
especially so, when he invoked the United States’ 
Nicaragua Policy with regard to “protecting” American 
citizens in B.C.

Nugent argued that Americans had been denied proper 
justice, and that the Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC) had 
been supplying their Indigenous allies with weapons to 
protect against the incursion of American gold seekers.

The close association of the HBC with their longstanding 
Indigenous trade allies was always suspect in the eyes 
of many Americans steeped in the notions of Manifest 
Destiny.

The Infamous American Filibusterer William Walker’s Execution in 
Nicaragua, 1860

Nugent’s unpublished orders from U.S. Secretary of State 
Lewis Cass expressed great interest in the gold deposits 
of the Fraser River. The feeling in California was “that 
Uncle Sam sadly blundered when he yielded Lewis Cass’ 
ultimatum of ‘54° 40’’.” 
Cass, who had urged the annexation of Texas and the 
whole of the Oregon Territory, as well as the occupation of 
Mexico, advised Nugent accordingly:
“the President desires to be accurately informed with 
respect both to the locality and extent of these discoveries, 
the mode in which they are improved…the quality of the 
gold discovered…means of access to the gold region…
and generally all information on that subject of a reliable 
character.”
Nugent’s appointment was greeted by the San Francisco 
Bulletin with total disdain. “That he will permit the 
occasion of his official career to pass without getting 
Brother Jonathan into a collision with John Bull, is hardly 
possible.”
“Americans and Englishmen cannot mix,” asserted a letter 
writer to the Bulletin, “and but little will be needed there 
on Frazer river to provoke a crisis – a sort of independent 
California fight which will involve the two nations, even if 
the British cruisers on the other side do not.”
With the discovery of Fraser River gold, friction between 
British and American navy ships commenced off the coasts 

General Willialm Walker

of Cuba, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and Panama.
In the summer and fall of 1858, the British Navy had 
taken upon itself to haul over U.S. vessels, searching them 
for both slaves (having outlawed slavery) and American 
filibusters.
American officials were incensed with what they regarded 
as the high-handed practices of the British government to 
patrol the American hemisphere to prohibit the trade in 
slaves.
One agitated American looked forward to the day when 
miners bound for the Fraser River “might become the 
conquerors of Vancouver Island,” believing that his fellow 
citizens would “thunder a welcome to the new State of 
Vancouver.”
If anything, the British naval decision to conduct a right 
of search aboard American vessels served to fuel the 
filibustering mood among American communities along 
the Pacific Slope. An even greater provocation came 
later, with British plans to support the Nicaraguan and 
Costa Rican governments against the filibustering raids of 
General William Walker.
Though Britain was about to relinquish its territorial claim 
to the Moskito Protectorate, their departure was forestalled 
by the discovery of gold on the Fraser River. The Central 
American routes gained more importance to British 
interests with the creation of the Crown Colony of British 
Columbia.
As the American minister to Britain, G.M. Dallas, 
hypothesized to Lewis Cass, “the discovery of the golden 
sands in Frazer River, leading to the creation of the new 
colony of British Columbia, has increased the solicitude of 
Isthmian routes of transit.”
With the goldfields of the Fraser River seemingly offering 
untold riches beyond those of California, British interests 
required a strong presence in Central America. With the 
appointment of John Nugent, the actions of the Royal 
Navy off Nicaragua sent a strong message: regardless 
of the self-serving pretensions of the Monroe Doctrine, 
whether in Nicaragua or potentially in British Columbia, 
filibustering would be met with strong opposition.
James McIntosh, the Commander-in-Chief of the U.S. 
Home Squadron, felt the inspection of his ships by a 
foreign power was an invasion of national sovereignty.
Writing aboard the flagship USS Roanoke off the coast of 
San Juan del Norte, McIntosh informed the Secretary of 
the U.S. Navy, Isaac Toucey:
“It looks like a renewal of the scenes which lately occurred 
around the Island of Cuba, changed only to filibusters 
for Africans. You may rely on my taking prompt and 
efficient measures to protect the honor of our flag should 
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it become necessary; and, if really her Britannic Majesty’s 
officers have instructions to board and examine American 
merchant ships for filibusters, under the very guns of the 
ships of my squadron, the time must be very short before 
the most serious consequences may be anticipated.”

McIntosh was of the opinion that the British Navy had 
abrogated the terms of the Clayton-Bulwer Convention, 
agreed to by both countries, which stipulated that “neither 
will ever erect or maintain any fortifications commanding 
the same, or in the vicinity thereof, or occupy, or fortify, 
or colonize, or assume or exercise any Dominion over 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, the Mosquito [Moskito] Coast, or 
any part of Central America.”

Yet, the American commander was to have a frank 
discussion with a British officer who “distinctly declared 
that England had never abandoned the protectorate.”

Fraser River gold had undoubtedly delayed Britain’s 
departure.

General M.M. McCarver, a member of the California 
legislature, gave as his considered opinion that the 
discovery of gold on the Fraser River “on the line which 
divides the territory of two of the most powerful nations 
on earth…may be the means of producing blood as well as 
gold.”

There were reports as far away as England that Walker 
himself might have “possible intentions in British 

US Secretary of State Lewis Cass

The Flagship USS Roanoke

Columbia on the part of the Americans – with or without 
direct support from their Gov’t.”As it was, the determined 
stance of the Royal Navy off the coasts of both B.C. and 
Nicaragua thwarted American ambitions. With Cass’ 
Nicaraguan directive being applied to the colonies of 
Vancouver Island and British Columbia, little wonder that 
Britain reinforced its presence in Central America.
Luckily for Governor James Douglas, Nugent determined 
that the richness and extent of British Columbia gold 
was limited, and did not warrant the continued influx of 
American miners. Had it been otherwise, American policy 
may have favoured annexation.
Nugent concluded:
The Americans, it is true, were in 
sufficient force any time within the 
first six months to make successful any 
movement on their part towards the 
seizure of the colonies. . . It is true that, 
in all probability, both will eventually 
cease to be under European control.
Their ultimate accession to the 
American possessions on the Pacific 
coast is scarcely problematical – but 
in the meantime their intrinsic value 
either of locality, soil, climate, or 
productions, does not warrant any 
effort on the part of the American 
government or the American people 
towards their immediate acquisition.
British Columbia escaped a possible 
American takeover, but 160 years 
later, the Monroe Doctrine still hasn’t 
entirely disappeared into history. 

~~
A fifth-generation British Columbian, 
Daniel Marshall is an author, professor, 
curator, documentarian, and researcher 
focusing on British Columbia’s relatively 
untold but rich history. He is a recognized 
leader and award-winning researcher 
on historic Native-Newcomer relations, 
and their evolution and implications on 
Aboriginal rights today. 

His award-winning documentary, Canyon 
War: The Untold Story, has aired on 
Knowledge Network, APTN, and PBS. His 
latest book, Claiming the Land: British 
Columbia and the Making of a New El 
Dorado, is available in bookstores across 
B.C.
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John B Hobson
A Pioneer’s Reminiscences
   Mr. James Moore, “the Pioneer 
of Pioneers,” who came from 
San Francisco with the first party 
of gold-hunters to the Fraser 
River in 1858, and who has 
remained in Cariboo District all 
these thirty-eight years, being 
now in the employ of Mr. J. B. 

Hobson, manager of the Cariboo Hydraulic Mine, has 
kindly furnished me with the facts regarding the first gold 
excitement in British Columbia, and the events that led to 
the discovery of the rich gold fields of the Horsefly and 
Quesnelle Rivers, the Antler, Lightning, and the famous 
Williams Creek, upon which this article is based. In 
February, 1858, the Hudson’s Bay Company’s steamer 
“Otter” arrived in San Francisco from Victoria, B.C. Mr. 
Holt, the purser of the “Otter,” brought some gold dust 
with him, to be coined or run into a bar at the United States 
Mint in San Francisco. This gold had been obtained from 
the Indians who lived and hunted along the banks of the 
Thompson River, a tributary of the mighty Fraser.
Excitement in San Francisco
   The report that gold had been found on the Fraser and 
its tributaries soon got noise around San Francisco, and 
a small party of prospectors, James Moore amongst the 
number, started for the Eldorado in March, 1858. This 
party ascended the Fraser River and discovered rich pay 
at Hill’s Bar, one and a half miles below Fort Yale. In 
April, 1858, this party sent letters to their friends in San 
Francisco containing samples of gold dust. The receipt 
of these letters from the pioneer party and the gold dust 
caused the greatest excitement ever known in California. 
The entire population of San Francisco—merchants, 
capitalists, business men [businessmen] of all descriptions, 
as well as the ever-present gamblers—were alike seized by 
the insane desire to sell out their businesses, their homes, 
and any other property they were possessed of, for any 
sum that would bring them and their outfit to the golden 
banks of the Fraser. Pieces of valuable real estate on 
Kearney and Montgomery streets, and in other desirable 
locations in San Francisco, were sold for less than the 
cost of the improvements by the excited people in their 
haste to get to the new gold fields. It is needless to dwell 
upon the many trials and hardships of these pioneers to 
British Columbia. A comparatively small number reached 
their goal and succeeded beyond their most sanguine 

