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State Of The Association

Mark Oldenburg

A prospectors work should 
never cease. The fall of winter 
should just be a transition 
from prospecting in the field to 
prospecting in the information 
space. The saying " the best 
place to find a new gold mine 

is where there was an old gold mine " still rings true. As 
prospectors we should be using our downtime to research, 
research and research some more. The massive wealth of 
information available online is a treasure trove for us, and 
those that take advantage of it are far more likely to find 
success. This is the time to strategize for the next season, 
pick the best targets to work, and set up a plan of work for 
next year, and then work that plan. There are many sources 
of information but a great place to start is MapPlace2, 
Mineral Titles Online, and Minister of Mines Annual 
Reports which date back to 1874. Within these sources you 
can also find many links to prospectors reports, technical 

reports such as MinFile, Propety File, Assessment Report 
Indexing system (ARIS) and so much more current to 
even the past year. Google earth offers 3D viewing of your 
claim. Geoscience has ongoing studies and are releasing 
publications yearly. Their latest publication made the 
Prince George Citizen 

The information is out there, it is up to us to take 
advantage of it.
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The Golden Shovel is published quarterly by the
Omineca Mining Association, Box 948, Mackenzie BC, V0J 2C0.

EDITOR
Mitch Mortensen, 250-988-1325.

ADVERTISING
•    Display advertising: Contact Mitch Mortenson, 250-988-1325 for 

rates and availability.
•    Business Directory listings are available to members only.
•    Classified ads are free of charge, but we appreciate a donation to 

the OMA by non-members when your claim or equipment sells.

CIRCULATION
The Golden Shovel is provided to our members, to our Federal and 
Provincial Governments, including various Ministries and their 
representatives, and is available to the public online and at selected 
locations.

SUBMISSIONS
Send your related articles, stories, photographs, and letters 
to OminecaMiningAssociation@gmail.com. Text should be 
unformatted and images should be in high-resolution .jpg format. 

MISSION
•    Provide awareness and increase knowledge of mining, including 

various types of mines and mining practices. 
•    Promote the OMA objective of facilitating a balance where 

industry and the environment can prosper, where a governing 
practice of scientific fact is the law of the land, and development 
is tempered with reclamation. 

•    Feature stories about those who sought their fortune in 
mining— some made their fortune in gold, others found 
adventure, and the lucky ones found both.

DISCLAIMER
Opinions presented in the Golden Shovel are not necessarily those of 
the Golden Nugget or the OMA. We take no responsibility for errors 
or omissions in content. 

Have yourself a Merry Little 
Christmas!
Mitch Mortensen

Let your heart  be light

We have just crossed the threshold of the 11th issue of 
the Golden Shovel. Printed editions can be found at 
Books & Co in Prince George and Quesnel. We now have 
distribution at "Eureka" The Everything Store in Princeton 
and COOP in Mackenzie!

I just filled our first Platinum Level Membership. Please 
welcome Norcan Consulting Ltd . Northern Glass and 
Bulldog Diesel have joined our Silver membership ranks

All first year members now receive a OMA $1 poker chip. 
Renewals will recieve a OMA $5 Chip yet to me minted. 
Looking forward to minting an entire collection. 

First year silver, gold and platinum members will now 
recive a 1oz coppr prospetor coin as part of their benefits. 
1oz Silver coins will be soon be part of gold and platinum 
members

The Association is cash positive and more issues of the 
Golden Shovel will be printed into the new year!

The status of permitting is in terrible shape industry wide. 
Forestry, oil and gas are also under a bureaucratic siege. It 
appeares to be government self induced from layer upon 
layer of bureaucracy. Water permits are also requiring 
answers to unreasonable questions. Now they want a hefty 
fee to process your NOW for their incompetence.

Notice of work applications show an acknowledgement 
of having “read and understood the UN Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Truth and 
Reconcilliation Commision of Canada’s call to Action.”

Where does all this stand with our rights under this 
country’s Constitution to earn a living and our mobility 
rights as a citizen? Court decisons such as one with the 
Blueberry River Band and treaty 8 are rippling through 
the various Ministry’s. There are multiple Native bands 
with overlapping territorial boundary’s. Cultural heritege 
is important but what is important to one native band is not 
important to another.

In closing, from all of us here at the OMA... Stay warm, 
stay safe, and may your pans be heavy in the New Year!

Remember, drivers ignoring winter conditions may be 
subject to natural selection.

President’s Message

Enjoy the benefits of

NUGGET MEMBERSHIP
 A free Business Directory listing in the 

Golden Shovel; 

 A free listing in the OMA Corporate 
Members’ section.

 Access to other OMA member services.

 The pride of helping build and maintain a 
strong voice for the industry.

All for one year, for only $50.
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Enjoy the benefits of

OMA MEMBERSHIP
 Digital subscription to the Golden Shovel; 

 Professional consultation and other 
assistance for your project.

 Access to other OMA member services.

 The pride of helping build and maintain a 
strong voice for the industry.

All for one year, for only $25.
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n Enjoy the benefits of

SILVER 
MEMBERSHIP
 A free bussiness card ad in 4 issues 

of the Golden Shovel;

 A free Business Directory listing in 4 
issues of the Golden Shovel; 

 A free company listing in the 
Corporate Members’ section of 
the Omineca Mining Association 
website.

 Full access to all other Omineca 
Mining Association member 
services.

 The pride of helping build and 
maintain a strong voice for the 
industry, together.

All for one year, for $100.

ominecaminingassociation@gmail.com
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Accusations Of Harrassment On The Fraser River
Mitch Mortensen
A Free miner in the Fraser valley 
details his experience while 
exploring his gold claims on the 
Fraser River.
“My claim is on the Fraser 
River. Three times over the last 

year native band members have come out and threatened 
people who are working on the claim on my behalf. They 
physically threatened people forcing them to leave.”
“The claim is on Crown land but its next to an Indian 
Reserve. We don’t have to cross the reserve. The access is 
via a public road and ferry.”
“The band office tells me they hired “security” to keep 
people out of that area. I let them know I have a claim and 
its on crown land. They told me they are trying to get rid of 
claims in that area.”
It was determined the 
person responsible for 
resolving these issues 
is the Chief Gold Commissioner. But when the Free Miner 
contacted the Chief Gold Commissioner, their response 
was not what he expected to receive. The email received 
was… the opposition to 
“placer mining activities along the Fraser River is in large 
part due to the number of trespasses that continue to occur 
on Federal Indian Reserve land and Private land that exist 
along the lower Fraser River. While I recognize that you 
are aware of the distinctions between Crown land, private 
and Federal Indian Reserve land,  many recorded holders 
are not, and continue to cause issues such as unauthorized 
access, unpermitted activities, littering and other non-
mining activities such as recreational camping.   It is the 
case that with the exception of a couple permitted placer 
operators, the vast majority of placer mining activity in 
recent years on the Fraser River is recreational activity.   
This First Nation has recognized, along with other First 
Nations, that these recreational activities are inconsistent 
with rights granted with a mineral claim under the Mineral 
Tenure Act.” 
Indian Reserve land is considered Alienated land. 
Alienated land is land that is essentially off limits to Free 
Miners. The Free Miner must first gain permission from 
the Indian band to cross through the Indian Reserve to 
access their claim or they will have to go around the 
Reserve. Written permission is ideal. The email goes on to 

say
“This First Nation are not opposed to recreational hand 
panning activities provided they do not require registration 
of mineral titles and provided persons so engaged in 
such recreational activities are doing so lawfully and 
respectfully.” 
There is a certain hypocrisy to opposing a Free Miner 
from accessing their claim to do hand work on the grounds 
of “recreational panning and camping” but then state 
they are welcome to the general public to recreationally 
hand panning and camping. The general public carry no 
responsibility to adhering to the mines act or even the 
guidelines of update 38. They would know less than the 
average Free Miner. In fact the chief gold commissioner 
has no authority over the public.
The Chief Gold Commissioners Response continues with

My only comment on the 
allegations of harassment, 
intimidation,  or other 

personal conflicts, is that these may be matters for the 
RCMP to resolve.  I leave that to you and others to 
decide if formal complaints regarding such allegations 
are warranted.  I have no jurisdiction to investigate 
allegations of violence or harassment.
The Free Miner pressed the Chief Gold Commissioner for 
an answer to a couple questions
1) Why the Indian Band would oppose placer activities 
for a claim that isn’t on their reserve?
2) Have there been changes to the Mineral Tenure Act 
that remove a Free Miners Rights to access their claim on 
Crown Land?  
The Chief Gold Commissioner’s response was
“It should not come as a surprise to anyone in the business 
of mining that First Nations across the province have 
interests as well as potential rights and title claims across 
the entire province, and are actively interested in all forms 
of Crown land use.” 
 “Many First Nations are also not supportive of the online 
claim registration system, and the ability for a recorded 
holder to conduct hand work  without having to apply 
first for a permit, thus triggering the requirement for 
consultation.”  
“It is also the case that many persons in the business of 

Editorial: Mitch’s Musings

mining and exploration first reach out to First Nations 
when operating in their traditional territories to keep them 
apprised of their proposed activities and to build positive 
and constructive relationships.”  
In another email the Chief Gold Commissioner confirms
There have been no amendments to the Mineral Tenure Act 
or the Mineral Tenure Act Regulation since your placer 
claim was registered.
The Free Miner explained that there are other claim 
owners in the area who have been “harassed” and forced 
to leave their claims. They are not trespassing or engaging 
in “non mining activities”. At last communication the 
Free Miner was waiting for a response from the Indian 
Band concerning educating these “security personnel”. 
He alluded to pressing charges against the individuals 
involved should this unlawful behaviour continue.
A transcript of a phone call revealed that the Indian Band 
has concerns over looting following a wildfire in 2021. 
That is understandable as thefts increase substantially 
following a natural disaster. The potential of this being 
perpetuated by Free Miners though is low. A mine site is 
just as vulnerable to being looted by criminals and many 
are preyed on every year. However, there does seem to be 
an ignorance towards the facts and a hostile tone within the 
transcript suggests the public are not welcome there either.
In my opinion, to suggest a Free Miner must ask 
permission from the many Indian Bands with 
overlapping land claims to stake a claim on crown land 
is unconstitutional. Extending consultation to hand work 
is ridiculous and will only further alienate and divide 
otherwise good people. Hand work will never meet the 
definition of a mine within the Mines Act. Any attempt to 
expand the definition of a mine to include hand work will 
most certainly fail in the face of a constitutional challenge. 
As I understand it, the government and ministry have 
already introduced a No Registration Reserve in that part 
of the Fraser River in 2019. I don’t believe there was 
any consultation for the Free Miner when the No Staking 
Reserve was proposed. If that is true, not even our own 
Ministry will recognize the rights of a Free Miner. 
Since the staking process has gone digital, there has been 
a successful effort to progressively close out viable and 
proven areas by our Chief Gold Commissioner and most 
especially under this current NDP government.
These closures  will affect all of us for generations to 
come, including the Indian Bands. The Fraser River is 

the site of the first discovery of gold. The many sandbars 
replenish with gold every spring flood. Seasonal sandbars 
are about as close as you get to having a renewable 
resource. 
There are several ancient and unexplored channels of the 
Fraser River. Theses resources are well away from the 
current river channel and can be mined without harming 
the land or fish.
The potential for a gainful living, mining placer gold on 
the Fraser River is proven. However, closures mean a loss 
of jobs today and tomorrow. Its all politics.
It is the Free Miners responsibility to know the laws 
concerning “alienated land” and how the law applies to the 
Free Miner in proximity to Federal Indian Reserve land. 
If this accusation resembles you, then have some respect 
and seek permission to enter/cross alienated land or find 
another route to your claim.

Gold Nugget

IF your gonna pick a fight with me, ya better bring 
lunch                                             - John Tree

"The current laws state that all minerals in BC belong to the 
people of BC, not only certain ethnic groups"- Free miner
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 Editorial: Mitch's Musings

The Omineca Mining Association 
is a non-profit organization. 

THE OMA MISSION
 EDUCATE the public, government, and 

miners in the importance of mining;

 RAISE AWARENESS about problems and 
solutions in the mining industry and 
government in the Omineca; and

 PROMOTE responsible, environmentally 
sustainable, mining practices, and innovative 
mining methods and solutions.

 ASSIST, SUPPORT, AND ADVOCATE for our 
members.

OminecaMiningAssociation@gmail.com

mailto:ominecaminingassociation%40gmail.com?subject=article%20or%20good%20story


A Campaign of Distortion and Vilification

Western Miner 

Vol 42 No2 February 1969

C. H. Mitchell 

For many months the mining industry in British Columbia 
has been the victim of a malicious campaign of slander, 
distortion, and outright lies unequalled in the history of the 
province. A project to revive and restructure a dying coal 
mining industry; to provide hard to find capital; to provide 
jobs at decent wages and with decent living conditions; 
to construct a super port - all this for the benefit of every 
man, woman and child in British Columbia – one would 
expect such a program to be a matter for congratulations 
and encouragement. New money, new industry, new jobs, 
new provincial revenue, are these things to be sneered at, 
harassed, and vilified? The answer is yes indeed as far as 
most vocal and hysterical group of self-appointed opinion 
moulders is concerned. 
Traditionally the mining industry is quiet, non political 
and persistent in minding its own business. It has been 
for more than 100 years of the major contributors to the 
economic growth and development of British Columbia. 
In the past two decades the benefits obtained from mining 
by every resident of the province have multiplied beyond 
the most optimistic forecast. The industry’s record as a 
good citizen will stand up to scrutiny and comparison as 
well as any and better than most. If the mining industry 
has a major weakness it may rest in a reluctance to defend 
itself and to tell its story in an age when “the media have 
become the message” to an extent that disturbs many 
people. Reluctant or not, the time has come for the mining 
industry and al the many thousands of people associated 
with it to set the record straight and to hit back at their 
enemies with every means at their disposal.
A start should be made with the CBC. The unbelievably 
biased performance of this state owned tax payer 
subsidized communication medium in a supposed public 
affairs program sub-titled “The Rape of the Rock” should 

not pass unchallenged. By the use of distortion, half-
truths and no factual inference, the viewing public (a large 
segment of which is a captive audience) was by means of 
this program subjected to a brain-washing on the alleged 
evils of the mining industry that generated nation-wide 
hysteria and antagonism. 
With few exceptions, radio “hot liners”, the garbage 
dispensers of the air waves, lost no time in jumping on the 
emotional bandwagon with their own version, and their 
own emotional distortions.
Vociferous spokesman for wild-life groups, whose 
contributions to the wellbeing of the province appears 
to be encompassed in ensuring an annual carnival of 
slaughter of game birds and animals in the name of 
sportsmanship, overnight became self appointed experts 
on mining procedures and mounted their own public 
campaign of distortion and vilification.
For reasons best known to the owners and publishers, 
a section of the daily and weekly press seized on “strip 
mining” as a convenient vehicle to attack the provincial 
government and an emotion-stirring subject with little 
danger of reprisal. Headlines over the months have 
shrieked “Rape” , “Destruction” , “sellout”,  and similar 
irresponsible charges beyond any limits of factual 
reporting, fair comment or decency. Editorial writers, fish 
and game writers, gossip columnists and others have been 
encouraged to vent their spleen and give full sway to their 
fantasies regardless, or perhaps in recognition of their 
boundless ignorance of the subject.
The saddest part of all this stupidity is that the mining 
industry has sustained serious and probably irreparable 
damage, to be exemplified in regressive and unjustifiably 
restrictive legislation. But no one, not the broadcasters, nor 
the writers, not the loud mouthed “Experts”, has said what 
the mining industry has done that should not have been 
done. The industry has been tried and found guilty by self-
appointed “kangaroo courts” in the press, on the air, and at 
public meetings, but it is still waiting to hear what offense 
has been committed.
If this kind of treatment is what the mining industry should 
expect for the future it had better direct its attention to 
other areas than British Columbia. There are any number 
of attractive places seeking venture capital that are 
prepared to give assurances of fair and decent treatment. In 
the meantime, the industry should lose no opportunity to 
challenge its detractors.

time Capsule  

BC does not enjoy 'stong investment' in mining sector
February 22, 2022

Fraser Institute Blog

In its recent throne speech, the British Columbia 
government touted the province’s “high environmental 
standards, skilled labour, and partnerships with First 
Nations” that help attract “strong investment from around 
the world,” while pointing to the mining sector. However, 
the notion that B.C.’s policy environment is attractive for 
mining investment does not correspond with reality.