expectations; many fell by the wayside, and many more 
returned to their deserted homes in California—sadder, 
poorer, but wiser men.
  The pioneer party at Hill’s Bar continued their work there 
until 1859, when some of the party went up the Fraser to 
the Quesnelle River, where a number of rich bars were also 
found and worked with good results. Charlie Snyder and 
two other prospectors discovered Snyder’s Bar on the main 
Quesnelle River. From which they took out $1,700.00 
worth of gold dust in one day, and for many days thereafter 
met with almost equal success. Hyde’s Bar, McDonald’s 
Bar, and many other paying bars too numerous to mention 
here were also struck on the Quesnelle River. This 
same year-1859- another party struck out overland and 
discovered the Horsefly River, and there also found good 
diggings on the bars and benches. Ira Crow and six other 
miners worked on the Horsefly   River, opposite what is 
now the Horsefly Hydraulic Mining Company’s property. 
About the same time another party composed of James 
Moore, Henry Ingram, and four others, arrived on the 
Horsefly and discovered the celebrated Blue Lead deposit 
of auriferous gravel at the place now covered by the 
Harper lease, which lease was sold in 1895 to the Horsefly 
Gold Mining Company, of which R. T. Ward, of San 
Francisco, is manager.
   Rich bars were also discovered on the North and South 
Forks of the Quesnelle River the same year. The next year-
1860-Keithley Creek was discovered by George Weaver 
and party. Harvey Creek was struck by George Harvey and 
his party, and about the same time, Goose Creek, Duck 
Creek and Snowshoe Creek were also discovered in the 
fall of 1860. 
The Rush to Cariboo
About the same time Captain Lowen, George Weaver, and 
“Siwash” McDonald left Keithley Creek and went over 
the Bald Mountain on a prospecting tour, and discovered 
the diggings at Antler Creek. The news of this discovery 
did not leak out until 1861, in the spring, and caused a 
stampede from the forks of Quesnelle, which was then the 
headquarters for mining in that part of Cariboo District. In 
1861 the celebrated Williams Creek, the richest diggings 
ever discovered in the world, was found by a man known 
as “Dutch Bill”. Many claims were taken up on this 
creek, many of them paying dividends of from $20,000 
to $60,000 a year, and one man named Cameron left the 
country after a year’s work with $150,000 in gold dust. 
The size of the claims then was one hundred feet square 
to the man. Lowhee Creek was discovered by Dick 
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First Gold Excitment
Willoughby and party. Lightning Creek, Last Chance, 
Grouse Creek and several other similar gold-bearing 
creeks were found about the same time. All the diggings 
on these creeks paid well. Money was abundant, gambling 
and dissipation of all kinds were the order of the day. No 
thought of the morrow entered the heads of the miners and 
the same story of the pioneers of ‘49 in California has to 
be told of the miners in Cariboo, that many of them left 
the country without a dollar, and that many remained in 
the country and are alive and working for small wages or 
living on the bounty of their friends.
   Most of the claims on the above mentioned creeks were 
what is known as “drifting” claims. A shaft would be sunk 
to bed-rock and the bottom strata taken out and washed, 
the ground for the workings being held up by timbers. It 
is said that the largest amount taken out of any one claim 
in twenty-four hours’ working was taken out of the Diller 
claim on Williams Creek, where two men, working on the 
face of the drift, cleaned up 204 pounds avoirdupois of 
gold in twenty-four hours, or a value exceeding $52,000. 
The Diller claim, consisting of 300 feet of ground, paid 
about $300,000 in all.
Worked Out Claims
   The more accessible of the above mentioned claims have 
been pretty well worked out in the vicinity of Barkerville, 
but vast areas of ground have remained practically 
unexplored along the Fraser, Horsefly and Quesnelle 
Rivers and other mountain streams, which await but 
capital and intelligent exploration to develop into paying 
properties.
   We now go back to the original party of miners at 
Hill’s bar in 1858, whose trials and tribulations will make 
interesting reading alike to the old pioneers who may scan 
these pages and to that younger generation to whom the 
early history of the settlement of the Province is ever an 
engrossing study. One day, while the party were working 
away with their rockers on the bar a boat belonging to 
Captain Taylor arrived with a load of whiskey which he 
was selling to the Indians for $5.00 worth of gold dust per 
bottle. Many of them became drunk, and the white men on 
the bar, fearing for their lives, offered to purchase all the 
whiskey he had aboard for his own price. He declined the 
offer, so the miners, taking the law into their own hands 
marched down to the boat one morning with their guns 
at full cock, and while a few of them stood guard over 
the captain, the others broke in the heads of the casks and 
emptied the whiskey into the Fraser River, giving Captain 
Taylor an hour in which to get out of sight, which he lost 
no time in doing. The Indians on the bar numbered about 
300 to thirty whites, and some action of this extreme 
nature was necessary to avoid an outbreak on the part of 
the aborigines.

Trouble with Indians
   After this incident some of the worst Indians in the band 
became discontented and inclined to be rather ugly. One 
day one of them took a pick belonging to one of the white 
men and upon his refusing to return it the owner of the 
pick broke a shovel over the head of Mr. Indian. Of course, 
this precipitated a row in camp. The Indians formed by 
themselves with their muskets and the whites a short 
distance away armed for what might occur. The Chief of 
the tribe being present got on a stump and made a long 
speech in his native language, urging his braves on to a 
slaughter of the whites. Whilst the whites were standing 
their ground bravely, but fearing the worst, a barge of 
the man-of-war “Satellite” hove in sight around the bend 
of the river, with Governor Douglas and the captain of 
the “Satellite” and a dozen blue-jackets on board. If ever 
visitors were welcome, Governor Douglas and his barge 
load of British marines were welcome to this little party 
of whites whom they arrived in the nick of time to save 
from annihilation. When the Governor landed on the bar 
the marines fired a salute in his honour. They stated their 
grievance to him and he persuaded the Indians to leave 
the bar and go to Fort Yale, where a small Hudson’s Bay 
trading post was established and pacified the Indians by 
giving them a “blow out” of hard tack and molasses. No 
further trouble was experienced by the whites on Hill’s Bar 
with the Indians. On Governor Douglas’ second visit to 
the bar, about six weeks later, he appointed the first Justice 
of the Peace, George Perrier. At this time the miners were 
making from $100 to $150 a day with rockers.
   Shortly after the Governor’s first visit the little party had 
a visit from “Billy” Ballou, a California expressman, who 
was so well pleased with their prospects that he started the 
pioneer express of British Columbia. Of course, the miners 
all gave him lots of samples of gold dust to be conveyed to 
their friends in San Francisco, the receipt of which caused 
the greatest excitement California ever knew. 
Bloody Edwards
   All the miners on the bar were American citizens, except 
one, who was familiarly known as “Bloody Edwards,” 
who was a great favorite with all the boys, and whenever 
they got feeling jolly over a fresh arrival of the juice of the 
barley they would try to make an American of Edwards, 
but it was no go with him. He told them he was content 
to be a “bloody good Englishman,” and always wound 
up the argument by giving “three bloody good cheers” 
for the Queen. Edwards had a trading post at Hill’s Bar 
and amongst his stock, of course, was the inevitable 
whiskey. One evening the boys collected at the store 
and were enjoying themselves as usual, when someone 
questioned Edwards’ bravery. Edwards, to prove his grit, 
held a lighted candle at arm’s length at the back end of the 
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store, while some of the boys stood at the front end and 
commenced to fire shots at the candle from their revolvers. 
One of the sober men present, seeing the danger, proposed 
that all hands take a drink, which they did, and so ended 
the shooting, probably saving Edwards’ life.
The First Gold Commissioner
   In 1858 the first Gold Commissioner was appointed 
at Lytton, being a Frenchman named Captain Trevallis, 
a very eccentric character. At one time he confiscated a 
lot of whiskey brought in overland from Oregon. In long 
winter evenings when the boys got dry they would visit the 
Captain and express doubts as to whether the seizure was 
genuine liquor, and to prove the matter the Captain would 
tap a barrel and sample it with them, the result being that 
the fumes frequently overcame him and the boys would 
have to put the Gold Commissioner to bed.
Not a Cook
   He was succeeded in 1859 by Captain Maynard Ball, a 
retired Captain of the English Army, who became a great 
favorite with all the miners. Another eccentric character 
of these early days was Judge Cox, who left California 
during the excitement of 1858 for Victoria, and having no 
money to pay his passage from San Francisco, shipped on 
board a sailing vessel and went about with the crew when 
the ship was putting to sea, but when eight bells struck and 
the sailors went to the galley for their dinner they found 
nothing ready. Cox being ignorant of everything pertaining 
to the culinary] art had nothing ready for them, and this 
riling the hungry sailors, they went to the captain with their 
complaints. The captain ordered Cox to appear before him 
and then Cox admitted he knew nothing about cooking, 
but said he was broke and wanted to get to Victoria. The 
ship being then at sea Cox could not be put ashore, and 
one of the crew had to be pressed into the service. The 
captain found that Cox was an Irish gentleman in reduced 
circumstances, so he made the best he could of his bargain 
and took him into his cabin to straighten out his accounts.
An Eccentric Judge
   After Cox arrived in Victoria, Governor Douglas 
appointed him Customs House Officer at Yale to collect 
revenue on goods and animals coming in overland from 
Oregon. He was afterwards appointed Gold Commissioner 
at Williams Creek, which position he filled satisfactorily to 
all. He had a curious way of his own of deciding cases. He 
would generally advise parties not to bring their troubles 
into court, but settle them outside. On one occasion he was 
trying a case when both plaintiff and defendant] swore 
they were the rightful owners of a certain mineral claim. 
Judge Cox gave his novel decision thus, that both men 
start from the Court House together, get an axe apiece 
and run two miles to the ground in dispute, and the man 

who drove the first stake to get the ground. In another trial 
as to disputed ground on Cedar Creek which took place 
on a Saturday the Judge reserved his decision until the 
Monday, when he decided in favour of the plaintiff, but the 
successful litigant was ordered to pay all costs, including 
the defendant’s lawyer. The defendant gave notice that he 
would appeal from the Judge’s decision. After the Court 
adjourned the defendant went into the Judge’s private 
office on other business, and the Judge, thinking he was on 
the appeal case, said: “On Saturday I intended to decide 
in your favour, but the effects of a champagne supper to 
which I was invited by the plaintiff caused me to change 
my mind.” 

Later Developments

   Williams Creek, during the palmy days of ‘61 and ‘62, 
was a lively place.  Theatres, dance halls, hurdy-gurdy 
girls, saloon keepers and gamblers reaped a rich harvest 
from the liberal miners who never thought the gold in 
their claims would ever give out and were as careless of 
their gold dust as though it had no value.  Many of the 
young women in the dance halls married the miners and 
established homes in different parts of Cariboo, becoming 
the mothers of large families and gaining the respect of 
all who knew them. But a limit to the productiveness of 
the diggings came at last, and Williams Creek for many 
years has been like many of the rich placer diggings in 
California, a nearly deserted village. During the last few 
years the Cariboo Gold Fields Company have purchased 
a number of claims along the creek that the miners were 
unable to work on account of water and are running a 
draining tunnel to relieve the claims of the surplus water, 
and are bringing in water by means of a ditch at a high 
elevation which will enable them to work the ground by 
hydraulic elevators under a pressure of about 900 feet.  
Mr. Champion, a mining engineer, and an old resident 
of Cariboo, is the manager and superintending engineer. 
Many teams are now on the road from Ashcroft to Soda 
Creek with heavy hydraulic pipe for this Company and an 
era of prosperity seems likely to dawn again for Williams 
Creek. Many other rich gravel claims have been purchased 
and will be fitted up during the next season in the vicinity 
of Barkerville, and several quartz promising ledges are 
being developed. Many prospectors were out during the 
season of 1896, and the year 1897 will see many more 
claims in operation with a greater prospect of permanence 
perhaps than the short lived prosperity of ‘61 and ‘62 and a 
possibility of equally as rich diggings being found as were 
those worked on Williams Creek in those halcyon days. 