Consider investment. Capital investment in B.C.’s mining 
industry averaged $988 million annually between 2015 
and 2019. Due largely to COVID-19, capital investment in 
2020 was $910 million—a 15 per cent drop compared to 
2019. However, in stark contrast to Ontario, Quebec and 
Saskatchewan (the other three large mining provinces), 
B.C. has not been able to return to pre-pandemic 
investment levels. Investment in B.C.’s mining sector was 
just $720 million in 2021—21 per cent less than in 2020 
and 27 per cent less than its 2015-2019 annual average.

So, why are other mining provinces able to attract more 
investment than B.C.?

Our latest Annual Mining Survey, which tracks the 
perception of senior executives in the mining industry 
to determine which jurisdictions are attractive (or 
unattractive) for investment based on government policies 
and geological potential, sheds some light.

Despite investors highly rating B.C.’s mineral potential 
(the province ranked 10th out of 77 surveyed jurisdictions 
in 2020), they indicated that the province’s policy 
environment was a drag on its ability to attract investment. 
In fact, the B.C. ranked 41st (of 77) on policy factors 
alone, the second-worst performing province after 
Manitoba.

In particular, two policy factors continue to significantly 
hamper the province’s mining competitiveness—
uncertainty concerning disputed land claims and protected 
areas. Indeed, 78 per cent of respondents for B.C. indicated 

that the uncertainty around disputed land claims deters 
investment (province ranked 73rd out of 77 on this policy 
factor).

And 75 per cent of respondents indicated that uncertainty 
around protected areas discouraged investment in the 
province (B.C. ranked 74th of 77 on this policy factor). 
Put simply, B.C.’s policy framework around disputed 
land claims and protected areas remains one of the most 
uncompetitive in the world according to senior executives 
in the industry.

Clearly, the B.C. government can’t solely rely on the 
province’s mineral potential to attract investment. In 
reality, policy factors matter to investors. If the Horgan 
government hopes to attract the investment required to 
develop these resources, it must resolve ongoing policy 
issues.

fraser institute blog - reality check
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Enjoy the benefits of a

GOLD 
MEMBERSHIP
 A free, ¼-page display ad in 4 issues 

of the Golden Shovel;

 A free Business Directory listing in 4 
issues of the Golden Shovel; 

 A free listing for your company in 
the Corporate Members section of 
the Omineca Mining Association 
website.

 Full access to all other Omineca 
Mining Association members’ 
services.

 The pride of helping us build a 
strong voice for the industry, 
together.

All for one year, for $300.
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to the exclusive property of everything that their country 
produces, as the inhabitants of this Sound.”

At first, they wanted our people to pay for the wood and 
water that they carried on board; and had I been upon the 
spot, when these demands were made, I should certainly 
have complied with them. Our workmen, in my absence, 
thought differently; for they took but little notice of such 
claims and the natives, when they found that we were 
determined to pay nothing, at last ceased to apply. But they 
made a merit of necessity; and frequently afterward took 
occasion to remind us that they had given us wood and 
water out of friendship.”

Though Cook’s instructions were “with the consent of 
the natives, to take possession in the name of the King of 
Great Britain of convenient situations in such countries as 
you may discover,” he nevertheless made no attempt to 
formally claim sovereignty at Yuquot (‘Friendly Cove’). 
In fact, he concluded that the Mowachaht “considered 
the place as entirely their property, without fearing any 
superiority.”

In short order, the maritime fur trade commenced, 
primarily by British and American commercial enterprises.

Spain quickly reacted. The Spanish fort of San Miguel was 
immediately established, then abandoned – but not before 
two British ships were confiscated and their captain, James 
Colnett, incarcerated in San Blas, Mexico.

This led the British government to demand restitution and 
press a competing claim of sovereignty.

Captain James Cook

The Spanish Fort of San Miguel at Nooka, c. 1790's

Restitution would also demand recognition of land 
purchased at Yuquot for establishment of a fort by John 
Meares, apparently conveyed by Chief Maquinna – 
though he later denied it. The “Nootka Crisis” of 1789 
coincided with the fall of the Bastille in revolutionary 
France; without its old ally, Britain realized Spain was 
substantially weakened – and seized the moment.

Britain asserted that Spain’s claim of prior rights of 
discovery were insufficient for exclusive ownership, and 
instead argued (with the threat of military force) that rights 

The Forgotten Treaty-Making of Chief Maquinna
Published November 17, 2018 in TheOrca.ca

Daniel Marshall
It’s easy to take for granted 
today, but the “British” part of 
British Columbia’s history was 
never a foregone conclusion.
Spain, the United States, 
and even Russia had equally 
viable claims – and were it not 
for a remarkable Indigenous 

leader and the way he dealt with the first European and 
Americans to his shores, history may well have unfolded 
differently.
For centuries, Spain treated the Pacific Ocean as a Spanish 
lake. Only the occasional British freebooter – such as 
Sir Francis Drake – challenged their otherwise unrivaled 
supremacy.
In 1778, this changed with the arrival of Captain 
James Cook in Nootka Sound, launching the maritime 
fur trade and the great rush for sea otter pelts to what 
was considered, from a European perspective, the last 
unmapped coastline in the world.

Landing at Nootka, on the west coast of Vancouver Island, 
Cook recorded one of the earliest European views of 
Indigenous conceptions of property rights. Cook instructed 
his crew to obtain a variety of resources, and quickly found 
that the Mowachaht people demanded fair payment. With 
respect to cutting grass, in particular, Cook stated:
“I had not the least imagination that the natives could 
make any objections to our furnishing ourselves with what 
seemed to be of no use to them, but was necessary for us. 
However, I was mistaken; for the moment our men began 
to cut, some of the inhabitants interposed and would not 
permit them to proceed, saying they must makook; that is, 
must first buy it.”
Captain Cook’s observation is important. He had entered 
an Indigenous world that had yet to experience, or be 
altered by, the intense trading practices of the maritime fur 
trade that shortly ensued. Cook continued:
“Here I must observe that I have nowhere, in my several 
voyages, met with any uncivilized nation, or tribe, who 
had such strict notions of their having a right to

Seizure of Captain Colnett

https://theorca.ca/resident-pod/the-forgotten-treaty-making-of-chief-maquinna/
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For First Nations in coastal British Columbia, the histor-
ic record of the maritime fur trade provides substantial 
evidence of continuous use and occupation of traditional 
territories prior to 1846 – the kind of evidence demanded 
by courts.

For inland Indigenous Nations, the written historic record 
prior to 1846 may be slim at best, and thus difficult to pro-
vide ‘proof’ according to the, at times, seemingly self-jus-
tifying European rules of the game.

The Nootka Crisis not only defined how rights and title 
would be defined in British Columbia, but set a different 
course for B.C. which could otherwise just as easily ended 
up part of Mexico, the United States, or possibly even 
Russia.

That, also, is something to reflect upon these days.

A fifth-generation British Columbian, Daniel Marshall is 
an author, professor, curator, documentarian, and research-
er focusing on British Columbia’s relatively untold but rich 
history. He is a recognized leader and award-winning re-
searcher on historic Native-Newcomer relations, and their 
evolution and implications on Aboriginal rights today. 
His award-winning documentary, Canyon War: The Untold 
Story, has aired on Knowledge Network, APTN, and PBS. 
His latest book, Claiming the Land: British Columbia and 
the Making of a New El Dorado, is available in bookstores 
across B.C.

statue of Chief Maquinna, BC Legislature, by Charles 
Maragaon

of discovery could only be maintained through continuous 
occupation.
Spain acceded. This proved to be a decisive turning 
point; not only in the decline of the Spanish Empire, 
but ultimately made it possible for Canada to extend its 
sovereignty to the Pacific, some 80 years later.
The story doesn’t end there. Mostly forgotten today, there 
were other competing non-Indigenous sovereignties on the 
Northwest Coast during the “Nootka Crisis.”
In 1791, Chief Maquinna and five sub-altern chiefs sold 
land in Nootka Sound to John Kendrick, an American 
captain. Ten muskets were apparently traded for the 
purchase and the chiefs put their “X’s” to a formal deed of 
sale.
Like the Meares claim, Kendrick’s was viewed as a 
possible basis for American sovereignty in the region – 
particularly by President Thomas Jefferson.  The text of the 
Kendrick Treaty reads:
To all persons to whom these presents shall come: I, 
Macquinnah, the chief, and with my other chiefs, do send 
greeting:
Know ye that I, Macquinnah, of Nootka sound, on the 
north-west coast of America, for and in consideration 
of ten muskets, do grant and sell unto John Kendrick, 
of Boston, commonwealth of Massachusetts, in North 
America, a certain harbor in said Nootka sound, called 
Chastacktoos, in which the brigantine Lady Washington 
lay at anchor on the twentieth day of July, 1791, with all 
the land, rivers, creeks, harbors, islands, &c, within nine 
miles north, east, west and south of said harbor, with all 
the produce of both sea and land appertaining thereto; 
only the said John Kendrick does grant and allow the said 

Chief Maquinna

Maquinnah to live and fish on the said territory as usual.

And by these presents does grant and sell to the said 
John Kendrick, his heirs, executors and administrators, 
all the above mentioned territory, known by the Indian 
name Chastacktoos, but now by the name of the Safe 
Retreat harbor; and also do grant and sell to the said John 
Kendrick, his heirs, executors and administrators, a free 
passage through all the rivers and passages, with all the 
outlets which lead to and from the said Nootka sound, of 
which, by the signing these presents, I have delivered unto 
the said John Kendrick.

Signed with my own hand and the other chiefs’, and 
bearing even date, to have and to hold the said premises, 
&c., to him, the said John Kendrick, his heirs, executors, 
and administrators, from henceforth and forever, as his 
property absolutely, without any other consideration 
whatever.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the 
hands of my other chiefs, this twentieth day of July, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-one.

Largely forgotten to history, the Kendrick Treaties are 
extraordinary for their time. The land purchase was 
confirmed the following year by both the Spanish and 
British authorities through interviews with Chief Maquinna 
himself. As the historian Warren Cook has stated:

A year later the Spanish would endeavor to secure a deed 
of purchase from Ma-Kwee-na. Loyal to his agreement 
with Kendrick, in the new sale the old chief expressly 
exempted the land conveyed to his American friend. 
Although not then at Nootka, Kendrick heard about 
this; conceiving that his deeds possessed diplomatic 
importance, he registered them with the American consul 
in Canton and remitted duplicates to the American 
government.

The American claim to what is today British Columbia 
was substantial, especially having subsequently inherited 
Spain’s prior rights of discovery to the Northwest Coast. 
It wasn’t until the Oregon Boundary Settlement of 1846 
(which extended the 49th parallel to the Pacific) could 
Britain claim “undivided sovereignty” of what is today 
Canadian territory.

That’s why 1846 is considered the critical year for 
confirming pre-existing indigenous sovereignties within 
British Columbian and Canadian courts today. By then, 
land transactions between Indigenous peoples and colonial 
authorities were based on this principle: continuous use 
and occupation determined rights and title.
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A good indication that there is a cat in the area and if you 
have dogs with you, they will not leave your side. As I left 
the canyon calmly, I was greeted by the landowner whose 
land I must cross to get to my claims. He told me that there 
was a big cat that he scared off and headed up to where I 
was. 
Anyway, I digress. This year was a lot different than any 
other year. I have always liked the peace and tranquility of 
being in the canyon with its many canyon pools and nice 
pay streaks that are left behind from previous years flood 
events.
This last season with the major flood event from the past 
fall, really changed up the river. The canyon pools I once 
enjoyed for their beauty and cooling off when it got too 
hot, were now gone. Each of these pools had guardians 
in the way of massive boulders, 20 ton plus. To my 
surprise these boulders have all been moved 200 yards 
downstream. The energy that it must have taken to move 
these rocks is just absolutely beyond belief.
With an event this major this is what the old timers must 
have called a 100-year flood. What the flood left behind, or 
uncovered, was a gold miners dream. There were benches 
previously buried in 12 feet of gravel that were now down 
to bedrock. There were 2-foot-wide quartz veins covered 
by 200-year-old trees and debris that were all of sudden 
exposed. There was a white clay seam 1 foot wide littered 
with pyrite that very well could be related to the great 
elephant channel that travels from the Yukon to California 
and was completely hidden before.
When I first came into the Tulameen valley 20 years ago I 
knew this was the place where I could make all my dreams 
come true.
Over the last several years, I have had the opportunity to 
meet many old-time miners and hear the stories they had 
to tell. From a miner nicknamed Burkey, who drove his cat 
down the canyon walls in Lawless Creek in the 1950s, to 
a family that logged their trees to help support the walls in 
the silver mines in the Tulameen valley.
This adventure I have had for the last 20 years has filled 
my mind with stories and dreams and hopes for the future 
of mining in the Tulameen Valley. Being part of a 100-year 
flood is something only the miners of old could say they 
have witnessed, but I saw it! And what I witnessed, is a 
part of history.