Murder at Bullion
Mitch Mortensen
CHINAMAN MURDERED AT QUESNEL

Vancouver Daily World July 10, 1906
Chawn F. Tong, a Chinaman who lives at 513 Carrall 
street. Received a telegram this afternoon stating that his 
cousin, Chew Hong, had been murdered by a Chinaman 
named Chung Kee Yu at Quesnel this morning.
The telegram contained no particulars and Chawn Tong 
at once handed it over to the provincial police. 
~~~
There are a few accounts regarding the details and 
circumstances leading up to the charge of murder. The 
actual date of this occurrence was July 9. Chung Kee Yi 
also known as Sam Lock had worked for John Hobson 
since his days in California and now worked at the 
Bullion mine. 
It was a common practice for Chinese in foreign lands to 
have their wages collected by a “Tong man”. This Tong 
man would ensure their families back in China were 
taken care.
The history of the tongs started as associations for 
support and protection from the hostilities of Americans. 
What was meant for helping fellow immigrants in a 
foreign country became their own providers of illegal 
services. 
The tongs participated in importing women for marriage 
and prostitution, dealing opium and running gambling 
houses. What was known as the Tong Wars were often 
based on these women. 
The highbinders or “boo how doy” were employed by 
the Tongs to fight the battles over turf, business and 
women.  
In one account from “Trails to Gold Volume 1” by 
Branwen Christine Patenaude, Sam Lock had been 
sending money home to his family through Chew Hong, 
the Tong man from Quesnel Forks.  However, a fellow 
Oriental who had just returned from a trip to China 
reported to Sam that his “family was in dire financial 
straits, and that his wife was failing from lack of medical 
attention.”
As the workers returned that afternoon from working in 
the pit, blood-curdling screams filled the air. They rushed 
into the kitchen to see Sam Lock with a bloodied clever 
in hand, shrieking curses over the mutilated body of 

Chew Hong.
“May your 
worthy 
ancestors 
deal with you 
in eternal 
fire forever” 
Screamed Sam 
over and over, 
as the men 
pulled him away 
from the gory 
scene.
Sam went into 
hiding near 
Little Lake, 
where Prior’s 
cook fed him 
for some time. A 
$300 reward for 
the fugitive was 
posted and Sam 
Prior knew it was 
only a matter of time before he was found. He managed 
to persuade Sam Lock that his life may be spared if he 
gave himself up. 
Another account by Bruce Ramsey in “Ghost Towns 
of British Columbia” describes upon coming to the 
Bullion that he almost immediately got into difficulties 
with the Highbinders of Quesnelle Forks. They were a 
particularly vicious tong, whose forte was blackmail. 
Under great pressure, Sam resisted all attempts to force 
him to join. He was frequently threatened. Chew Hong 
was a Tong member planted in the camp and Frequently 
these two nearly came to blows. At 430pm, as the men 
were returning to camp from the pit, they heard screams 
from the boarding house. Rushing into the building they 
found Sam Lock with a bread knife in hand, standing 
over the blood-covered figure of Chew Hong.
“May your evil spirit stay in your bones until they rot” 
Sam Lock was screaming at the body, repeating the curse 
over and over as the men pulled him away.
Sam Lock was a friend to everybody in the camp and 
the elderly Chinese was able to slip away into the forest 
to hide. At Cedar Point on Quesnel Lake he built a semi 
underground refuge.

Wanted for Muder - Sam Lock

Sam Lock / Chung Kee Yu
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The $300 reward was posted and proved too tempting to a 
settler who lived near the mine. He told police where Sam 
Lock was hiding
As for Chew Hong,j the miners took the battered body 
and buried it in the tailings on the mine, and with him to 
his grave went the dreadful curse.
The Vancouver Daily world
Alleged Murderer Captured
Quesnel Forks, B.C. July 16, 1906
Sam Lock, the Chinaman against whom a warrant was 
issued for Chew Hong at Bullion last week, was captured 
by Samuel Prior of Little Lake, three miles from the scene 
of the tragedy, this morning.
The Chinaman was discovered in Prior’s chicken-house 
and as soon as he saw that Prior had seen him he ran 
into the woods at the rear of the place. Prior, unarmed, 
followed Sam, notwithstanding the fact that the celestial 
had a reputation of being a dead shot, and after a hard 
chase, succeeded in capturing the murderer. Government 
Agent W. Stephenson, who (without the aid of a provincial 
constable) had spared no effort to find Sam, and the two 
men together brought the murderer to Quesnel Forks...

~~
The Victoria Daily Times
July 16, 1906
Sam the Chinese Murderer Caught
Bad Record in California Claimed For Accused by 
Countrymen - Preliminary Hearing
...The fellow country men of Sam did not cease their 
persecution with his flight. At once after the murder 
became known they held a meeting and subscribed the 
sum of $150 as a reward for his arrest. This was on 
condition that the government gave a similar amount 
After consultation with Supt. Hussey, the acting attorney-
general announced that a sum of $300 would be given by 
the authorities, making the total reward offered $450. It 
is not yet known who will obtain this sum, as the telegram 
received here gives no particulars beyond the bare 
statement of capture.
Some of Sans compatriots at quesnel allege that he has a 
bad record in California. Inquiries in this direction will 
be made through channels of information furnished by 
the Times and his previous career looked into. It is only 
fair to the accused man, however, to say from present 
indications these allegation appear to be the result of 
malice. All information at present available tends to show 
that Sam is of good character in general and that his long 
years of association with white men removed what strains 
of lawlessness may have existed in his make up. Certainly 

his long continuance in the service of J. B. Hobson goes a 
long way towards disproving these assertions.
There is some apprehension that the murder may cause 
further trouble among the Chinese in the Cariboo. Both 
the murdered man and Sam Lock have many friends, 
and the secrecy with which Highbinders work may cause 
retaliation to be attempted on both sides. The presence 
of Sergt. Murray will cause a feeling of added security, 
but well-informed people say that the rival tongs may 
precipitate a hatchet war. There is a considerable number 
of Chinese in the vicinity of the murder working in the 
various hydraulic mines, washing in different creeks and 
engaged in other pursuits. Most of them are associated, 
in one way or another, with the different clans engaged 
in the dispute, and there is certainly cause for increased 
police activity to prevent further crimes. The district 
is such an isolated one and means of transportation 
so small that trouble on outlaying creeks would not be 
known for some days.
Full advantage was taken by the provincial police of 
the enterprise of the Times in printing the only known 
portrait of the murderer. Immediately after publication 
of Saturday’s edition, Supt. Hussey procured 50 copies of 
this paper and sent them broadcast over the province as 
the best description obtainable for the murderer.

Frederick John Fulton

The Victoria Times
Oct 08, 1906
Clinton Assizes
Jury failed to Agree in the Chinese Murder Case
The assizes at Clinton opened on Wednesday morning, 
and hte first case called was Rex vs. Sam Lock, in 
which the latter is charged with having killed a fellow 
countryman at Bullion. James Murphy appeared for the 
defence and Attorney-General Fulton for the prosecution. 
Stuart Livingston, Vancouver, also appeared as a private 
prosecutor. After a very able presentation by the crown 
and a clever defence, the case was placed in the hands of 
the jury, who retired. After being out one and a half hours 
they reported a disagreement, six standing for aquittal 
and six for conviction...When the court re-assembled 
on Thusday the Attourney-General made application to 
have the case of Rex vs. Sam Lock laid over until the next 
assizes, which was granted.

~~
The Province
May 28, 1907
CHINAMAN MUST HANG FOR MURDER
Sam Lock, a chinaman was yesterday sentenced at 
Clinton Assizes to be hanged on August 5th for the 
murder of a countryman in Cariboo about a year ago.
Sam Lock was tried before Mr Justice Martin and a jury, 
and found guilty of murder. He had no statement to make, 
and accepted the sentence without a murmur. He killed 
his victim with a butcher knife for alledged interference in 
his domestic affairs.
The convicted man is about sixty years of age. He was for 
thirty-four years in the employ of J.B. Hobson as a cook 
and housekeeper, and during all the time he has been on 
the coast had conducted himself in a lawabiding manner.

~~
The Province June 04, 1907
Clemency for Sam Lock
Editor Province, - Will you kindly grant me space for a 
few words on a subject which formed the theme of an 
editorial in yesterday’s issue of The Province. namely, the 
conviction and sentence for murderat the Clinton Assizes 
of Sam Lock, the Chinese cook in the employ of J. B. 
Hobson, at Bullion, B.C. ? It is known in this vicinity adn 
throuhout the Cariboo country that the dead Chinaman 
systematically appropreiated to his own use for two years 
money given to him by Sam Lock, the latter being unable 
to read or write, which was intended to be sent to Sam 
Lock’s family in China. This action resulted in keeping 

the family in a state of destitution and even starvation 
during all that period. Such conduct on the part of a 
trusted friend woudl prevoke any man to revenge, or even 
murder, and while murder is not to be excused except 
in self-defence, taking into consideration the extreme 
provocation given Sam Lock, I believe him to be a worthy 
subject of 
Executive 
clemency 
and that a 
commutation 
of his sentence 
to life 
imprisonment 
would be 
perfectly 
proper. I 
sincerely hope, 
Mr. Editor, 
that concerted 
efforts will be 
made in higher 
quarters to that 
end. Thanking 
you for space. 
FAIR PLAY - Ashcroft, B.C. May 31, 1907

~~
Vancouver Daily World
Oct 02, 1907
For the third time Sam Lock is to face a jury on a 
murder charge. Same Lock is a Chinaman who, a year 
ago at Clinton, Cariboo, was placed on trial for the 
most serious charge on the calender, but owing to a 
disagreement of the “twelve good men and true.” a new 
trial was held when a verdict of guilty was rendered.
A technicality was discovered by Joseph Martin and 
the law was upheld by the full court and in a few days 
Sam Lock will again go through the ordeal. Mr Stuart 
Livingston, for the prosecution, and Mr. Joseph Martin, 
Counsel for the defence, have left for Clinton to attend 
trial.

~~
The Victoria Daily Times
Oct 10, 1907
SENTENCED AFTER HIS THIRD TRIAL
Sam Lock, Convicted of Murder, Has been Doomed to 
Die Dec 4th
The news has been received from Clinton that at the late 
assizes Sam Lock the Chinaman, accused of the murder 

Joseph Martin
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of a fellow countryman at Bullion a year ago, has been 
found guilty and sentenced by Mr. Justice Clement to be 