Lawless Creek During the Flood. View the video Here

A Hundred  year Flood 
Chad Winquist 
The year and time are the fall 
of 2021, the Lower mainland 
and surrounding areas have 
been bombarded with torrential 
rain which seems to never end. 
Hearing and seeing the stories of 
the devastation and destruction 
breaks my heart and I have mass 
sympathy for those families that 
have been affected by the floods, 
especially in the Chilliwack/ 

Sumas Valley.
As I sat and looked out my window, I received a message 
from a friend who lives in the Tulameen valley. He said 
he’d never seen anything like that before. The flooding was 
worse than in 1985. The bridges had been washed out, all 
the fields were flooded, the trees and debris were causing 
havoc everywhere. The pictures he sent me showed he 
wasn’t exaggerating at all.  As I looked in complete awe, 
I couldn’t help but think how amazing my up-and-coming 
mining season might be!
The Tulameen Valley has had mining going on since the 
1800s. There have been rumors and legends told about the 
valley and all its gold, silver, and platinum, it holds in its 
creeks and rivers. The most famous being Johnny Chance 
and Granite Creek with the discovery of gold and platinum 
and its rumored cashes of platinum nuggets stashed by 
miners all around the valley.
The many stories of the Tulameen River and its massive 
gold deposits that have never been found, the surrounding 
creeks and tributaries such as Britton Creek, aka Eagle 
Creek, Lawless Creek, aka Bear Creek, and many others 
in the valley have been depositing gold and silver and 
platinum for millennia. If you let your mind wander, 
and wonder why these creek names were changed; ‘who 
were the miners that mined them?’ ‘What is the history 
of them?’ You can really come up with some interesting 
answers.
The rumor or history on Britton Creek is part of the 
Murphy Lakes system and drains into the Tulameen River, 
as does Lawless Creek. Rumor says it was called Bear 
Creek because the black bears and grizzlies used to use it 
as a highway to come up and down from the mountains in 
the spring and fall.
This article will focus on Lawless Creek. Particularly 
where is enters the Tulameen river and surrounding area.

My name is Chad Winquist and I have been prospecting 
and working Lawless Creek since 2013.
I have spent many hours and days seeking out its treasures 
and secrets, from the rainbow chert deposits, the gold and 
silver streaks, the 1/2-inch cubes of pyrite, and the teardrop 
shaped platinum nuggets.
As you enter the creek you are slowly consumed by its 
beauty and surrounding canyon walls, which seem to reach 
up to the sky. The canyon itself is about 75 feet wide, at 
most, and one can only respect and fear what the creek 
might do if there was a sudden flash flood. There are 
stories of Chinese minors from the 1800s that were washed 
right out of the creek because of these kinds of events.
As you walk up the creek there is an eerie feeling you get, 
which is hard to explain, but you feel trapped, disoriented, 
and the only sounds you hear are rushing water and the 
odd rock falling from hundreds of feet from the top of the 
canyon. As you walk along the creek bed you start to see 
animal tracks in the sand, such as moose, bear, deer, birds, 
and what look like human barefoot tracks.
The hair stands up on the back of your neck and then you 
come across the only animal trail in the canyon which is 
very well used. Then your mind wanders, and you have 
flash backs to pictures and movie scenes of cougars and 
mountain lions perched at the top of these canyon cliffs 
waiting to pounce at whatever walks underneath.
While I was in the canyon this mining season, I was 
scared out by a cat. As I walked up the creek, the rocks 
were falling from the cliffs and the screams from it echoed 
throughout the canyon. It was if it was saying “Get out 
Now!!!”

Lawless Creek
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King George III
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A royal Proclamation

King George III  Proclamation of 1763 
Mitch Mortensen

During the seven years war in 1759, The British emerged 
victorious in the battle for Quebec. They began asserting 
their power over the defeated French and their Indian 
allies. Under the leadership of Jeffery Amherst their trade 
practices with the Indians had changed to restricting the 
distribution of gunpowder and ammunition. A treaty signed 
in good faith was violated with the construction of Fort 
Sandusky in 1761 and British colonists began entering the 
region. 

Pontiac  (Obwaandi'eyaag) was a chief of the Ottawa 
peoples and saw the British as an adversary who needed 
to be driven from the land. During the summer of 1762 
there was a secret council of Ottawa, Ojibwa, Huron, 
Potawatomi, and others that meet at Detroit. The idea was 
a united stand against the British. 

The following year on May 7, 1763, Pontiac attempts 
to make a surprise attack on Fort Detroit. Major Henry 
Gladwin, the commander of Fort Detroit had been tipped 
off about the impending attack and was able to make ready. 
Pontiac decides not to attack the fort but to lay siege upon 
it instead. For six months Pontiac laid siege to Fort Detroit. 
Within weeks of the siege Fort Sandusky and eight more 
forts were captured. 

An excerpt from a letter written at Fort Detroit July 6, 
1763

We have been besieged here two months by six hundred 
Indians. We have been upon the watch night and day, from 
the commanding officer to the lowest soldier, since the 8th 
of May. We have not had our clothes off, nor slept a night 
since the siege began. 

Finally, on October 7, 1763, a Royal Proclamation is made 
by King George III regarding his claimed British territory 
in North America. He states  that aboriginal title has 
existed and continues to exist and that all land would be 
considered Aboriginal land until ceded by treaty. 

It was a bold proclamation and Pontiac on October 31, 
1763 ended the siege on Detroit, the largest British Fort 
in the great lakes region. It would be two more years and 
in July 1765 before Pontiac and Colonel George Croghan 
would come to an agreement to end the war. Pontiac is 
clear that the French submission in the new world has 
nothing to do with the Indian nations as the French had not 
conquered them

.

The proclamation became part of the Canadian Constitution in Section 35, 
which states

35. (1) The existing aboriginal and treaty rights of the aboriginal peoples of 
Canada are hereby recognized and affirmed.

(2) In this Act, “aboriginal peoples of Canada” includes the Indian, Inuit and 
Métis peoples of Canada.

(3) For greater certainty, in subsection (1) “treaty rights” includes rights that 
now exist by way of land claims agreements or may be so acquired.

(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, the aboriginal and 
treaty rights referred to in subsection (1) are guaranteed equally to male and 
female persons.

A royal Proclamation

Above Left - Major General Henry Gladwin commander of Fort Detroit, Above Right - Obwaandi'eyaag (Pontiac), Below 
Seige of Fort Detroit - by Fredreric Remington

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeffery_Amherst,_1st_Baron_Amherst
https://www.forttours.com/pages/fortsandusky.asp
https://www.forttours.com/pages/fortsandusky.asp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontiac_%28Ottawa_leader%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Gladwin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Gladwin
http://www.emersonkent.com/history/timelines/pontiac_war_timeline.htm
https://www.sfu.ca/~palys/The%20Royal%20Proclamation.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_III


Golden Shovel Issue #11 Page 19Page 18 Issue #11 Golden Shovel

with the Declaration.
Action plan
 6 (1) The Minister must, in consultation and 
cooperation with Indigenous peoples and with other 
federal ministers, prepare and implement an action plan to 
achieve the objectives of the Declaration.
Content
(2) The action plan must include
 (a) measures to
 (i) address injustices, combat prejudice and 
eliminate all forms of violence, racism and discrimination, 
including systemic racism and discrimination, against 
Indigenous peoples and Indigenous elders, youth, children, 
women, men, persons with disabilities and gender-diverse 
persons and two-spirit persons, and
 (ii) promote mutual respect and understanding as 
well as good relations, including through human rights 
education; and
 (b) measures related to monitoring, oversight, 
recourse or remedy or other accountability measures with 
respect to the implementation of the Declaration.
Nowhere in the Charter, Acts, Regulations or the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
is there a clause stating that Free Miners are obligated to 
consult with the Indigenous peoples on their own behalf. 
Since the Kings Proclamation of 1763, it is in fact the 
responsibility of government to conduct nation to nation 
consultation. It is the responsibility of the citizens to file 
the proper documents to be a Free miner and to lawfully 
stake a claim.
"We do hereby strictly forbid, on Pain of Our Displeasure, 
all Our loving Subjects from making any Purchases or 
Settlements whatever, or taking Possession of any of the 

Lands above reserved, without Our especial Leave and 
Licence for that Purpose first obtained." – King George III
"And whereas it is just and reasonable, and essential to 
Our Interest and the Security of Our Colonies, that the 
several Nations or Tribes of Indians, with whom We are 
connected, and who live under Our Protection, should not 
be molested or disturbed in the Possession of such Parts of 
Our Dominions and Territories as, not having been ceded 
to, or purchased by Us, are reserved to them, or any of 
them, as their Hunting Grounds. …"– King George III
Our Constitution holds basic rights for all Canadians to 
travel anywhere they please within our nation’s boarders. 
Section 6 in our Charter speaks to Mobility Rights
Mobility of citizens
 6 (1) Every citizen of Canada has the right to 
enter, remain in and leave Canada.
Rights to move and gain livelihood
(2) Every citizen of Canada and every person who has the 
status of a permanent resident of Canada has the right
 (a) to move to and take up residence in any 
province; and
 (b) to pursue the gaining of a livelihood in any 
province.
Canadian Citizen holding a Free Miners Certificate have 
the right to stake a claim for the purpose of exploring for 
minerals. Exploring for minerals is a gainful living. Just 
like your average citizen, Free Miners also have the right 
to enter any part of crown land. 
A mineral title conveys the right to use, enter and occupy 
the surface of the claim or lease for the exploration and 
development or production of minerals or placer minerals, 
including the treatment of ore and concentrates, and all 
operations related to the business of mining -Mineral and 

The Royal Proclamation also set the stage for the 
American Revolutionary war in 1775. It is reported 
George Washington wrote to his agent in 1767 in support 
of illegally buying as much Native American land as 
possible. He believed the proclamation would be revoked. 
Washington’s words were 
“This I say between ourselves, it (Royal Proclamation) was 
only meant as a temporary expedient to quiet the minds of 
the Indians.”  
The proclamation forbade settlers from claiming land from 
the Aboriginal occupants, unless it has been first bought by 
the crown and then sold to the settlers. Only the crown can 
buy land from the indigenous peoples.
The proclamation became part of the Canadian 
Constitution in Section 35. 
While this Section of the constitution recognizes and 
affirms existing aboriginal rights, it does not define 
them. Defining “existing aboriginal rights” is an ongoing 
process. This process is most often decided by the supreme 
court.
What is unique about Section 35 is that it is exempt from 
the “notwithstanding clause” that applies to the Charter. 
The federal government cannot override Aboriginal rights. 
Section 35 was added in response to aboriginal 
organizations and activists joining together to have their 
title and rights recognized in the Constitution.
The Union of BC Indian Chiefs is a political organization 
made of many Indian Bands in BC. They had asserted each 
Indian Band as a Sovereign Nation. They took the position 
that the agreements they had with Britain prior to the 
British North American Act are the foundation of which 
international rights of Aboriginal nations are based.
The Constitution as drafted bore no reference to the 
treaties and proclamations where Indian Rights were 

recognized. Instead, it resembled another step in the 
assimilation of the Aboriginal peoples across Canada. 
Much like the White Paper in 1969.
Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau and then Minister of 
Indian Affairs, Jean Chretien had attempted to abolish the 
Indian act in 1969 with the White Paper.
The White Paper was meant to end the disparity of the 
Indian Act and bring equality to the aboriginal peoples 
of Canada. What it also meant was giving up their Indian 
status rights. Had the White Paper been conceived and 
kept with the fundamental principals of equality plus, 
it may have been a success. Equality plus was one of 
the recommendations made by Anthropologist Harry B. 
Hawthorn in a 1963 study. Some would argue the White 
Paper was a natural step in the “assimilation” process that 
started with Canada’s first Prime Minister. Others saw it 
as Canada emerging from two world wars as a nation of 
many races standing together as one country.
In 1982 Section 35 was added to the Constitution of 
Canada. The Aboriginal peoples had achieved Equality 
plus.
Over the past 40 years the Defining of Aboriginal rights 
has evolved from several Supreme Court rulings. The 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission was created in BC 
in response to efforts by people such as Phil Fontaine. BC 
is now the first province to have a plan to implement the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
People. This Declaration became an Act as of June 21, 
2021. 
This action plan by the Act
Consistency
5 The Government of Canada must, in consultation and 
cooperation with Indigenous peoples, take all measures 
necessary to ensure that the laws of Canada are consistent 

 George Washington Jeffery Amherst  Harry Hawthorn  Prime Minister Pierre Elliot Trudeau  jean Cretien  Phili Fontaine 

https://www.sfu.ca/~palys/The%20Royal%20Proclamation.pdf
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/Const/FullText.html
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/Const/FullText.html
https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/constitution_act_1982_section_35/
https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/the_white_paper_1969/
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/i-5/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/indigenous-people/aboriginal-peoples-documents/calls_to_action_english2.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/19044
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Permits
10   (0.1)In this section, "exempt person" means a person 
in a class of persons exempt under subsection (1.1) (a) 
from the requirement under subsection (1) to hold a 
permit.
(1)Before starting any work in, on or about a mine, the 
owner, agent, manager or any other person must hold a 
permit issued by the chief permitting officer and, as part 
of the application for the permit, there must be filed with 
an inspector a plan outlining the details of the proposed 
work and a program for the conservation of cultural 
heritage resources and for the protection and reclamation 
of the land, watercourses and cultural heritage resources 
affected by the mine, including the information, particulars 
and maps established by the regulations or the code.
(1.1)The Lieutenant Governor in Council, by regulation 
and on any terms and conditions considered necessary or 
advisable, may exempt
(a)one or more classes of persons, or
(b)a person or a ministry of the government respecting one 
or more classes of work in, on or about a mine
from the requirement under subsection (1) to hold a 
permit.
(1.2)Despite subsection (1.1) (a), the chief permitting 
officer may require an exempt person to comply with the 
requirement under subsection (1) to hold a permit if the 
chief permitting officer is satisfied that, because of the 
nature of the proposed work, it is necessary for the exempt 
person to hold a permit.
(2)The chief permitting officer, in writing and on any terms 
and conditions considered necessary or advisable, may 
exempt a person from the requirement under subsection (1) 
to hold a permit if
(a)the chief permitting officer is satisfied that, because of 
the nature of the proposed work, it is not necessary for the 
person to hold a permit, and
(b)the person is not an exempt person.
(2.01)Without limiting subsection (1.1) or (2), terms and 
conditions imposed under those subsections may include 
terms and conditions respecting any or all of the following:
(a)the provision of security in the manner and for purposes 
similar to those described in subsections (4) and (5);
(b)notification and reporting requirements;
(c)the use of qualified professionals;
(d)environmental protection and reclamation;
(e)public health and safety.
(2.02)A person exempt from the requirement under 

subsection (1) to hold a permit must comply with the terms 
and conditions, if any, imposed under subsections (1.1), (2) 
and (2.01), as applicable.
(3)If the chief permitting officer considers the application 
for a permit is satisfactory and if the applicant has 
complied with the regulations, if any, made under section 
38 (2) (l) respecting applications for permits, the chief 
permitting officer may issue the permit, and the permit 
may contain conditions that the chief permitting officer 
considers necessary.
(4)The chief permitting officer may, as a condition of 
issuing a permit under subsection (3), require that the 
owner, agent, manager or permittee give security in the 
amount and form, and subject to conditions, specified by 
the chief permitting officer
(a)for mine reclamation, and
(b)to provide for protection of, and mitigation of damage 
to, watercourses and cultural heritage resources affected 
by the mine.
(5)If required by the chief permitting officer, the owner, 
agent, manager or permittee, in each year, must deposit 
security in an amount and form satisfactory to the chief 
permitting officer so that, together with the deposit under 
subsection (4) and calculated over the estimated life of the 
mine, there will be money necessary to perform and carry 
out properly
(a)all the conditions of the permit relating to the matters 
referred to in subsection (4) at the proper time, and
(b)all the orders and directions of the chief permitting 
officer or an inspector respecting the fulfillment of the 
conditions relating to the matters referred to in subsection 
(4).

Placer Rights in British Columbia
However, In the Mineral Tenure Act Regulation there 
is term called “Alienated land”. This term is defined as 
follows
(a)land in a park established under an Act of British 
Columbia or Canada;
(a.1)land in a conservancy established under an Act of 
British Columbia;
(b)an ecological reserve established under an Act of 
British Columbia or Canada;
(c)an area in which mining activity is prohibited under the 
Park Act or under an order under the Environment and 
Land Use Act;
(d)Indian reserve land;
Where a mineral titles is registered and a portion overlies 
any of these areas listed above, no rights are acquired to 
the alienated land. A Free Miner cannot enter an Indian 
Reserve to access their mineral title unless they have 
permission from the band. 
Reserves established under the Mineral Tenure Act may 
prohibit the registration of claims within certain areas, or 
place conditions on any claims registered within that area.  
The rights of the mineral title holder to the minerals or 
placer minerals, and the right to enter onto the land, will 
be governed by the reserve, and may be non-existent for a 
No Registration Reserve or subject to specific conditions 
for a Conditional Reserve.
With the exception of private surface that includes freehold 
mineral rights, private lands are mineral lands.  However, 
section 11(2) of the Mineral Tenure Act provides that a 
free miner’s right of entry does not extend to land occupied 

by a building, the curtilage of a dwelling house, orchard 
land, and land under cultivation.  The exercise of rights 
on private land is governed by section 19 of the Act, with 
recognition as to the priority of the first right acquired, 
so free miners or recorded title holders should contact 
the owners of any private land before entering upon that 
land for any purpose.  Written notice must be given to the 
private land owner(s) prior to commencing any surface 
disturbance with mechanized equipment on private land.  
In all cases, free miners and recorded holders are liable 
for any loss or damage caused by reason of their entry 
onto private land.  Entry onto private land must be with 
agreement of the land owner, or authorized by an Order 
of the Mediation and Arbitration Board. – Mineral and 
Placer Rights in British Columbia
Free Miners are prospectors. These are the people who 
have discovered every mine in human history and have 
the right to stake a gold claim to explore for valuable 
minerals. All this work is done by individuals with hand 
tools such as a gold pan and a shovel. While Free Miners 
are free to explore for minerals, they are also governed by 
the Mines Act and guidelines such as Update 38. Update 
38 is a crippling guideline for the limitations it imposes on 
hand work. These limitations have created challenges for 
assessing a resource. At this point some of these resources 
can only be held and explored by hand until viable for 
work larger than Update 38.
When a viable placer or mineral discovery is made, the 
next step to developing a mechanical mine is through filing 
a Notice of Work (NOW) with the Ministry of Mines. 
Filing a Notice of Work is a complicated process. At this 
point the NOW enters consultation with the overlapping 
territories of Native Bands in the area. 
The Mines Act is a series of ground rules for mechanical 
operations. The definition of a mine is as follows
"mine" includes
(a)a place where mechanical disturbance of the ground 
or any excavation is made to explore for or to produce 
coal, mineral bearing substances, placer minerals, rock, 
limestone, earth, clay, sand or gravel,
(b)all cleared areas, machinery and equipment for use in 
servicing a mine or for use in connection with a mine and 
buildings other than bunkhouses, cook houses and related 
residential facilities,
(c)all activities including exploratory drilling, excavation, 
processing, concentrating, waste disposal and site 
reclamation,
(d)closed and abandoned mines, and
(e)a place designated by the chief inspector as a mine;
 The following refers to permits (permission)

Canadian Charter of Rights and FreedomsKing George III Proclamation of 1863

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/529_2004
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96293_01
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/mineral-exploration-mining/documents/mineral-titles/notices-mineral-placer-titles/information-updates/infoupdate38.pdf
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(6)The owner, agent, manager or permittee, or an 
inspector, may apply to the chief permitting officer for a 
revision of the conditions or an extension of the term of a 
permit issued under this section, and the chief permitting 
officer, if the applicant has complied with the regulations, 
if any, made under section 38 (2) (l) respecting revisions or 
extensions under this subsection, may revise the conditions 
or extend the term, as the case may be.
(7)For the purposes of subsection (6), if the chief 
permitting officer considers it necessary, the chief 
permitting officer may impose additional conditions or 
changes in the existing conditions, including changes to 
the security required or the term of the permit, with or 
without an application under this section.
As detailed above the definition of a mine is mechanical. 
The mines Act is explicit with requirements that have to 
be met for every mine (regardless of type) in the Province 
of British Columbia. The Health, Safety and Reclamation 
Code for Mines in British Columbia is another document 
that contains the regulatory standards necessary for all 
stages of a mines life.
It is very important for people to understand the definition 
of a mine and 10(1) of the Act. It is a requirement to have a 
permit (permission) in hand to perform mechanical works 
that meet the definition of a mine. The guideline of Update 
38 is also being used to determine filing a Notice of Work 
for hand work to gain an exemption letter. However, 
technical work such 
as photogrammetric 
surveying or passive 
seismic surveys are not 
mechanical in nature 
and are not required to 
have a Notice of Work.
A permit (Notice of 
Work) is gained by 
representation from 
government and 
ministry through the 
consultation process 
with the Native 
Bands. While it is 
important for the 
Free Miner to be a 
willing participant, 
it is also important 
for the Ministry 
and Government to 
properly represent our 
Free Miners as well as 
the Native Bands.

Free Miners ask permission every step of the way starting 
with our Free Miners Certificate. They exercise their right 
of mobility as any common citizen.

The purpose of consultation is to 

facilitate meaningful dialogue and a respectful 
government-to-government, nation-to-nation relationship 
between the Parties based on recognition of Aboriginal 
rights, respect, co-operation and partnership as reflected 
in the Principles Respecting the Government of Canada's 
Relationship with Indigenous Peoples, and implementing 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples in a manner consistent with Canada's 
Constitution;

promote more effective and efficient engagement through 
the Nation-to- Nation Forum;

establish the process set out in the Engagement 
Framework as the process for fulfilling Canada's duty 
to consult the First Nations on Applicable Activities, 
and which framework establishes the Parties' respective 
obligations;

engage on Strategic Topics to improve the government-to-
government, nation-to-nation relationship; and

work collaboratively to build consensus, and where 
possible consent, on decision making to address the 
Parties' respective rights and interests.

Queen Elizabeth II With Prime Minister Pierre Elliot Trudeau Signing The Canadian Charter Of 
Rights And Freedoms Into Law- April 17, 1982

Veteran of Five Survivors
Knoxville Sentinel December 14, 1911

The elder Henderson shared his story. They had just turned 
into Cross entry No. 18 from the main channel when the 
explosion occurred. They were all knocked down. H.A. 
Irish, “boss” of the crew, was thrown 20 feet and died soon 
after from his injuries.

His son G.T. Irish went to his fathers rescue and carried 
him to a place of safety. They found refuge in a room but 
his father told him there was no chance for him to escape 
alive. He said “you leave me here to die. God will get a 
way for you out of this place. You must take care of your 
young wife and little babies. God will take me home”

The young Irish was persuaded to leave his father and 
joined the party of four in the little room in entry No. 18.

Mr Henderson said that foul air followed them into the 
room but they fanned it back using their coats until they 
could build a brattice. There was some lumber nearby and 
soon they had constructed themselves a door. They left a 
hole at the top and one at the bottom. Bottom of the door 
for good air and top of the door to vent foul air out. How-
ever, because of the black damp, the holes were “stopped 
up” with their coats  
Straw that had been brought into the mine for tending to 
the mules was now being used as bedding. There the min-
ers rested and waited. They tried to find a way-out Sunday 
morning but the foul air was too much. Scott stayed with 
Irish to tend to his injuries Irish was suffering from severe 
burns. In concern for the needs of his friend, Arthur would 
not eat and only drank a small amount of water the entire 
time he was down there. These two would not see the oth-
ers until they were carried out of the mine.
The mine rescuers passed the Henderson’s brattice at 
No.18 but did not hear the victims beating on the door. 
Henderson could hear the mules and tram cars as they 
passed by and they knew rescuers were near them. Then 
on the night of the 11, a rescuer heard a noise and asked 
“What do you want?”. The elder Henderson with a voice 
sounding from the grave answered “ I want out of here”

Father and son broke down the brattice and the three min-
ers greeted their rescuers. Before leaving for the surface, 
Mr. Henderson gave directions to where Scott and Irish 
were bratticed up.

When Henderson emerged from the side, he was smoking 
his cob pipe, he was smoking his last pipe full of his tobac-
co having just been placed in the bowl. He had not finished 
his smoke when he arrived on the outside of the mine but 
no sooner had he finished than he asked for “some tobac-
co” December 12, 1911 Knoxville Sentinel

William Henderson

President T. I Stephenson - knoxville Iron Company

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/mineral-exploration-mining/documents/health-and-safety/code-review/health_safety_and_reclamation_code_nov2022.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/mineral-exploration-mining/documents/health-and-safety/code-review/health_safety_and_reclamation_code_nov2022.pdf
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Cross Mountain Miners Circle - Briceville Tennesseee. The 
obelisk was placed by United Mine Workers of America 

Shortly after the tragedy

Below is a list of men who did not return home after the 
explosion  Saturday

Gene Auit,  age 22, wife

Taylor Ault,  age 26, wife

John Allen,  age 23, wife

Henry Burton,  age 20, single

Henry Cannon, age 27, wife

James Corder age 32, wife, 4 children

Kelly Cooper age 31, wife, 3 children

E. F. Duncan age 42, wife, 4 children

Aaron Duncan age 27, wife, 3 children

Floyd Duff age 20, single

John Duff age 24, wife and son

Elijah Duncan age 50, married, 5 children

Earnest Elliott age 22, single

Joseph Farmer age 34, wife, 2 children

W. A. Farmer age 38, wife, 2 children

Gaines Foust age 43, wife, 4 children

Ben Gallaher age 30, married, 5 children

Reuben Gaylor age 44, wife, 3 children

William Gammon   45, wife, 4 children

William Henderson 52, wife, 1 child (Rescued)

Milton Henderson   20, wife (Rescued)

Parnick Hatmaker   28, wife, 3 children

Charles Hill age 18, mother, 4 brothers and sisters

A. P. Haynes  age 52, wife, 7 children

Sill Houston  age 36, wife, 5 children

Conda Harmon age 26, single

Sylvester Hudson    30, married, 5 children

H. A. Irish  age 50, wife, 5 children (grown)

G.T. Irish age 32, wife 1 child (Rescued)

Andrew Johnson      27, wife 1 child

Charles Kesterson    23, wife

Jefferson Lester age 65, married 5 children

R. J. Lester age 55 wife and 4 children

E. J. Long age 28, wife

Ted Leatherwood     26, wife, 3 children

Edward Oliver age 22, single

Thomas Marlow      29, wife, 3 children

John Marshall age 40, wife, 4 children

J. L. McQueen age 28, single

Richard McQueen   21, single

H. E. Martin age 26, wife, 2 children

John Martin age 19, single

Dan Martin age 25, wife, 1 child

Harry Martin age 28, wife, 3 children

Thomas Martin age 26, married, 3 children

Michael Marlin age 20, single

James Marlin age 50, wife, 5 children

Charles Marlin age 17, single

Sam Miller age 46, married

Emert Miller age 19, single

Melvin McKamey    26, wife

Joseph McQueen      28 married

Edward Olivey age 22, single

Oscar Olivey age 20, single

Lewis Penno age 40, wife, 2 children

Lee Poulston age 25, wife, 3 children

J. S. Peterson age 59, wife, 5 children

Lawrence Peterson  25, single

Roy Peters age 28, single

Eugene Peters age 22, wife, 1 child

Daniel Phillips age 30, wife, 4 children

Durvin Prior age 17, single

Pearley Rolden age 26, single

Albert Rolden age 20, wife, 2 children

Edward Risden age 26, wife, 2 children

James Robbins age 55, wife 6 children

Ewing Robbins age 21, single

Dave Robbins age 19, single

Francis Ridenhour  25, wife

Josephr Ridenhour  23, wife, 2 children

George Slover age 20, wife 1 child

Robert Sharp age 17, single

Irvin Smith wife, 3 children (Rescued)

J. E. Smith wife, 3 children

Arthur Smith age 26, single

Arthur Scott age 27, wife, 3 children (Rescued)

Thomas Thomas      40, wife, 1 child

Patrick Vallaloy        28, wife, 2 children

Tate Vallaloy age 32, wife, 2 children

John White age 30, wife, 4 children

Noah White age 54, wife, 5 children

James A. White        27, wife, 5 children

Charles White age 17, single

Charles Whitehead   23, wife

Alonzo Wood age 20, single

Len Wood age 22, single

James A. White        45, wife, 3 children

Charles Whitt age 19, single 

Inscribed on the barricade wall and now on his tombstone at Briceville

Dear Father, Mother, Brothers, and Sisters, I guess I have come to die. Well I started out and I came back to side track, and 
Lonzo Wood is with me. Air is not much now. Will be good, and I aim to pray for God to save me. All of you tell Clarence 
to wear my clothes out. Give him my trunk. I guess I will never be with you any more. Give Bessie Robbins a stick pin of 
mine. Tell her goodbye, so goodbye. Give them all my love. - Eugene Ault
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The Cross Mountain Mine explosion
Mitch Mortensen - In memory of Tim Gibson

The health safety and reclamation code for mines in British 
Columbia is written in blood. Everything within those 
pages is based from tragedy in the mining industrty.
The Cross Mountain Mine disaster on December 9, 1911 
in Briceville Tennessee is one. It was reported on this day 
that Canaries were used for the first time in mining history. 
Before the age of gas and diesel, coal was the energy 
backbone of the United States industry. In the early 1900’s  
coal was used to manufacture iron for construction and 
also used as fuel to supply steam engines.