hanged Dec 4th.
The condemmed man has undergone trial three times on 
the charge.
The first time there was a disagreement among the 
jury, and a new trial was ordered at Kamloops. He was 
convicted at the next trial, but on a technicality a new 
trial was ordered. This has taken place, and the man has 
again been found guilty and sentenced to death.
Teh defence in the case, it wil lbe remembered, was that 
Sam Lock only killed his victim in self-defence, fearing 
that his own life would be taken by his assistant in the 
kitchen. Sam has for nearly 30 years been in teh employ 
of J. B. Hobson, who had the utmost confidence in him.
At the same assize a Jap, charged with shooting another 
Jap, was sentenced to ten years. It was shown in evidence 
that the victim of the shooting affair had provoked his 
assailant to take the action he did.

~~
Vancouver Daily
Dec 4 1907
SAM LOCK PAID DEATH PENALTY
Kamloops, B.C. - Sam Lock, Chinaman,  was executed 
this morning in the jail yard. Groaning and very nervous 
the aged Chinaman walked to the gallows. The execution 
was carried out without a hitch.
Sam Lock, who was for years cook for J. B. Hobson in 
Cariboo, last April killed  a countryman who had stolen 
his savings. The murderer had been forty years in the 
country, and up to that time had borne a good reputation 

~~
The Province
Dec 6, 1907
A CASE FOR CLEMENCY 
It is perhaps rather late after a man has been hanged, 
cut down and no doubt, to suggest that he might have 
been a proper subject for executive clemency; it is too 
late, that is, from any point of view likely to be taken by 
the victim of the law. But sometimes, it is possible, the 
authorities might fiind it to their advantage to reveiw 
all the circumstances ina  case, in which there had been 
considerable element of doubt, and although they could 
not, of course, offer any redress to the particular sufferer, 
some future captive of the law might obtain the benefit.
It is not unlikely that had trhe department of justice given 
the fullest consideration to the case of Sam Lock, the 
Chinaman who was executed on Wednesday at Kamloops, Clement, William Henry Pope

the sentence of death mihgt have been commuted to 
imprisonment. There is no denying the fact of course, 
that Sam’s life was forfeited to the law: he had commited 
murder, and it rested with a jury of white men to say 
whether he should suffer the extreme penalty or not. Then, 
too, he was a but a Chinese coolie, and it is perhaps 
somewhat presuming to suggest that the officials of the 
Government should expend much time over the fate of 
an Oriental cook in a mining camp. After all, however, 
it was a life that was in question, and Sam, as a matter 
of principle, was as much entitled to consideration as 
any other. Were it that the Department makes it a custom 
not to interfere with the course of justice once it is set 
in motion by the trial court, htere woudl be no reason 
for any reflections such as Sam’s hanging naturall 
suggests. But that is not the case; time and again during 
the past year the executive has stepped in and rescued a 
condemmed man from the gallows. It is only a few weeks 
ago that an instance of this occurred at Parry Sound, 
nad the man who escaped the noose was far more worthy 
of death than poor Sam Lock. HIs crime was tgeh cold-
blooded murder of a man who attemptd to prevent him 
committing a brutal assault on a women  while Sam had 
simply let the life out of a fellow-countryman who had 
been consistenly persecuting and robbing him. In the 
Northwest there have been recent cases, too, in which 
deliberate murder has been condoned to the extent of 
substituting imprisonment for the sentence of death 
passed by the court.

With these cases in view, it might by asked why Sam Lock’s 
sudden anger occasioned by rebellion against long

sentence should have been so implacably carried out. The 
crime he committed would appear to have been the result 
of continued injury, It was not premeditatted, nor did the 
murderer stalk his victim adn strike him in the back. His only 
advantage from the deed was freedom from annoyances to 
which he had long been subjected. Considerations such 
as these. of course, are no justification for murder, but 
when commutations are being handed around they furnish 
some reason for supposing that those to whom they apply 
might secure consideration. But Sam Lock had other pleas 
that one would think might have had some effect. He had 
been in America for half a century, and had never got into 
trouble before. He had been through the California gold 
excitement when to be guilty of even minor offences menat 
a short shift and a speedy exit from existence a the end of 
a rope atached to a tree of a lamp post. Sam negotiated 
all those perils successfully, and did so evidently because 
he was honest. Then he came to British Columbia at the 
invitation of a enployer who valued him for his good 
qualities; and both here and in California he made money 
and was respected by those of every race and color. His 
record apparantly was clean, and he had been a useful 

man in this province, even though he was a Chinaman 
and a cook. All thse circumstances might have been given 
consideration, especially in view of the fact that it was 
a fellow-oriental whom he killed, and that the victim of 
his anger would appear to have deserved some signal 
punishment for his constant abuse of an old man.
Sam, howver, has paid the penalty of his deed, and no doubt 
his bones will lie as comfortably in jail earth in Canada as 
they would in the consecrated groudn of his native land 
beside those of his ancestors. But as a matter of principal 
he did not appear to have had generous treatment before 
he took the last jump

~~
I kept the language of the day intact as a means to convey 
the people of their time, in thier time.. It is easy to look 
back with mixed feelings on such an outcome and be like 
one of the twelve. The having to condem a man for an act 
of violence or to aquit him.on grounds of self defense.
Ironicly the Court of Appeal Act was created April 25, 
1907. This led to the British Columbia Court of Appeal in 
1910.

Cookhouse at the Bullion
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Giants of the west Giants of the west

History of the Bullion Mine
Mitch Mortensen ~ Photos curtesy of the Likely Museum

What is known as the Bullion Mine was described by Bill 
Barlee as a “monument” to hydraulic mining, and a testa-
ment to the danger of falling in love with your claim.

Born in 1844 Ireland, John B. Hobson had lived in New 
York for several years before moving with his family to 
California in 1857. Here he grew up and studied metal-
lurgy and graduated as a mining engineer. At that time, 
Hydraulic mining was growing in California.

The invention of the Hydraulic mining process in 1852 
is credited to two people. Two separate stories describe 
Edward E. Mattison of Connecticut in one and Antoine 
Chabot, a Frenchman, in another as the father of Hydraulic 
mining in California. In either story, a new era in Placer 
Mining had dawned.

By 1859 there were an estimated five thousand miles of 
mining flumes and canals in use to feed the California

“Giants”. By the 1860’s, these water cannons had up to 
a ten inch bore that demanded heavy volume to wash the 
overburden away. They could throw 185,000 cubic feet of 
water in an hour with a velocity of 150 feet per second.

Through working as a state employee with the mining 
institute of California John Bogard  Hobson handled a lot 
of hydraulic mining technical papers. His job description 
gave him the opportunity to learn a great deal about hy-
draulic mining. The various gold deposits and the types of 
hydraulic operations that were used to mine those deposits 
saw his desk.

Mr. Hobson was well informed in the controversy between 
the Miners and the farmers. The problems that hydraulic 
debris posed were well known and the devastating flooding 
of farmland had extended all the way into a town! He was 
immersed in the politics and courts of the day.

The conflict between the miners and farmers grew to such 
an extent that the fate of hydraulic mining was finally de-
cided by the courts. On January 7 / 1884 Hydraulic mining 
was forbade from dumping of debris into the streams of 
California.
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From the Province Jan 20, 1912
“In the fall of 1891 Mr. Hobson, associated with the Hon. 
Jacob H Neff (the present Lieut-Governor of California): 
Mr. D. W. Lubeck of the Placer county Bank, and other 
gentlemen, met at Auburn and formulated plans for the 
organization of the California Miners Association, which 
has done so much to place the mining industry there on a 
prosperous footing.
“Prior to the organization of the California Miners 
Association, Mr. Hobson published in San Francisco 
the “Mining and Industrial Advocate” for the purpose 
of calling public attention to the necessity for uniting in 
an effort to secure at the hands of the National and state 
administration the legislation necessary to improve the 
conditions of the mining industry and to remove the many 
disadvantages under which the miners were laboring. 
Immediately upon 
the organization 
the California 
Association, that 
body selected Mr. 
Hobson as one 
of the legislative 
Committee, where 
he had associated 
with him the Hon. 
Niles Searles, 
ex-chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court 
of California: 
The Hon. J. K. 
Luttrell, and others. 
They were sent to 
“Washington, D.C. 
to draft a bill and 
urge its adoption by 
Congress. They did 
this so effectively 
that Congressman 
Caminette 
introduced the desired measure which was finally passed 
and would resulted in the complete rehabilitation of an 
industry which since produced $10,000,000 to $15,000,000 
annually.  
In 1892, at the age of 48, John Hobson is contacted by the 
directors of the Canadian Pacific Railway. These men had 
made a lot of money from the railway and were interested 
in entering a mining venture in the Cariboo. They had 
heard of a few promising deposits that were hydraulic 
in nature and had formed a syndicate. It was up to John 
Hobson to investigate the potential to commence large 
scale hydraulic operations.

From - Report of the Minister of mines 1892 - James 
Baker
Mr. Hobson, one of California most skilled and 
experienced placer miners, visited the district this summer, 
and expressed much surprise at observing the almost 
unlimited extent of what he regards as auriferous gravels, 
which, worked with the modern and improved appliances 
now in use in California, must, he believes, contribute 
greatly to the wealth of the Province. But he is of the 
opinion that railway connection – providing cheaper 
labour, cheaper supplies, and cheaper transportation – 
will be essential to carry on the work on a sufficiently 
large scale to insure paying investments.  
When Mr. Hobson reviewed the properties, he would have 
heard the story about Dancing Bill Latham and the little 
jig he did when he made the paying discovery in 1859. He 

witnessed first hand 
the operations at 
the China Pit and 
realized the ancient 
channel through to 
Black Jack Gulch.
From - Report of 