A coal miner made about 1.60 for a ten hour shift in 1902. 
They and their family would live close to the mine and 
boys as young as nine would go to work in the mine. The 
girls were banned from the mine.
Coal mine fatalities in the USA from 1900 to 1940 ranged 
from as a low as 1300 to a high of 2800 fatalities per 
decade. This was an average of 250 per year. Significant 
decreases in fatalities began in the 1950’s and since 2000 
fatalities are less than 20 per year.
Today coal is still in wide use for steel making and 
generating electricity. Global coal production is 8,126Mt 
in 2022. Up from 3,500Mt in the mid 1970's. China is the 
largest producer of coal    

Briceville 
Saturday December 9, 1911
Mr. LaRue awoke the morning of December 9th, 1911 and 
prepared for his day shift at the Cross Mountain Mine. His 
wife rose that morning with tears in her eyes and begged 
her husband not to go to work that day.
She had had a terrible dream. She saw visions of headless 
and mangled forms emerging and being carried from the 
Cross Mountain mine while scores of sobbing women and 
children received them as the remains of those who had 
been their loved ones.
At first Hugh scoffed at the idea and proceeded to get 
ready for his shift. His wife refused to prepare dinner

(lunch) for him to take to the mine. Just as he was about to 
leave for his shift, he changed his mind. For the first time 
in many months Hugh LaRue decided to take the day off.
The Cross Mountain mine had been operating since 1888. 
It was owned by Knoxville Iron and Coal Company. This 
was a company that played a large part in the rebuilding 
of the south following the American Civil War. T. I. 
Stephenson was the President of the company.
The coal seam at the Cross Mountain mine is nearly four 
feet thick.  Main entries were cut to a height of 6 feet and 
cross entries were cut to a height of 5 feet.  The mine was 
ventilated by a 7-foot diameter Johnson disc exhaust fan 
that was mounted in an airshaft that was 12 feet in

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/mineral-exploration-mining/documents/health-and-safety/code-review/health_safety_and_reclamation_code_nov2022.pdf
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diameter and 102 feet deep.
The mine was outfitted with two electric power plants. 
These power plants provided electricity to the lights, fans 
and electric trains. Mules were kept onsite for hauling ore 
cars from more remote areas of the mine.
It was 230am when the fire boss went on his rounds to 
make an examination of the working places. He road on 
a motor and carried an open light. He examined a few of 
the working places and returned at 430am. He neglected 
to close the door at the 27th left. This caused a short 
circuiting of the air flow from there to the face of the main 
entry. 
At 630am, between 126-156 men had checked in. A lack 
of railroad cars meant a second trip would be necessary to 
carry the men into the mine. 89 men rode the first trip into 
the mine.
This mine was classified as non gassy but a roof fall at 
the 25 Left entry had released methane gas. Between 
230am onward the room was building with flammable gas. 
Then Ray Peters or Sam Robbins went to investigate the 
collapse with an open lamp… 
Mr. Prior was the day engineer at the powerplant. His job 
was monitoring the generator. He had the larger generator 
on the trolley and feed wires for the fan and mining 
machines. Since there would be no machines in operation 
until after the miners reached their working places, the 
generator would not be overloaded by a thin load. The 
circuit breaker on the larger generator blew out at exactly

7:20am. 
He had worked at the mine for ten years and it was 
customary to wait a minute before after the circuit breaker 
had blown out before throwing it back in again. At the 45 
second mark, he chanced to look outside the powerhouse 
door when he saw a shower of leaves and gravel come out 
of the opening adjacent to the power house
Samuel Farmer, Burt Hatmaker, and John Long, were just 
preparing to enter the mine when they were hurled from its 
mouth. 
Two miles within the mine and 800 feet beneath the crest 
of the mountain, the earth trembled with an explosion. 
Windows of nearby homes rattled from the shock of the 
blast. The night engineer could see dust and smoke rising 
100 feet into the air. Many of the lights in the Thistle mine, 
nearly a mile away flickered and were extinguished while 
the Cross Mountain Mine suddenly went dark. 
There was a terrible silence following that crack of doom 
as the people realized their worst fears.
Within minutes of the explosion, Superintendent Lynch, 
Foreman John Bulmer and Miner Henry Landrum went 
down the entrance to the place where the fan had been 
located. Clouds of black smoke poured from the mine 
entrance and intense heat could be felt. The presence of 
“after damp” (toxic mixture of gases made up of carbon 
dioxide, carbon monoxide and nitrogen) was also evident. 
John Bulmer was overcome with gases as he attempted a 
few paces beyond the damp. He was dragged to safety by

Lynch and Landrum. 
With tears of joy streaming down her face, Mrs. LaRue 
embraced her husband and thanked God that she had had 
the dream last night. Their little children are gathered 
about them rejoicing, too, that their father was yet alive. 
They joined in sympathizing with the little children who 
are gathered about the mine entrance wondering if their 
fathers have been killed. - December 10, 1911 Courier 
Journal, Louisville
Fires were lit above an abandoned air shaft. This was done 
to create currents of air that would suction the foul gases 
from the mine. It successfully cleared the first mile of the 
mine from foul air. This made it possible to advance the 
rescue work. Years ago, Squire J. E. Pemberton had charge 
of this now abandoned shaft and had kept fires burning in 
it night and day for the same reason. 
By 10am a new fan was being installed at the main 
entrance to force fresh air into the shaft, while a suction 
fan was being placed in a passageway of the nearby 
Beachey mine. This was meant to draw out the gases. 
Shifts of men were organized and by noon they had fifty 
experienced miners.
Word of the disaster reached J.J. Rutledge in Pittsburgh. 
He was a mining engineer with the Bureau of Mines. He 
was ordered to take the first train to the mine and take 
charge of the rescue operations. George S. Rice, chief coal 
mining engineer of the United States Bureau of Mines, 
and five other members of a committee were preparing a 
written report on their studies on mine safety abroad when

they learned of the explosion. Mr. Rice is the bureau’s 
expert in mine explosions and he left immediately from 
Washington for Briceville. Dr. J. A. Holmes, director of 
the Bureau of Mines also proceeded from Clinton N.C. to 
travel to the Cross Mountain Mine. 
News of the mine disaster reached the Knoxville mine 
rescue station. Soon a relief train was being prepared. 
Emergency equipment was delivered without delay to the 
Southern Railway station. It was the task of W.M. Denel, 
superintendent of the Knoxville division of the Southern 
Railway who oversaw the relief train but the departure was 
delayed in part due to T.I. Stephenson failing to be at the 
depot.
Several people boarded the relief train including Mr. 
Chandler and the train made good time to the mine 
arriving just after noon.
By dusk Saturday, the rescue had been organized and 
systemized. Mr. Stephenson (President of the Knoxville 
Iron company) and George Chandler (President of the 
Tennessee Coal company) had reached the mine and the 
volunteers were organized into squads of fifty men each. 
These squads were sent into the mine in shifts of two hours 
each. Relief headquarters were set up in a dynamo house 
where the workers were provided with food and water, 
overalls, lamps and other necessities.
The Cross Mountain mine is what is called a “shift mine”. 
A shift mine is where the main entrance extends back in 
the mountain almost on a level. The head or rear of the 
mine is a little higher than the entrance. There are cross

When disaster strikesWhen disaster strikes
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entries at intervals every 500 feet. All of them cut off. The 
men were at work in the main entry beyond the fan (2200 
feet from the entrance) in cross entries 21-27 on the right 
side and 18, 19, 22-23, 25-26 on the left. It was estimated 
the men were between 5000 and 10000 feet from the 
entrance to the mine.
The “after damp” made it impossible to enter the mine 
until Edgar S. Sutton (foreman miner in charge of the 
Knoxville rescue station) E. M. Owens (Knoxville rescue 
station) and an unknown miner used oxygen helmets. 
Sutton had brought the equipment such as five Draeger 
oxygen helmets, a pulmotor and oxygen tanks to charge 
the helmets with him on the relief train.
It was about 3pm in the afternoon when they were able to 
advance past the electric fan at the bottom of the air shaft. 
The fan was a mass of wreckage and they found their first 
body 600 feet beyond the air shaft and fan. 
It was the remains of Lee Poulston. He was an operator of 
the fan machinery. His body had been badly mangled. 
It was unknown how much debris was between them and 
the inner part of the mine. The debris had to be moved 
a mile to the mouth of the tunnel but President T. I. 
Stephenson believed they could reach the entombed men 
by midnight. Volunteers from nearly every mine in the 

Coal Creek and Briceville region began pouring in.
“I am in hope that the men will be reached by midnight 
(9th). According to topography of the mine the gases go 
generally into the entry in which the explosion took place. 
Most of the men in the place must have gone into the cross 
sections where they are employed in mining, and this, 
therefore causes me to believe that they escaped fatality. At 
least some of them.” T.I Stephenson, - December 10, 1911 
Courier Journal, Louisville
It was reported the Knoxville Iron Company placed 
an order for a carload of coffins expecting delivery on 
Sunday.  
Briceville was small mining town of about 1500 people. 
Nearly everyone from this community come out to help 
in any way they could. Thousands of people from all over 
descended on the mine. Some were relatives, some were 
friends and some were just curious. Many people who bore 
witness to the Fraterville disaster which entombed 216 
miners in an explosion a decade earlier were of the opinion 
that conditions are more terrible now than then.
Many women gathered as close as the restraining ropes 
would permit around the entrance of the mine, and, with 
wringing their hands and sobbing as through their hearts 
would break, they begged to be allowed to enter the shaft 

and search for their husbands and sons – December 10, 
1911 The Daily Journal and tribune, Knoxville
In the rescue room, fathers and brothers of men who were 
entombed worked feverishly, refusing to leave their posts, 
even though urged by others, and although volunteers 
for the rescue work were plentiful until they had worn 
themselves completely out physically and had to be aided 
to the pure air outdoors. - December 10, 1911 The Daily 
Journal and tribune, Knoxville
Later that evening at about 8pm, the rescue team found a 
second body. It was Pearlie Rolen and his remains were 
found in the main shaft. His body too had been badly 
mangled with a leg and an arm being torn from his chest 
and his torso badly misshapen.
 Foreman Will Farmer and Machine boss Thomas Thomas 
are both about 40 years of age. They were known to be 
resourceful and experienced. Some thought they would 
somehow survive. Others expressed that those working 
in the main entry must have perished. The only fighting 
chance was for those who were working in the cross 
entries and rooms. These cross entries extended from 2000 
to 3000 feet from the main entry and included a room. 
It is thought to contain enough oxygen to sustain them. 
However, they had to find a way to brattice off the tunnel 

so the foul gases couldn’t reach them. 
Two more bodies were found in the interior of the shaft 
from the fan. One was Taylor Ault and the other was 
mutilated beyond identification. 
“That an explosion in the Cross Mountain mine on 
account of the prevalence of dust and other conditions 
might be expected soon” has been the opinion expressed 
for some time by mining experts, miners, and others. 
Only last night it is said that Leslie Stone, a former deputy 
state mining inspector who is here now, told a number of 
men that “an explosion in that mine might be expected”. 
Because they feared that such an explosion might occur, it 
is alleged that a number of old miners who have worked in 
the Cross Mountain mine for years recently left it to accept 
employment in other mines – . Sunday December 10, 1911 
The Daily Journal and Tribune, Knoxville
State inspector George E. Sylvester had recently 
inspected the mine. The mine had also been inspected by 
a representative of a casualty company, which carries 
insurance on the employees of the company. Their report 
was that the mine was in excellent condition. - December 
10, 1911, Courier Journal, Louisville
The mine was inspected by J. F. Hatmaker on Friday (the 
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morning of the explosion). He left the mine at 430am that 
morning. It was reported he had been inspector of the mine 
for eight years. He claims that there was no trace of gasses 
in the mine when he emerged. 
Near midnight of the 9th, the rescuing party had succeeded 
in forcing their way past 20 of the 27 cross-entries. They 
had seven more to go and if no one was alive in these there 
is not a living man in the mine. They intended to continue 
past the 27th to the head of the mine. If they didn’t rescue 
anyone they would turn back and began searching for 
the dead. They hoped to reach the head of the mine by 
daylight. The youngest of the rescue parties are Jimmy 

Jeffries and Robert Perryman, both 
16 years old.
Sunday December 10 
Government Mine Rescue Expert 
Brown arrived in Knoxville later 
in the morning. He brought rescue 
work equipment with him. When 
he arrived, he found there was a 
special train waiting for him to 
transport him to the mine. On board 
the train he was riding were a car 
load of coffins. It was the “coffin 

and extinguish any fires where inflammable gas would be 
drawn over the fires causing another explosion. Efforts 
were to make the ventilation current in accordance with 
what it was prior to the explosion. Even with the frequent 
shifts, a few of the rescuers suffered exhaustion from being 
in the mine and had to be resuscitated.   
To this end the miners continued to remove debris and 
erected board brattices at the mouths of all cross entries 
and air courses. They were progressing sixty feet every 
thirty minutes. They also rebuilt the overcast on the main 
entry at the mouth of the thirteenth left entry. When the 
big fan at the side entry was put into operation at midnight 
forcing fresh air to the workers, it brought relief. Before 
then the heat was oppressive and workers emerged from 
the mine nearly overcome.
With the electrics out, the only way to move the mass of 
debris to the mine entrance was by mule drawn dump cars.
As the rumble of the car and the slow approach of the mule 
was heard by the mine, necks craned and throngs stand 
speechless and, it seems, almost breathless anticipation of 
some bit of material evidence of life being discovered in 
the mines. But as each car has emerged from the yawning 
entry, it has been found to contain debris or the mangled 
and lifeless form of a victim of the disaster. The bodies 