the Minister of 
mines 1890 – JNO. 
Robson
“The South Fork 
of the Quesnelle 
River is at present 
very promising for 
hydraulic mining. 
The Hop E Tong, a 
Chinese company, 
have for years 
been working 
on Dancing Bill 
Gulch, a small 
stream that empties 
into the left hand 

or south side of the South Fork, about three miles above 
the Forks. The gulch has cut across what is now proved to 
be an old channel, with a heavy rim rock between it and 
the present river. This old Channel contains an immense 
deposit of gravel, which pays them well for hydraulic 
mining.”
The gold coming out of the China Pit (Hop E Tong) was 
different from the gold commonly found on the Quesnel 
river. To an experienced miner they would realize this 
was a different river gold and would begin looking up 
the hillside for a gully or a gulch. In this case it was fine 
coarse gold the Chinese were recovering with this small 

Jetties and gate at the outlet of Polley Lake reservoir

hydraulic operation.   
The China Pit was several hundred feet above the river.  
They were working with a 5-inch pipe and 1.5-inch 
nozzle. Their average run was three hours a day with the 
water resources they had. It is recorded that the operation, 
although limited, paid them well. Hobson anticipated 
that the gold would get richer the deeper they went to 
bedrock as this was an ancient river system. The gold in 
their hand results offered him base numbers for a vision 
that was so large that the 1893 minister of mines report 
states $300,000.00 was budgeted for the enterprise. The 
equivalent to $300 millions dollars today!
After reviewing the properties, the ministry of mines 
records the Cariboo Hydraulic Mining Company acquiring 
several properties including the South Fork and Hop E 
Tong properties (Dancing Bill Gulch) in August 1893. 
It is reported that Mr. Hobson began work immediately. 
A sawmill, large hydraulic plant, and other material for 
the working of the claims will be “laid upon the ground” 
during the coming winter. 
However, a report for the secretary of war US engineers 
dated for 1891 is quoted “The quantity of auriferous 
gravel under the company’s control represents about one 
quarter of the whole of the auriferous gravel remaining 
and available for working by the hydraulic process in the 
hydraulic mining region of the central California.”
This suggests there may already have been a deal in place 
before Hobson made his trip to view the properties. A 
deposit so massive that it received mention in another 
country!  
Through 1894 they managed to complete the first stage 
of canals and tested the system in preparation for the 
following season. This we presume to be from Polley lake 

and Hazelton creek.
By 1895 there was 18 miles of canals, capable of carrying 
5,000 inches of water. Masonry was built into the ditching 
at every curve which then flowed into three 32-inch steel 
pipes, supplying three giants (monitors). These Giants 
were fitted with nozzles ranging from 6 to 9 inches wide. 
300-foot pressure blasted away at a bank of gravel that is 
280 feet high. Hobson had the giants set well back from 
where the Chinese were. 
From – report of the Minister of Mines 1895
The face of gravel could not have been washed more than 
a hundred feet, and yet I saw the $42,000 slug of gold that 
had just been washed up after a comparatively short run. 
This claim is being worked under great disadvantage, as 
could easily be seen. Mr. Hobson informs that it will take 
two years to get fairly opened out, after which he says 
he will be disappointed if the output does not amount to 
one million dollars annually! A visit to this mine will well 
repay anyone interested in hydraulic mining.  
Two years later the 1897 annual report describes the 
ancient river channel was now exposed from under the 
boulder clay (volcanic mud).  The steep rim rock of the 
former riverbank exposed the rich river gravels. The 
ancient channel (Tertiary) was believed to run nearly 
parallel to Quesnel river separated only by a rocky ridge 
known as French Bar Bluff. Dancing Bill Gulch was 
looking more like it crossed the channel and followed it on 
its turn into the existing river. 
A half mile southeast of dancing Bill Gulch, was Blackjack 
Gulch. Here rich gravels had been revealed from shafts 
dug by the previous owners (South Fork Company). They 
had also set up a limited hydraulic operation fed from a 
6-mile canal dug to Hazelton Creek. When Mr. Hobson 

South Fork Canal, Quesnel Lake Bluff, about five miles 
below Polley Lake resevoir

Canyon of the South Fork, looking west from the dump of the Consolidated 
Cariboo Hydraulic Mine
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visited the workings years earlier, he realized this was not 
just associated with limited gulch diggings, but that they 
were dealing with a rich channel from a much older river 
system. To the southeast, the channel, as identified as a 
depression, appears to intersect with another depression, 
occupied by Long and Little Lakes that run westerly to 
where Moorehead Creek enters the main Quesnel river. 
Total depth of material in the channel was about 400 feet. 
A cross section in Bulletin 89 shows the various layers. 
10-12 feet of surface gravel carrying small amounts of 
gold. Then barren boulder clay for 150 feet before entering 
a band of fine sand and gravel carrying gold. Lying on 
the bedrock is a 150 -200 foot thick layer of gold bearing 
gravels. The width at surface is 1000 feet wide and the 
width of the lower bed of gravel will be about 700 feet 
wide at its top.
What is unusual about the gold near bedrock is that it 
is not concentrated there. The gold is spread evenly 
throughout the deposit with “runs” especially near the 
inner curves of the channel and rim rock. The gravels are 
described as “firmly bedded” but no sign of “cementing” 
had been discovered. 
Values estimated a resource of 500,000,000 yards of gold 
bearing gravel with a estimated grade of $0.25 per yard. 
Total Value $100,000,000 estimated reserves. 
From the position of the boulders in the deposit, or up-end 
pointing down streams, Mr. Hobson believes the flow of the 
river was to the north or out in the direction of the present 
river, but as the lower bench is advanced the slope of the 

From Dancing Bill Gulch across the hydraulic excavation 
to the Quesnelle River. Opening the ConCariboo Hyd. 
Mine, floor of excavation 100 feet above bedrock

bedrock will then demonstrate positively in what direction 
this ancient river flowed. And afford enough clue to the 
study of this ancient system. 
The clay layer is described as “the great overburden” and 
had to be removed to reach the gold bearing gravels. This 
boulder clay is so dense that it came down in large blocks 
and had to be “bulldozed” or broken up with explosives 
before being swept through the sluice boxes. Operating 
costs for the season were just $91,311.77 of which 
explosives costs were $19,300.00,  nearly 20 percent. 560 
kegs of black powder were used to “throw down” 60,000 
cubic yards of clay by exploding a series of shafts dug 
along the rim rock where drifts (tunnels) had also been 
driven. 
The gold in this gravel is essentially a fine “coarse” gold, 
well worn and flattened, varying in size from small colors 
to that of flax and melon seeds, but large pieces worth 
$0.50 to $4.00 are found, some also well worn, attached 
frequently to pieces of the milk white quartz characteristic 
of all the vein quart found in the Cariboo. Little or no 
“flour” gold is found in these gravels. In the sluices a very 
small amount of platinum is found, and also water-worn 
fragments of metallic copper, besides worn pieces of iron 
and copper sulphides. 
The workings in the 1897 annual report gives a clear 
picture of some of the difficulties Mr. Hobson had with 
transporting, equipment and supplies 60 miles from the 
Cariboo road. Some of the equipment had to be delayed. 
Instead of being transported over the good winter road, 
it was transported in the spring at great expense. The 
alternative was to postpone work at the mine for another 
season.
From - Report of the Minister of mines 1897 - James 
Baker
“…Although in an unbroken country over two hundred 
miles from the railroad, Mr. Hobson, assisted by Mr. 
Warner, has clearly shown himself to be a past master in 
undertakings of this character, as all the work so far done 
has been imperative and what the conditions demanded, 
and all such work has been done in the best manner, with 
a view to permanence and the correct method of mining; 
and while much of the work has been costly it has yet been 
done in the cheapest way, for thorough work in the first 
place always proves the most economical in the long run. 
There is here a great property that will, when fully opened 
out, pay largely, is unhesitatingly believed by all who have 
studied the mine, and it will be many years before this 
deposit within the confines of this property will have been 
exhausted…” 
A surface deposit of gold bearing gravels and a much 
deeper richer deposit made a two-stage operation 

Bulletine 89 Stratigraphic column of the Bullion Mine. 
The main gold-bearing zone occurs in gravels of the pen-
ultimate glaciation htat overlie the basal gravel sequence 
and they are in turn overlain by mid- Wisconsinan till. 
Horizontal scale indicates approximate mean grain size; 
C-clay, S-sand, Si-silt, G-granule, P-pebble, C-cobble, 
B-boulder 

A Miners Inch
In British Columbia a miners inch of water is by statute 
not a quantity of water but a “flow of water equal to 
1.68 cubic feet per minute” (about 100 cubic feet per 
hour). In his report, Mr. Hobson uses the term “miners 
inch” to represent a quantity of water, and he means 
thereby the quantity of water produced by the flow of a 
miner’s inch during a 24 hours or presumably 2400 cu-
bic feet of water, at which rate Mr. Hobson’s total quan-
tity of water for the season of 1905 was 108,171,600 
cubic feet, or a body of water 1 mile square by about 4 
feet deep. Mr Hobson’s canal has a maximum carrying 
capacity of a flow of 5,000 miner’s inches.

Legend to Bulletine 89 Stratigraphic view
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necessary to wash away the overburden (clay). Operations 
were concentrated on the upper bench until they were 
advanced far enough to begin operations safely on the 
lower bench. Working the lower bench, they believed 
would be possible within a few seasons. Plans were 
underway to open the channel at two other points 
providing they could secure the water necessary to supply 
the monitors. Already, a drainage tunnel had been driven 
through the rim rock to discharge water into the south fork.
The canals had expanded to 21 miles. The main portion 
being 17 miles of to bring water from Polley and Boot Jack 
Lake, where dams had been constructed at their natural 
outlets to making them into reservoirs. The lakes cover an 
area of 2200 acres supplying 2000 to 3500 inches of water 
until the end of August where supplies had waned to less 
than 2000 inches. Plans were underway to build a dam 35 
feet high across Moorehead Creek and an additional 11 
miles of ditching to deliver water. What was considered 
a watershed for the mine was not considered a very large 
one either. It was believed that the water from Moorehead 
lake would extend the season considerably.
The original 6 miles of canals from Hazelton creek is part 
of a series. The grade of 10 feet to the mile necessitated the 
need for lessening the curves and protecting the exposed 
banks from scouring as it delivered water to a reservoir. 
From there the water would continue on the steep grade 
providing greater head of water. The new 11 miles of 
ditching to Polley lake ran a grade of 6 feet to the mile. 
The canals were 13 feet wide by 3 feet deep with 7 feet 
of berm. Very little fluming was used, and it could deliver 
3500 inches of water with simple water gates located at 
suitable points.

Pipelines into the Bullion.  

At the mine, the canals flow into what is described as 
“pressure boxes”. From the upper one, the water funnels 
into piping starting at 48 inches at 360 feet above the pit 
tapering to 30 inches to where the head is 180 feet. From 
there the water continues to gain pressure as the pipes 
taper to a 10 inch nozzle. From the lower box, two pipes 
tapering to 22 inches run into the pits with a head of about 
300 feet, with branches feeding 6 (NO. 8 hydraulic Giants) 
or monitors with nozzles varying from 5 to 10 inches in 
diameter. 
The recovery equipment was archaic by todays standards. 
However, this was a time when efficiency had reached 
its limits and production by hydraulic was a proven 
technology to increase production. The 1897 annual report 
speaks to a main sluice, 400 feet long with three laterals 
aggregating 950 feet running along the channel. These 
sluices are 5 feet wide and two feet deep with spruce and 
fir riffle blocks 12 inches deep. The sluices have a grade 
of 10 inches to the 12-foot box. The freight costs made the 
use of iron longitudinal riffles impossible. Six sets were 
worn out in 1150 hrs in the lower part of the main sluice.
Mercury use increased recovery of gold substantially. The 
1897 report details that 1 flask (2.5 liters) of mercury was 
used per day in pit one. I would interpret this as a record of 
discharge into the environment.
The buildings of the camp were constructed with a vision 
of permanence. Comfortable quarters complimented the 
houses, stores, bunk houses, eating houses, offices, etc. 
Already the timber nearby had been exhausted being used 
to build everything from a powder house, blacksmith shop, 
refining and retort house and stables. A retort house is 
where they separate the gold from the mercury and recover 

the mercury to be reused. The steam powered sawmill 
could cut up to 4000 feet of lumber per day.
The Syndicate of C.P. Railway who began the project in 
1892 had now incorporated itself in as the Consolidated 
Cariboo Hydraulic Mining Co. Ltd. The directors of the 
company are as follows
President WD Matthews
VP H.C. Hammond
Secretary James L. Lovell 
R.B. Angus
TG Shaughnessy
John Cassils
G.,F. Hartt
E.B Osler
Manager and engineer, John B. Hobson, 
At this time the property has eight mining leases or 446 
acres that extend for 9000 feet or 1.7 miles along this 
ancient river. 
In 1898 Mr. Hobson expanded the company with acquiring 
25 placer mining leases along Long Lake creek Little lake 
creek and Moorhead creek. He believed these leases cover 
a massive deposit of an ancient river channel extending 8 
miles commencing at the old Cariboo Company’s line west 
of the South Fork reservoir and extending down to the 
confluence of Moorehead creek with the Quesnel river.
Explosives were used extensively to blast away the clay. 
A reference describes one hundred thousand pounds of 
powder discharged with a single blast into a series of 
shafts sunk into the clay.

In 1899, the annual report makes the first reference 
towards this being the “largest hydraulic plant in the 
province and will take rank with the largest in the world”. 
The report also makes mention that the mine can “hardly 
be said to be fairly opened up” as yet but the infrastructure 
is there. Up to two hundred men had been “engaged” and 
the property is reported to have recovered half a million 
dollars in gold dust to date.
For the Paris Exposition, Mr. Hobson donated samples 
for a government exhibit with his compliments that they 
‘thought they owed it to the province” 
The 10.5 miles of canals to Moorhead lake had been 
completed and was delivering 2000 miner’s inches of 
water to the giants. Both pits were now operating at 
capacity. The canals had increased to 33 miles with 
capacity of delivering 3000 - 5000 miner inches of water 
with a head of 420 feet. Extensive repairs were done to the 
Moorhead Canal. Total capacity of all reservoirs combined 
was 1,016,000,000 cubic feet of water equal to 470,370 
miner’s inches of water! All this to ensure a supply of 3000 
to 5000 miner’s inches of water through the six-month 
season.
The property continued to expand. It now held 34 placer 
mining leases, aggregating 2584acres of land and a block 
of pasture land of 329 acres. 
Another milestone was that they had finally completed the 
removal of the remainder tailings and waste material left 
over from the Chinese workings.
Permanent installation of the hydraulic plant and recovery 
sluice system was completed. Even the recovery sluice 
system was expanded to be a double extended system of 

Two 30-inch pipelines and one 18 inch pipeline Giants at work for Cariboo HydraulicConstruction at the Bullion
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Melting Room

sluices 7 feet wide by 4 feet deep, aggregating 2380 feet 
in length. Equipment was also on hand to produce two 
improved undercurrents for recovery of flour, quicksilver, 
fine gold, platinum, osmiridium that could not be 
recovered in the ordinary sluice. 
The melting plant could treat 12,000oz of amalgamated 
gold at a single charge. The purpose of was to produce a 
weight that would be so great as to deter a thief. There was 
also assay resources on hand for determining the values of 
the bullion.
The report also quotes Mr. Hobson describing the 
hydraulic mines of the Consolidated Cariboo Hydraulic 
Mining Company Limited as “situated at Bullion Cariboo 
district”. It is the first mention of “Bullion” becoming a 
name for the area.
They managed 144 days and 8hrs
Report to the minister of mines 1900 refers to this mine 
as the first to “prove to the world the existence in this 
district of large river channels of ancient date having no 
connection with, or relation to, the existing water-courses 
or present conformation of the surface of the ground.”
The workings for 1900 were 167 days of 24hrs each using 
2750 miners’ inches of water. The recovery of $350,000 
was made from the top gravels but they had lost 24 days 
getting explosives delivered. It was the first season they 
were able to utilize their vast supply of water having 
completed building the canals, ditches, flumes and piping.
Mr. Hobson expressed significant optimism that the 
recovery of $350,000 for 1900 would be greatly exceeded 
in 1901
1902 annual report describes an elaborate communications 
system
The mine lighting plant consists of 6 wells lights of 
3,000 candle power each. The telephone system includes 
three lines aggregating 35 miles, with 15 instruments, 
which places the store keeper and manager in direct 

communication with the reservoir tenders, canal tenders, 
saw mill foreman, general blacksmith and foreman of the 
hydraulic pits  
The report details more about the ancient channel.
To follow the old river channel up from the point where it 
is cut by the present river, the bedrock of the old channel 
at its deepest part is 165-175 feet above the level of the 
present river. The bottom of this old channel is 200 – 300 
feet wide, and the rims rise at angles of about 45 – 50 
degrees to about 400 feet. This old channel enters the 
south fork of the Quesnelle almost at right angles, that 
is, in a northernly direction, and when followed up for 
some 500 to 600 feet was found to swing sharply around 
to the left, that is, coming from an easterly direction, 
or Parra ell with the present river. The bottom of the 
channel, or bedrock, is found to rise to the eastward at a 
grade of 1 percent, indicating the flow of the old stream 
came from the east. It is probable this old channel was 
the original drainage channel of the Quesnel Lakes 
area, and the present stream has cut its way through the 
soft and schistose rocks parallel to the old channel. The 
present channel of the south fork, Dancing Bill gulch up to 
Quesnel Lake, is almost entirely in a canyon, the banks of 
which rise at an angle of 45 degrees.
The report goes on to describe the challenges they 
were facing. Even with a billion cubic feet of reservoir 
capability in place there still needed to be enough 
snowpack and rain to fill that reservoir. There are a lot of 
calculations in hydraulic mining towards an end of having 
adequate water. Mr. Hobson was a genius bringing this 
mine to fruition. However, with $4,000,000 invested into 
the mine to date, they only had enough water to work one 
part of the ancient channel. 
An earlier reference about a large depression trending west 
through Long and Little Lake through to the lower part 
of Moorhead creek was verified through cuts and tunnels 
to contain gold “entirely satisfactory to the lessee’s”. 

Weighing the gold $275,245
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the progress of the season commencing 1st March and 
ending 20th November, 1906. Owing to the impossibility of 
securing the number of labourers and mechanics required 
for the excavation and construction work, the season’s 
work turned out a most disappointing one, for the reason 
that only a small portion of the work on Spanish lake canal 
was performed. The failure of the contractors to complete 
the lower or Bullion section of the Spanish lake system, 
which cuts away the old Polley’s lake ditch for a distance 
of one and seventy-three one-hundredths miles, made it 
impossible to utilize the water stored in Morehead, Polley’s 
lake and Boot Jack lake reservoirs, for mining purposes, in 
the hydraulic excavations.”

1906 was a complete shut down industry wide as there 
had been a severe lack of water resources from what was 
described as a “light snowpack”. The light snowpack had 
plagued all placer operations, both surface and hydraulic. 
The situation was so bad for the Bullion mine that they 
could only run for thirty days with 2500 miner’s inches 
of water. The precipitation from Sept 4/1904 to and 
ending June 22 1905 was the lowest recorded since the 
“phenomenally dry season of 1864 and 1887”.

The sluice tunnel was advanced 679 feet making the total 
length 930 feet. Only 300 feet remained with a raise of 60 
feet to complete the new opening. It was expected they 
would complete the canal the following season. But it was 
not to be…

From 1907 Annual report

Part of the Cariboo Mine townsite (later called the Bullion Mine) about 1900. This site had its own hospital & resident 
M.D. for several years

Property was taken over in 1906 by Guggenheim 
Exploration Company, of New York. This company has 
started in, after a careful examination of the property, to 
bring in a large additional quantity of water from Spanish 