Train” bringing 100 caskets from Knoxville. Its shrill 
whistle resounded up the valley as if it were an echo of the 
call of death. 
The coffins were piled high one upon the other in front 
of the school house now converted to a morgue. The 
children’s desk had been removed and solid shutters were 
placed over the windows. It was nearly as dark as the mine 
itself. The building was open to the public for identifying 
bodies. 
The Church bells rang on this “Black Sunday”. The 
families were supposed to be gathering this day to practice 
for the Christmas entertainments to have been given 
Christmas night. Instead, the children were at the mouth of 
the mine where their loved ones were entombed. 
While the miners erected brattices, re-established 
ventilation, and removed the bodies, the men wearing 
the breathing apparatus advanced ahead of them. For the 
first time in mining history canaries were used to test air 
quality. Where carbon monoxide exists a bird cannot live. 
Carbon monoxide is impossible to detect by humans. They 
were only able to test it by the death of the bird. A canary 
accompanies each party. Many had died. The rescue teams 
with breathing apparatus explored as far as possible before 
the ventilation was established. They wanted to discover 

have been brought out as fast as found. Each has been 
tenderly placed upon a dump  car, covered with a blanket 
and drawn to the tip house where it has been reprepared 
for burial and transferred to a coffin to await the 
consignment to the tomb – December 11, 1911 Knoxville 
Sentinel
The first to be buried were Lee Polston, Taylor and Eugene 
Tult. The Little grave yard at Briceville was too small for 
all the victims.
It was the desire of the families of the miners that a new 
burying ground, dedicated only to the men who lost their 
lives in this catastrophe be founded and that they be 
all buried together and that one 
funeral service be extended to all.  – 
December 11, Knoxville Sentinel
Monday December 11
The weather had been fair leading 
up to the disaster but by the 
morning of the 11th, the weather 
had turned to heavy rain.
Concern grew over the fate of 
the widows and orphans. Their 
only means of support was gone Domestic Canary

Canary cage. the han-
dle is an O2 cylinder 
used to revive the bird
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and they were poor 
people. The Red Cross 
responded with sending 
a representative to 
Briceville. The Knoxville 
Sentinel began receiving 
subscriptions to the relief 
fund. In Knoxville it was 
reported a committee 
was formed to raise 
funds for the widows 
and orphans following 
a Board of Commerce 
directors meeting.

The value of a miner 
was based on a formula. The average age of the miner 
is 30 years. At that age, a mans life is valued at $15,000 
in earning power.  The Knoxville Iron company had 
employers liability insurance on its miners.
The bodies being recovered from the mine were men in 
debt to the mine. Many of them were fathers of children 
who are too young to earn a livelihood for themselves. 
Nearly every boy in the mining camp who was old enough 
to work was already working in the mine.
They had accounts at the commissaries beyond the amount 
due them for their labor, and thus their widows and 
orphans may be wholly dependent upon charity – Dec 11, 
1911, Knoxville Sentinel
By 2pm, 19 bodies had been found. Officials had the 
grim task of asking the many widows where to bury their 
husbands, sons and fathers. When Mrs. Henderson was 
asked about her husband, her reply was “ They need not 
dig his grave as he would be home alive tonight “
Twenty graves had been dug in the new Union cemetery 
west of Briceville. They were arranged in a circle with 

the expectation that a memorial would be erected in their 
memory. The grave diggers continued digging twenty 
more.   
About 5pm Monday December 11,  A. R. Brown, John 
Ferrell and John Richards were in a car in which one of 
the drivers was taking rescue apparatus into the mine 
along the main entry; when the car reached a point 
opposite to the mouth of the eighteenth left entry, which 
was stopped by a brattice. Brown heard someone pounding 
on the inside of the brattice, and asking to be let out. 
Assuming that the voice came from some of the miners 
who were engaged in putting up the brattices, Brown and 
Richards took a pick and tore a plank off the brattice and 
were astonished to find three men, the two Hendersons 
and Irwin Smith behind the brattice. William Henderson 
was smoking his pipe. Irwin Smith’s hands and face were 
burned, but the two Hendersons were in fair condition. 
The driver took the three men out to the mouth of the 
mine, after they had informed the rescue men that there 
were two men still in the barricade but unable to come out 
unassisted. One of the men was badly burned and in need 
of attention.
Ferrel ran along the main entry to the twenty fifth left 
entry, the rescue men were assembled and informed them 
that there were living men in the eighteenth left. A rescue 
corps was at once formed and they found the inscription 
on the eighteenth left door, and sign boards pointing to 
the barricade. They opened the barricade and brought 
Dorie Irish and Arthur Scott out. Dressings were placed on 
Irish’s burns and then the two were sent to the surface.
Irwin Smith’s ears, face and both hands were burned, the 
right one severely. He asserted the force of the explosion 
carried him some distance and dropped him so that he 
landed on his back. This statement seems corroborated 
by the fact that his back appeared to be sprained. When 

the explosion occurred he stated that he thought he felt 
the ground tremble and heard a distant sound and a 
flash of fire followed, which set his clothing on fire. He 
extinguished the fire in one of the tubs used for watering 
the mules. J.J. Rutledge, Mining Engineer.
“It was about 7:20 o’clock, Saturday morning when the 
explosion occurred. We were in left entry No. 18, at the 
time. Smoke immediately followed the explosion, but very 
little coal dust appeared. The explosion sounded like a 
death knell. John Duff came to me and said that we must 
leave the mine as there had been an explosion. Then all of 
us went to the left cross entry. No. 16, and remained there 
until rescued. Towards the last the bad air was terrible 
and the last hour was the worst. Dora Irish and myself had 
very little light most of the time. We built two brattices. We 
could tell that during part of the last hours the air was a 
little better, but the last hour was the worst. We found little 
water in the mine, which we drank. I had food but did not 
eat it. I had laid down to die, and all I did was to think 
about my past life.” Arthur Scott – December 12, 1911 
Knoxville Sentinel 
Scott is married with a small son. He was born in Canada 
and came to Heiskell station. Tenn., with his parents 
twenty years ago. He is 28 years old and had been 
employed by the mine for three months. 
Two miners thought to be John Duff and John Smith, were 
discovered on a wild run in the farthest recesses of the 
mine at 11pm.  The rescuers got on their trail but were 
unable to find them. The men were running up and down 
the main channel and entered cross entries that have been 
bratticed shut. 
The stillness of the dark recesses was broken by the wild 
screams of the men who had apparently lost mental control 
of themselves and wandered helplessly in the channel 
unable to find their way to its exit. -December 12 Knoxville 

Sentinel
Tuesday December 12
A three year old boy (son 
of Luther Woods) had 
dreamed his papa was 
behind one of them big 
doors in the mine and he 
would come out alive if 
the door was knocked 
down.  Upon rising this 
morning he had had 
another dream. That papa 
had died because the 
rescuers had not knocked 
down the door.
On the morning of the 12th the rescue workers continued 
to hear the wailing cries of the two men. All efforts to 
catch them had failed. Now they hoped to corner them 
before they ended their own lives or succumbed to bad 
air. It was believed they had gone to the further end of the 
mine and became confused in the dark. That confusion 
turned to panic as they grappled with the believe that 
they were facing death itself. The darkness was slowly 
consuming them. A party of fifteen continued to search for 
the two men to no avail.
The Chief of the Bureau of mines Dr. Holmes and J.J. 
Rutledge formed a 14 man search party. They intended 
to explore every cross entry in the search for survivors. 
The following is the first statement by Dr. Holmes since 
arriving at the mine
“Upon the high intelligence of the Cross Mountain miners 
I base my hopes of recovering many more men alive.” – 
Dr. Holmes December 12, 1911  
It was reported the oxygen helmets proved their worth. 

 Dr. Holmes George S. Rice
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Men wearing these helmets were able to remain in the 
mine much longer than those without helmets
Wednesday Dec 13
The men rescuers believed they could hear knocking on 
the walls of the mine Tuesday would not be found alive. 
The chalk marks rescuers encountered indicated they 
were drawn by Duff and Smith. These two were very 
familiar with the mine and other mines along the Cross 
Mountain channel. It was possible they had hemmed their 
way into a side entry. In their weakened mental state it 
was also possible they found their way in the dark to one 
of these abandoned entries deep into the mine. The main 
channel and the cross entries encompassed over 1600 
acres (800 hectares). The coal in 1000 acres had already 
been removed and the entries were abandoned. There was 
a dim hope that some of the men had escaped into these 
abandoned areas but it would take days to explore it all. 
A telephone line into the interior of the mine was 
completed and providing a means of communicating with 
rescue crews within the mine. No signs of life had been 
found all day. Rescuers had a theory about Sam Miller. 
Sam was a veteran miner with 18 years experience and 

the rescuers thought that 
he would be at the head 
of a party somewhere in 
the mine. They believed 
he would have attempted 
to lead them to a place of 
safety. The one place they 
were thought to be was at 
cross sections 19 and 22, 
inclusive. The area has 
four entry’s, each of which 
extends over a mile into 
the coal seam. This area is 
supplied by fresh air from 
the Thistle mine fan. Water 

flows in there too. 
19 more bodies were recovered including Sam Miller. All 
hopes on his knowledge and experience were dashed away. 
His party had only been dead a few hours when they were 
located. They were being driven by black damp and were 
found at the extreme head of cross entry No. 22. It appears 
they died of suffocation. The watch on James Gilbteah was 
still ticking. 
The men were lying on the floor in a circle, their heads 
together, pillows having been made of their miners caps. - 
December 14 Knoxville Sentinel
The body of John Duff was found in the sixteenth left entry 
about 425 feet from the main entry, on the evening of the 
thirteenth, between two heavy falls. He was sitting against 
the rib, his cap and unlighted lamp still on his head, and 
the pick about 25 feet out by the body, lying against the 
rib: the body was not burned and had the appearance of 
being dead but a short time. The body of Arthur Smith 
was found in the sixteenth left entry, about 20 feet from 
the breakthrough and 40 feet from where Duff’s body was 
discovered. The body was in the sitting position, and the 
axe which he carried when he left the barricade, was on 
top of the fall. – J.J Rutledge, Mining Engineer
Thursday December 14
$10,000 had been raised for the relief fund but even 
$50,000 would not go far for the widows and orphans. 
There were 89 men that went into the mine and only five 
would be rescued alive. There were 56 widows and 184 
orphans.
At the Sentinel Office a message was received from a 6 
year old boy named Robert Staley. 
“Mister, wont you send my Billiken bank and the $2.29 
cents in it to a little six year old boy of some miner who 
was killed in the Cross Mountain mine ‘splosion. I’ll have 
a happy Christmas, and I’m afraid he wont.”

Oxygen Tanks Draeger oxygen mask

Pulmotor

Restored to His Young Wife
Knoxville Sentinel December 14, 1911

“I was at my work in entry 18 when I heard an explosion. 
I jumped into the room and dodged fire. A great rush of 
air and smoke followed the explosion. Then came ‘after 
damp’, which smelt like burnt powder. I thought an elec-
tric motor was on fire, as one had been flashing fire that 
morning. The explosion put out our lights. We remained in 
the room for a few minutes and then the members of the 
party began hunting each other. We first thought we could 
get out safely and went into the entry, where we thought 
we could get fresh air. We then lighted our lamps which we 
had dropped in the entry when we heard the explosion. We 
were several hundred feet from the main entry in a cross 
entry. Horace Irish the boss of my gang, was in the man-
way when the explosion occurred and was thrown several 
feet and so badly injured that he died in about an hour. 
Then we went out where we thought we could get good air, 
but we were nearly overcome with smoke before we could 
light our lamps.”
Later we went to a side track at entry 19 where the mules 
drank. I became unconscious and how I got to the tubs for 
water I don’t know. Two mules were there and had their 
eyes burned out. They lived for one hour, being overcome 
at last by the damp. We were in the bottom of the entry 
and got some fresh air. It was Arthur Scott and John Duff 
who dragged me from the water tub to the left cross entry 
16 hallways. After that we built brattices in a cross hall. 
Our only air was obtained from the overcast. We had a fair 
natural ventilation for a while, and when the relief party 
got to work we got some air at times. In building the doors 
of the brattices it cut off a good deal of our air and like to 
have got us.
The  rescuers built a stone brattice at one left entrance and 
it like to have got us because it took our air from us. After-
ward they tore the stone brattice open and put in a door. If 
they had not done this we would have had better air. When 
they put in the brattice doors at entry 19 there was a dead 
mule in the way. 

We thought we heard the rescuers at work, but our heads 
were roaring and we began to dream. While I was slum-
bering I dreamt that I got out of the mine and was with my 
wife. It came true – it sure did.
In my dream I could not move. Then I would come to and 
revive. We kept time by our watches. While we were hunt-
ing for air we got to the door about 8:30 o’clock Monday 
night. My father scratched under the door and the air that 
whistled through the hole made us very sick. On Saturday, 
when we got good air for the first time after the explosion, 
we all vomited. My father stuck his light under the door

and pounded with a lump of coal. We all hollered. We were 
awful sick and weak. We heard a mule in the main entry 
going towards the head of the mine when the mule came 
back we made more noise. The mule stopped and the the 
rescue party took down the door for us to get out. When 
we got out we thanked god we had been saved. Father 
said that he would now be able to see his old lady and he 
jumped up and down with glee. He then lit his pipe “- Mil-
ton Henderson December 12
Miltons wife of a few months was confident Monday after-
noon that he would return alive. She said that she thought 
she heard him calling her Monday afternoon and that 
Monday night before returned she thought that she heard 
his footsteps. 

Milton Henderson and his wife of four months

All your Mining NeedsPhone 250.997.5757
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Lieut. Col. Arthur Willans  Morley

any capacity his country might be able to use him.
Promoted to Major
He was promoted to major in 1914, and served with 
the famous 8th at the historic engagements of Neuve 
Chappelle, Ypres, Langemarck, Festubert and Civenchy, 
and was mentioned in dispatches for conspicuous bravery, 
and commended ability on the field of battle. 
On July 13, 1915, he was seriously wounded by a German 
sniper, and when he was able to travel returned to Canada 
to help in the mobilization of other units.
At the time of his appointment to the command of the 
144th, he was second in command of the 90th battalion 
established a record for quick recruiting, general efficiency 
and splendid discipline and appearance. 
Member of Rotary Club
Col. Morley is a member of the Rotary club, being one 
of the original five Winnipeg business and professional 
men who organized the association. He is Past Master 
of Ancient Landmark NO. 3, A.F. and A.M. and A. and 
A.S.C.; a member of Mystic Shrine, Oddfellows lodge and 
Knights of Pythias.
In searching about for a right hand man to aid him in the 
organization of the 144th. He was fortunate enough to find 
Major F. H. M. Codville in a position to accept the offer of 
second in command of the new unit.
Hero of Festubert
Major Codville is the only son of the late J. J. Codville, of 
Codville and company, wholesale grocers, Winnipeg. He 
is a graduate of the Royal Military College, at Kingston, 
Ont., and was commissioned in the Royal Canadian 
Dragoons, Toronto, one of the first regiments to reach 
the front. Codville served as captain and adjutant in the 
terrific battles of Festubert, Givenchy and the operations 
at Messines. Sir John French paid him the compliment of 

mentioning him in dispatches, and Major Codville was 
granted the Military Cross for gallant and Distinguished 
service.
He returned to Canada in November, 1915 on account 
of the death of his father, and he gladly accepted Col. 
Morley’s offer to join him in the mobilization fo the 144th.
Recruits from Winnipeg
Col. Morley resolved, if possible, to recruit the new unit 
from Winnipeg and the surrounding districts. Recruiting 
stations were immediately opened at the Industrial bureau, 
the Grain Exchange, McIntyre block, Union depot, at 
663 Main street, in the Atlantic gardens and at 298 Notre 
Dame avenue, these stations being in charge of lieutenants, 
while a whirlwind campaign was started on the streets and 
by advertising in the press, in theater programs and on 
billboards.

Saturday, March 4, 1916
Unit Under Command of Lieut. Col. A. W. Morley 
Is Noted for Its High-Class Officers and Splendidly 
Equipped Barracks -  Claims Records for Recruiting – 
Branch of 90th Regiment.

~~
The present article tells the interesting story of the 
organization, development and present condition of the 
144th Overseas battalion, widely known as “Little Black 
Devils.” Under the capable leadership of Lieut. Col. A. W. 
Morley.

~~
The 90th Regiment, Winnipeg Rifles, more popularly 
known as the “Little Black Devils” is probably the most 
historic organization in Canada.
The motto on its crest is “Hostiacie Nominati,” which is 
Latin for what may be freely translated as “Named by the 
enemy on the field of battle.” This name, along with a 
good many others, some unprintable was bestowed on the 
original unit in 1885 by the followers of Louis Riel.
When it became necessary to send Canadian soldiers to 
Europe, the 90th go busy, and the first battalion, as the 8th, 
won undying fame in the snow-covered, crimson-stained 
ditches of northern France.
St Jullen, Langemark and Festubert are names that mean 
something in the history of the 90th regiment and also 
contain bitter memories for the survivors among the 
Germans who met the 8th regiment at them.
Reinforcements numbering more than 1,000 men were sent 
to the front during the spring and summer of 1915.
144th Overseas Battalion
Early in November, another battalion was mobilized. It is 
at present quartered in the Broadway drill hall, under the 
command of Lieut-Col. W. A. Munro, and is known as the 
90th battalion. So popular has the very name of the 90th 
regiment become in Winnipeg and Manitoba history, that 
Ottawa did not hesitate to authorize the organization of a 
third 90th regiment battalion, for which recruiting began 
on November 29, 1915, for what has become the 144th 
Overseas battalion, the subject of this article.
It might be stated here, parenthetically, that since the 
rapid mobilization of the 144th became impressed on 
official minds at Ottawa, orders have been received for 
still another, the forth, 90th Regiment battalion, the 190th, 
which is now under way and rapidly approaching 

completion – to be made the subject of a later story in 
these columns.
Morley Selected to Command
Two days later, Dec. 1, a commanding officer was 
appointed, and it would be difficult to conceive of a better 
selection than Ottawa made in this case, when it named A. 
W. Morley as lieutenant-colonel and officer commanding.
A. W. Morely was born in Huntsville, Mustoka, Ont., 
in the year 1880. When he was 19 years of age he 
came to Winnipeg and entered the Manitoba university, 
specializing in law. He graduated with honors in 1904, was 
married three years later to Miss Gertrude Marion Wilson, 
a popular Winnipeg girl, and practiced law successfully 
from the time of his graduation until war was declared.
Leaned to Military Life
Although Morley’s ambitions were to perfect himself in 
the study and practice of his profession, he nevertheless 
displayed a leaning towards military life, for in 1901, at 
the age of 21, he joined the 90th regiment as a private. 
His first commission was granted in 1904, when he 
became Lieut. Morley. He received an appointment in the 
Canadian Contingent which attended and the coronation 
ceremonies of King George V., In 1911, and was made 
adjutant in 1913.
When Great Britain answered the insolent challenge from 
Berlin, in August, 1914, Morley was not less slow in 
answering the call, and he volunteered for active service in 

THE WINNIPEG EVENING TRIBUNE

History of the Popular 144th Battalion 

King George V Coronation
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consequent disorganization. Every man has his allotted 
tasks and he achieves results by virtue of the fact that he 
is the right man in the right place. Besides the individual 
responsibility of each member of the force for the labors 
he himself performs, there is a noticeable spirit of co-
operation and unity in desire to obtain results in the 
quickest and most efficient fashion that is a distinct credit 
to the officers in charge.
Were the officers of the 144th to make an exhibit in a glass 
case of the rarest thing in their organization possibly the 
prize would go to “red tape,” for the writer saw less false 
formality and stilted officiousness and subordinate timidity 
than in any unity he has had the privilege of examining 
thus far.
Every man feels that he has enlisted for the purpose of 
sacrificing his life, if called upon and there is nothing to 
be ashamed of about it, and less to fear from the presence 
of the very men who are placed above him by reason of 
their special fitness for the business of officering, There 
is, of course, sound discipline and adherence to military 
regulations, but there is also frankness and fearlessness and 
friendliness everywhere evident.
Ventilation is Perfect
There is a splendid furnace in the basement which heats 
the entire building to a comfortable degree. The washroom 
for the men of No. 2’ (“B”) company, who have their 

sleeping quarters on the second and third floors, is also 
located in the basement. It is disinfected every day, kept 
spotlessly clean by scrubbing every morning, and running 
water flushes the latrines every 15minutes. The ventilation 
here, as elsewhere throughout the edifice, is perfect, this 
being a special hobby with Col. Morley, as indeed, it 
is with all officers who saw the distressing conditions 
obtaining at Salisbury Plains that horrible first winter in 
England.
Double-Deck Bunks
On the second floor are half the double-deck bunks of No. 
2 company. These are neat, comfortable and sanitary, and 
the lighting arrangements throughout the building furnish 
sufficient light to read this article by in the early evenings. 
First extinguishers are placed around the walls in easily 
accessible places, and a convenient fire-escape leads into 
the alley at the rear.
On the top floor, the remaining half of the company’s 
sleeping quarters in situated. The company orderly room, 
a model of neatness and systematic organization, occupies 
a room at the rear of the floor, overlooking the fire escape, 
and receiving plenty of sunlight in the early afternoons.
The officers meet occasionally at rooms at Smith street and 
Broadway where short lectures on topics of interest to their 
duties are delivered by competent members of the staff and 
visiting military authorities. Ordinarily, being a Winnipeg 

Squads of from four to eight men in charge of a corporal 
or sergeant were detailed to each of the above stations. 
Meetings were conducted in Transcona, Bird’s Hill, and 
all the industrial centres around Winnipeg and at the 
C.P.R. and C.N.R. railway shops. The 90th battalion 
helped out by detailing 50 men and officers to assist the 
younger organization, and gatherings were addressed at 
Whitemouth, Gladstone, and numerous other adjacent 
municipalities.

Battalion Grows Quickly

The first company organized was quartered at the 
Broadway drill hall in charge of Lieuts. Murry and Woods. 
The Conference hall at the Industrial Bureau was next 
obtained for men’s quarters. A little later, a part of the bible 
house, on Alexander avenue, and a portion of the Maltese 
Cross building, were utilized for accommodation of the 
fast-growing battalion.

Then a princely gift, indeed, was vouchsafed the 144th, 
when C. F. Forrester loaned the use of the Forrester 
building on Fort street. Previous to this time the battalion 
took its meals with the 90th at the mess rooms on Good 
street.

Reaches Full Strength

Active recruiting was suspended Feb. 17, the battalion 
having reached full strength. The weeding out process then 

started, while unusually desirable recruits who presented 
themselves were taken on to fill the places of men who 
were dropped or transferred to other battalions.

Headquarters of the 144th is situated in the Lewis 
Furniture company building, Main street, and the changes 
which have taken place in the old abandoned edifice, not 
so long since gutted by fire, are largely due to the energy 
and directing genius of Capt. F. Varlow, adjutant, a veteran 
of the South African campaigns.

Rooms of Officers

On the main floor are situated the commanding officer’s 
room, the battalion orderly room the quartermaster’s 
department, and the paymaster’s office. There is an 
air of bustle and contentment that speaks tones for the 
smoothness of the office organization. The usual formulas 
are followed that exist in all Canadian units, the interests 
of discipline largely effacing all individuals and regard 
to the routine in business is carried on. But in the 144th, 
possibly more than in any other organization in Winnipeg, 
may be seen a willingness to accomplish results, a 
regularity of system and cheerfulness of office personnel 
that immediately impress the visitor to the quarters.

Spirit of Co-operation

This is due principally, to the fact that Capt. Varlow has 
made every effort to do away with lost motion and its 
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of the Fort Garry Hote, and inspection of this new unit 
going through its squad, company and battalion maneuvers 
showed rapid assimilation of military orders by the men, 
and wholehearted interest in the days work by officers and 
privates alike. 
Every provision, then, has been made for looking after the 
men’s individual and collective welfare. Commitments to 
provide entertainment, athletic exercises and spiritual well-
being for the soldiers have been appointed by the staff and 
men themselves.
Y.M.C.A. Secretary Aids
A Y.M.C.A secretary cooperates with the heads of the 
committees to assist in doing good for the men, and as the 
organization gets under way every indication points to its 
becoming one of the crack battalions of western Canada.
Surely its officers are second to none, its men are gradually 
being molded into an organization that will proudly carry 
on, be perfectly able to carry on, the glorious traditions 
of all battalions that have been mobilized under the 90th 
Winnipeg regiment.

~~
The 144th was later absorbed into the 18th Reserve 
Battalion on January 12, 1917
Arthur Willans Morley died on 15th July 1964 and is 
buried in the Elmwood Cemetery. He is commemorateed 
by Morley Avenue in Winnipeg.

unit, the officers mess at home and sleep there as well.
Battalion Mess Room
The Forrester building brick and cement is situated on 
Fort street. It is six stories high and the entire place is 
turned over to No. 1, No. 3 and No. 4 (“A,” “C,” and “D”) 
companies, which occupy four of the floors, the third being 
used for the battalion mess room.
The ground floor is not entirely made use of by the 144th, 
so that is may be said the battalion is better off, as far as 
ventilation is concerned, than if part of it were quartered 
on the main floor.
The sleeping arrangements throughout the second, forth, 
fifth and sixth stories are comfortable and in every respect 
sanitary. When the men are out of the bunks, the bedding 
and tick are rolled up windows are opened wide, and a 
squad gets busy cleaning the floors and bottoms of the 
bunks.
Fresh, Crispy Atmosphere
The use of disinfectants, plenty of them, is characteristic 
of the place, and there is an agreeable odor of fresh, 
crisp, frosty atmosphere mingled with a mild fragrance 
of chloride of lime, the disinfectant chiefly affected, that 
is invigorating in the extreme. Inspection of the premises 
is made every day by the O.C., himself and he says that 
he has yet to find fault with the cleanliness and discipline 
maintained.

The three company orderly rooms are on different floors, 
together with the company quartermasters’ offices and the 
usual adherence to military rulings and office procedure 
inaugurated in the battalion orderly rooms obtains.
Have Eleven Cooks 
There are 11 cooks, including a capable sergeant cook, 
to look after the feeding of the battalion. The Kitchen is 
located at the rear of the room, and contains great ranges 
boilers for heating water, grocery storeroom and butcher 
shop, and sinks to wash dishes in.
More than 1,070 men are fed three times a day, and so 
complete are the arrangements for handling the serving of 
the food that no confusion exists when the hungry soldiers 
tramp into the hall to get their meals and depart satisfied 
both as to quantity and quality.
Food is substantial
A glance at the diet sheet for the week showed splendid 
provision for substantial, muscle-building food. The 
right amount of meat and vegetables and sweets has been 
arranged by a food scientist attached to the battalion, and 
questions put casually to individuals on different floors 
were answered in a spirit and phraseology denoting 
complete satisfaction with conditions, gastronomic, mental 
and spiritual.
Interested in Work
The battalion drills on the old lacrosse grounds in the rear 

Prince George

1685 3rd Ave
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The Jim Adit
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N.Eyles and S.P. Kocsis
The Royal Military College is over one hundred  and forty 
years old. It was founded in 1874 when the Dominion 
Government , led by Alexander Mackenzie, passed an act 
in Parliament to establish a military college
"for the purpose of providing a complete education in all 
branches of military tactics, fortification, engineering, 
and general scientific knowledge in subjects connected 
with and necessary to thorough knowledge of the military 
profession." 

On June 1, 1876, 
the Military 
College of Canada 
opened its doors 
to the first class 
of eighteen officer 
cadets. These are 
the "Old Eighteen," 
known by name to 
all officer cadets 
today. Two years 
later, in 1878, Her 
Majesty, Queen 
Victoria, granted 
the College the 
right to use the 
prefix "Royal."
The dragoons were 
established in 1883 
as a cavalry unit. 
They had already 
served in the North 
West Rebellion 
and Boer War. 