lake. Work was suspended in July and the property has 
been idle since. The new company announced its intention 
of abandoning the enterprise completely. The case for this 
stoppage of work is not definitely known but is reported 
to have been at least partially that the then approaching 
financial panic in the east, which subsequently involved the 
New York Company, necessitated a curtailment of outlay of 
capital.
The Vancouver Province Jan 20, 1912 reported that the 
shock of losing everything he had been working towards 
made Mr. Hobson seriously ill. His closest friends feared 
he would not recover well enough to continue mining. 
However, he did recover and while under the assumption 
that the leases had lapsed began to hydraulic on the 
property. 
“His success was sufficient to cause the Guggenheim 
interest to pay up arrears in rentals on some of the leases, 
and then they obtained from the court the injunction which 
prevented Mr. Hobson from continuing his work there. 
Since then, “dog-in-the-manager” like, the holders of 
those leases have neither worked the ground themselves 
nor permitted Mr. Hobson to do so. “
 There was nothing more Mr. Hobson could do
From the 1911 annual report

However, it was also noted that the values were not 
concentrated or high enough to drift (tunnel) the deposit.
While the lower end of Moorehead Creek has been spoke 
of as the western end of the old high channel, it is to be 
understood that this is only the end of such deposit as it 
now exists, and there is evidence that either this or other 
channels extended across the Quesnel river and that they 
have been cut by the present stream, with an enrichment of 
the low lying flats along the river bed.
Mr. Hobson was also facing another problem and that was 
the bedrock at the pit rises on a 1% grade. The sluices 
require a 5% grade to be the lowest they could be set. They 
had been losing 4 feet of elevation for every 100 feet up 
the channel averaging 200 to 300 feet per season. This was 
the last season they could run the sluice for the bedrock 
gravels. After this season, they could extend the existing 
sluice to continue washing the upper gravels.
In need of a shorter sluice system to mine the bedrock 
gravels. Mr. Hobson proposed to build a 10 x 10 tunnel 
through the rim rock. Starting at a point of the river 1500 
– 2000 feet above the present sluice termination, starting 
at the same elevation above the river, could be run at a 5% 
grade, with a length of 1000 feet would be directly under 

Entrance to the Bullion

The Big House and the Office at the Bullion

the old channel. This would connect up with bedrock 
sluices through a sluice cut at Black Jack Gulch. The 
company had been using Gardner electric drills in the open 
sluice cut and planned to use them in driving the tunnel.
Mr. Hobson writes in his report for 1902
“The light snowfall and precipitation during the previous 
winter, and the unfavorable weather conditions under 
which the snow went off in the spring, left the company 
with the shortest supply it has had since the opening of 
the property in 1894. During the progress of the season 
operations washing was carried on 65 days 15 hours, 
with 2500 miners inches of water. The gold product for 
the seasons operations was $61,395.19, making the 
total product for the mine, since the commencement 
of equipment of the in 1894 to date, amount to 
$1,082,155.69”
With little water to run the mine, Mr. Hobson pushed 
forward with constructing the sluice tunnel, completing 
260 feet by the close of the season. The crew’s growing 
familiarity with the Gardner electric drill increase their 
production gradually from 21 feet to 38 feet per week. 
Mr. Hobson saw noted in his report that the tunnel can be 
completed by the end of 1905. 
1904 John B. Hobson writes
“The past season again turned out a most disappointing 
one, for the reason that the fall precipitation and winter 
snow failed to afford the quantity of water expected at 
the opening of the season. The lack of usual summer 
precipitation and the heavy evaporation from the reservoir 
lakes caused by the unusually hot, dry weather that 
prevailed throughout the summer months, worked a 
great reduction in the seasons water supply, and left only 
sufficient to operate the mine 88 days and 16 hrs from the 
15th of April to the 2nd of September – out of a possible 
212 days.
He goes on to report that “the watershed is accompanied 
with too much uncertainty to insure the financial success 
desired”. They had been doing Hydrographic surveys 
through 1903 to determine potential of increasing their 
water supply. One of the potentials was 15 miles of canal 
from Morehead lake to Three Mile creek or a series of 
canals from the mine to Spanish lake, 17 miles away. 
Either of these ventures would cost $245,000 
The CPR directors were unwilling to continue financing 
the mine with so much uncertainty. They pulled the plug 
on the mine and John Hobson was left to seek financing 
elsewhere.
1906 John B. Hobson writes
“I hand you herewith my annual report, which reviews 
briefly the work carried on at the company’s mines during 
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Business Directory

Resource Directory

West Coast Placer........................................................778-255-0289
Mackenzie Gravel ���������������������������������������������������������250-997-7936
Orogenic Regional Exploration �������������������������������������250-877-2154
Snowshoe Mountain Resources �����������������������������������250-988-1325

ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES

Members of Parliament
Bob Zimmer ~ 250-787-1192, bob.zimmer.C1A@parl.gc.ca
Taylor Bachrach ~ 250-877-4140, taylor.bachrach@parl.gc.ca
Todd Doherty ~ https://www.todddoherty.ca/

Legislative Assembly of BC
Minister of Mines, Bruce Ralston ~ 604-586-2740, bruce.ralston.MLA@leg.bc.ca
MLA Shirley Bond ~ 250-612-4181, shirley.bond.MLA@leg.bc.ca
MLA Mike Morris ~ 250-612-4194, mike.morris@leg.bc.ca

REGIONAL HEALTH & SAFETY INSPECTORS

Northeast /Central Region ~ mmd-PrinceGeorge@gov.bc.ca 
Brian Oke ~ Senior Health, Safety, & Environment Inspector, 250-565-4387, 250-640-8299, brian.oke@gov.bc.ca
Bambi Spyker ~ Health, Safety, & Environment Inspector, 250-565-6131, 250-981-4550, bambi.spyker@gov.bc.ca

Northwest Region ~ mmd-Smithers@gov.bc.ca 
Doug Flynn ~ Senior  Inspector of Mines, Health, & Safety,  250-847-7386, 250-877-9747, doug.flynn@gov.bc.ca 
Scott Parker ~ Inspector of Mines, Health, & Safety, 250-847-7453, 250-877-3363, scott.r.parker@gov.bc.ca

Gold Miner seeking Gold Digger. Will make you mine 
baby!

What kind of dogs to gold panners like best?
   golden retreivers.

A mine is a hole in the ground you throw money into

Why did the prospector get kicked out of the pub?
... because it’s illegal to sell alcohol to miners.

What is the playboy definition of a metallurgist?
... someone who can tell the difference between a 
platinum blonde and a common ore.

Classified ADS in a Lighter Vein

Nugget Membership - List your company in our Business Directory for $50/year. 
Gold, Silver and Platinum members are granted a free listing.

The Late John B. Hobson
“It seems inappropriate to record in the report of this 
Bureau, with deep regret, the death, on January 9th, 1912, 
of  J. B. Hobson, and to acknowledge the great debt that 
hydraulic placer-mining in this province owes to this man, 
who has done more than any other to demonstrate the 
possibilities in British Columbia of this branch of mining, 
particularly in the Quesnel district, where his interests and 
endeavors were centered…”
“…These properties were the and most modern attempts 
at hydraulic mining then ever undertaken in British 
Columbia, and have since served as models upon which 
others have been based. Thus Mr. Hobson was not only 
the pioneer of hydraulicking on a large scale in British 
Columbia, but he was the father of the industry.”
The weak point in those large enterprises proved to be 
a shortage of water, preventing a growth of operations. 
The amount of gold recovered from hydraulic mining is 
directly proportionate to the quantity of water available for 
washing.
When the Guggenheim ceased operations in July 1907 and 
ultimately abandoned the mine the report goes on to say
“…This abandonment of his most cherished scheme 
seemed to have broken Mr. Hobson in health and spirits, 
but his indomitable energy carried him through, and 
he started in 1909 at the age of sixty five to open up 
and equip with suitable plant certain placer leases that 
he held personally on the north fork of Quesnel river, 
near the mouth of Spanish creek, bringing the water in 
from Spanish lake. A description of these works is given 
elsewhere. The fall of 1911 saw this plant fully equipped 
and ready for production this next season with good

prospects of success.  The great strain consequent to 
the establishment of this new and extensive plant, with 
the limited capital at his disposal, proved too much for 
Mr. Hobson’s strength, and he died just at the time when 
success seemed assured, and without having been able to 
enjoy the fruits of years of arduous and efficient effort.”
The Proviince Jan 20, 1912 

As the season closed, his health again failed, and on No-
vember 28, last, he left Casa Banca on Quesnel lake, for 
Victoria, where he was at once taken to Jubilee hospital. 
Two weeks later he was removed to “Gisburn,” and slowly 
his condition improved until on Sunday, Januarey 7, he 
was able to walk a little in the garden, while his cheerful-
ness increased the confidence of his family that he would 
soon get better...

However, It was not to be. He fell ill the next day and died 
Tuesday morning.

Looking from the doorway of Bullion Camp office
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◊  Consulting & Research Services
◊  Investment Opportunities
◊  Management Services

Mine Management, Project Layout, Tenure 
Management, Equipment & Labour Aquisition,  
NOW (notice of work) Applications, SOW 
(statement of work) Filings, Water Crossing SOPs, 
etc.  

◊   Health & Safety Services
Emergency Response Plans, Health & Safety Plans 
(COR, SECOR, SIngle Operator

Snowshoe
Mountain
Resources

SMResources.ca

Enjoy the benefits of

PLATINUM 
MEMBERSHIP
 A free, half-page display ad in every 

issue of the Golden Shovel;

 A free Business Directory listing in 
every issue of the Golden Shovel; 

 A free listing for your company in 
the Corporate Members’ section of 
the Omineca Mining Association 
website.

 Full access to all other Omineca 
Mining Association member services.

 The pride of helping build and 
maintain a strong voice for the 
industry, together.

All for one year, for $500.

ominecaminingassociation@gmail.comO
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COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL
GRAVEL PRODUCTS & GRAVEL DELIVERY 

Here at Mackenzie Gravel, we provide a variety 
of gravel products at competitive rates to meet 
our customers’ needs. Our office is conveniently 
located within the community, so you can reach us 
whenever you need us.

Cell# 250-997-7936
norm@mackenziesandandgravel.ca
MackenzieSandAndGravel.ca

296 Osilinka Road, Mackenzie