Now it was the First World War and they were mobilized 
in September 1914. They sailed to England with the First 
Canadian Contingent in October and then deployed to 
France in May the following year
Francis Hilary Macdonell Codville was born on June 14 
1889 In Ottawa Ontario. He graduated from The Royal 
Military Colledge at Kingston Ontario in 1911. He was 
commissioned into the Royal Canadian Dragoons, Toronto. 
He would later become known as the Hero Of Festubert.
On the morning of May 13, 1915, 433 howitzers began 
a 60 hour bombardment of German defences. 4.5 and 6 
inch guns rained on Communication trenches and German 
parapet’s. The bombardment that lasted longer than 
originally intended. Then, just before midnight on the 15th 
of May the infantry launched their attack. It was to be the 
first time Canadian troops went on the offensive during 
World War 1. Over the next ten days the British made 
small advances, but less than hoped. When it was over, 
16,000 casualties were sustained in the attack at Festubert. 
Nearly 2500 of them were Canadians who were either 
killed, wounded or reported as missing. 
It was reported in the Birmingham Daily for August 
20, 1915 that Lt. F.H.M. Codville as of June 26 was 
temporarily promoted to Captain and Adjutant. However, 
following his fathers death on Oct 7th, Major Codville 
returned to Canada in November 1915. He accepted Col. 
Morley’s offer in mobilizing the 144th Battalion. This 
force was later absorbed into the 18th Battalion in January 
1917.
The Winnipeg Tribune Dated March 04 1916 reports, 
Captain Codville served as a Adjutant in “terrific battles 
of Festubert, Givenchy and the operations at Messines. Sir 
John French paid him the compliment of mentioning him 
in despatches and Major Codville was granted the Military 

Cross for gallant and distinguished service.”
On a Awards Citation Card dated for March 3, 1918 it 
records his rank as a Major. The details of the card are as 
follows
“Name brought to notice of the secretary of state for War 
for valuable services rendered in connection with the war” 
– W.O. Communique.
At the time The Military Cross was the second level of 
military decoration awarded to officers of the British 
Armed forces and officers of the Commonwealth. The 
award was created on 28 December 1914. 
In the September 1925 Canada militia and defense forces 
lists 1832, 1863-1939, F.H.M. M.C as a Brev. Lt-Colonel 
of the P.P.C.L.I. (Princess Patricias Canadian Light 
Infantry)
A brevet is a form of military commission formerly used in 
the U.S. and British armies. Under the system in which an 
officer was customarily promoted within his regiment or 
corps, a brevet conferred 
upon him a rank in the 
army at large higher than 
that held in his corps.
Following the war Lt. 
Col. Codville  married 
Marguerite and their son 
James Francis Codville 
was born June 9, 1921 in 
Victoria.  
Lt. Col. Codville located 
the Jim claim in June 
1936. 
The earliest record of 
F.H.M. Codville on the 

Jim group (Pete) and Midas claims was in 1947. That year 
they used a portable 90lb gasoline driven jack hammer 
to expose numerous quartz veins in surface trenches. A 
crosscut was started on the Don Fraction to explore a vein 
on the Jim Claim. They continued cross cutting on the Jim 
Group as they endeavoured to intersect a vein they had 
previously found. This is about 21 feet.
 1950 reported they had completed 50 feet of crosscut. In 
1952 they did 218 feet of exploratory drifting. 1953 was an 
additional 197 feet employing two men. 
Then in 1953 a scandal unfolds. Lt. Col. F.H.M Codville 
authors a pamphlet that creates a stir in the British House 
of Commons. 
Early in January 1953 an anti-Semitic pamphlet entitled 
Plans of the Synagogue of Satan was published in British 
Columbia, received wide distribution throughout Canada 
and was even mailed to members of parliament in Great 
Britain. The author of the pamphlet was subsequently 
identified as Colonel F. H. M. Codville, a member of the 

Snowshoes and gold

Lt. Colonel Codville and the Jim Mine 
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… The Brigade on its right also maintained its position; 
as did also the Cavalry Division, except the left squadron. 
which, when reduced to sixteen men, fell back. The 
2nd Essex Regiment, realising the situation, promptly 
charged and retook the trench, holding it till relieved by 
the Cavalry. Meanwhile a counter-attack by two Cavalry 
Brigades was launched at 2.30 p.m., and succeeded in 
spite of very heavy shrapnel and rifle fire, in regaining the 
original line of trenches, turning out the Germans who 
had entered it, and in some cases pursuing them for some 
distance…8th Dispatch
After the conclusion of the Battle of Festubert the 
troops of the First Army were engaged in several minor 
operations. By an attack delivered on the evening of 15th 
June after a prolonged bombardment the 1st Canadian 
Brigade obtained possession of the German front line 
trenches north-east of Givenchy but were unable to retain 
them owing to their flanks being top much exposed... 9th 
Dispatch 

Sir John French

James (Jim) Codville 
attended Duncan 
High School prior 
to his enlistment in 
June 1940 with the 
R.C.A.F. He received 
his wings and rank of 
leading aircraftsman 
on March 1, 1941 
as one of the first 
graduating class of 
No. 7 Service Flying 
Training School, 

Macleod, Alberta. He was commissioned as a Pilot Officer 
before his 19th birthday
No. 407 Coastal Strike Squadron was formed at Thorney 
Island, England on the 8 May 1941,
first training on the Bristol Blenheim. It was one of seven 
Article XV RCAF units to serve
with RAF Coastal Command. The squadron's wartime 
history can be divided into two periods.
From September 1941 to January 1943, the squadron 
operated as a "strike" squadron attacking
enemy shipping with the Lockheed Hudson. It was as a 
strike squadron that it won its reputation
and its nickname "The Demon Squadron".
Pilot Officer Jimmy Codville flew 13 sorties (including 
4 attacks) with the 'Demons' between September and 
November 1941 The crew were carrying out an anti-
shipping sortie when shot down. Codville's body later 
washed ashore.

James (Jimmy) Codville

Bristol Blenheim

Lockheed A-29 Hudson

Recruitment PosterFestubertt Festubertt

Festubert Battlefield Map Trench Warfare
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vein zone and trends southeastward through the Jim claim. 
Surface stripping in the northwest corner of the Ridge No. 
4 claim and in the south east corner of the Jim claim has 
exposed a large number of veins which lie in a zone 
about 500 feet long and 200 feet wide and whose general 
trend is a few degrees west of north. Many of the vein 
outcrops are incompletely exposed, and many of them 
seem irregular in outline. Their irregularity in shape is 
the result of the veins forming along two intersecting 
fracture sets, one striking northeastward (north 40 to 60 
degrees east) and the other striking eastward (north 80 
degrees east to south 80 degrees east); few veins occupy a 
simple fracture of one direction or the other. As a rule one 
fracture direction dominates, and offshoots from the vein 
occupy fractures having the other direction. Commonly 
veins shown in Figure X strike north 45 degrees east with 
offshoots striking north 80 degrees east.
Between June 25 and October 14 1954, they 
did another 98 feet of drifting and 150 feet of 
crosscutting. The cross cutting was meant to 
intersect both the Main and Don Veins. The 
Don vein was intersected and followed by a 
drift for 98 feet in an easterly direction. They 
were unable to reach the Main due to sub 
zero temperatures. This was the same year 
they bulldozed a road from the Jim Group to 
the top of Base Mountain where it joins the 
old road to the Cariboo Hudson mine.
W.F. Edwards and G. Burgleman, did 180 
feet of crosscutting through 1955. The 

main vein was intersected and two new veins, The A and 
B, were discovered by this cross cutting. The season of 
1956 was another 50 feet of cross cutting, some diamond 
drilling and hauled 50 tons of ore by truck to the pilot mill. 
Changes in the milling process were contemplated as gold 
recovery was considered unsatisfactory. 
In June 1960 an investigation report (IR 60-66) was 
published by R.W. Bruce from the Mineral Processing 
Division. It had remained classified until March 10, 2022 
when a request for the document led to it being released to 
the public. 
The summary of that report details that 85% of the gold in 
the first sample was free milling and could be recovered 
by barrel amalgamation. Flotation of the sample recovered 
95% of the gold.
These results were obtained from a 30lb sample. The 

Social Credit party. The provincial Social Credit party 
and Premier W. A. C. Bennett disclaimed all knowledge 
of, and repudiated responsibility for, the pamphlet. – Louis 
Rosenberg
The Nanaimo Daily News Jan 31, 1953 reports 
Col. Codville denied the tract as anti-Semitic. The scandal 
resulted in him resigning from the Cowichan-Newcastle 
branch of the Social Credit Party, in order to absolve the 
party from any responsibility for the publication of the 
pamphlet.  
“I do not want to be known as the author” Col. Codville 
stressed. “I merely compiled information from many 
sources for the pamphlet”
One of the sources of information was a speech 
purportedly made by a rabbi in Budapest in 1952. That 
speech was all about world control and Eustrace Mullins 
claimed he had received a copy of the speech from a 

below - Looking into the Jim Tunnel from the entrance

Bulgarian diplomat defecting from the Communist 
government. Except the speech had never happened. Col. 
Codville had mistaken the speech for fact! 
Bulletin 34, the Holland Report was released in 1954. 
It locates the Jim portal  about 320 feet south of the 
northwest corner of the Ridge No.4 claim. A few small 
quartz veins were noted by Bowman on Horseshoe Gulch 
at the head of Luce Creek. The adit was started in 1946 
and is driven north east for 105 feet where it is crossed 
by a northerly striking fault. One branch 40 feet long was 
driven northward along the west side of the fault, and 
another 93 feet long was started on the east side of the 
fault but crossed back to the west side near the face of the 
drive. The northerly striking fault is exposed in two places 
underground as a gouge zone 2 to 4 feet wide. All the veins 
underground strike north eastward. They range in width 
from a few inches to 30 inches but most are less than 12 
inches wide.  
The claims are underlain by northwesterly striking, 
hard grey quartzites of the lower and middle Snowshoe 
members. These lie in a syncline whose western limit is 
an anticline of Midas black silty quartzite at the northwest 
corner of the Pete claim and whose eastern limit is a 
narrow anticline of Midas black silty quartzite at the 
northeast corner of the Jim claim. This structure, the Jim 
syncline, is continuous from Horseshoe Nail Gulch to 
French Snowshoe Creek. Its axial plane is close to the Jim 

Eustace Mullins Louis Rosenberg

Above-mineral formation based on description in Holland 
Report. Below - Cross Section of Jim Syncline

Illustration of the Jim Mine
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The gold in sample 1 is fairly fine-grained and , as far as 
can be determined, is mostly associated with the sulphide 
minerals.
The last entry in the Annual Reports on the Jim group is 
for 1960. 
The Jim showing comprises quartz veins and lenses 
contain gold values that outcrop at elevations of from 
5720 to 5780 feet on the ridge N0.4 and Jim Claims. The 
showings have been explored underground from an adit 
at 5638 feet elevation by about 1200 feet of drifts and 
crosscuts.
Work done in 1960 consisted of four diamond drill holes 
totalling 500 feet. These holes were drilled in the adit. A 
crew of two to three men was employed from June 30th 
until August 17th.
 In a conversation with Lt. Col. Codville’s son Donald, 
I was told it was an outcrop they found on surface and 
drove a tunnel under it. He commented that his father was 
an amateur geologist. That he had his own ideas about 
geology that were not endorsed by any geologists.
I was unable to learn anything regarding the Colonel’s 
promotion. He was like many of the vets from the Great 
War…he didn’t talk about it. To name his mine after his 
father and son says a lot about the man. There can come 
a point in a persons life where its not about the gold 

anymore. It becomes about family, about spending that 
time together and living an adventure.
Lt. Col. Codville died July 14, 1970 in Cowichan Bay BC. 
He was 81 years old.

report notes that in a letter dated November 17, 1959 
Colonel Codville said they were using a 15 ton  Gibson’s 
Amalgomator to process the material. The recovery of 
gold had “fallen off” and Col. Codville wished to have 
some tests run to determine the reason for this. He needed 
information to determine if there was a better method for 
recovering gold from the ore. The primary sample came 
from the “A” Vein in the south cross cut. The assay of the 
gold was 0.135oz per ton.
Samples were prepared and studied under an ore 
microscope. They also used X-ray diffraction patterns to 
identify minerals
Polished sections revealed the gangue consists largely of 

milky white quartz with small dark patches of soft, fine 
muscovite and clay. Coarse, cubic pyrite is abundantly and 
unevenly scattered through the gangue. 
Under a microscope, tiny, sparsely disseminated particles 
of rutile are also visible and the pyrite contains small 
inclusions of galena, sphalerite, native gold and gangue. 
These inclusions are usually located near a border in a 
pyrite grain. All of the gold seen occurs in pyrite with the 
largest particle measuring 52 microns.
The second sample was taken from the “B” vein in the 
North crosscut. This one had massive sphalerite and galena 
predominate but the proportions of those minerals occur 
as coarse to fine disseminated particles, sometimes follow 
fractures in quartz.
Each mineral contains inclusions of the other as well as 
those of pyrrhotite, pyrite and galena. Where massive 
sphalerite and galena adjoin, the boundary between the 
two is often somewhat corroded as if one has attacked 
and replaced the other. Irregular particles of chalcopyrite 
are locally common and rare, tiny grains of galena and 
sphalerite are present throughout the mass.
Only 1300 grams of sample 2 was available for test work. 
It is the results of these analyses that show this sample 
cannot be classed as gold ore. However, the results do 
reveal a high level of Lead at 17.16% and Zinc at 6.1%. 
Silver from this sample is 12.75 oz per ton.

(IR 60-66)published by R.W. Bruce

Gibson Amalgamator Muscovite Rutile Quartz

Pyrite Galena

Silver oreSphalerite

Pyrrhotite Chalcopyrite Zinc Lead

Cowichan Bay

bhlcpa.ca

dane@bhlcpa.ca

Direct 778-764-2652                        
Office 250-564-2515

10-556 North Nechako 
Road, Prince George, B.C.

 7-320 Mackenzie Blvd
 PO Box 1862 
 Mackenzie, BC 
 V0J 2C0 
 PH: 250-997-3426 
 northernglass@telus.net

Northern Glass
Your Local Glass Specialist

• Automotive
• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Custom Cut Glass & Mirror
• ICBC Glass Claims
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ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES

Members of Parliament
Bob Zimmer ~ 250-787-1192, bob.zimmer.C1A@parl.gc.ca
Taylor Bachrach ~ 250-877-4140, taylor.bachrach@parl.gc.ca
Todd Doherty ~ https://www.todddoherty.ca/

Legislative Assembly of BC
Minister of Mines, Bruce Ralston ~ 604-586-2740, bruce.ralston.MLA@leg.bc.ca
MLA Shirley Bond ~ 250-612-4181, shirley.bond.MLA@leg.bc.ca
MLA Mike Morris ~ 250-612-4194, mike.morris@leg.bc.ca

REGIONAL HEALTH & SAFETY INSPECTORS

Northeast /Central Region ~ mmd-PrinceGeorge@gov.bc.ca 
Brian Oke ~ Senior Health, Safety, & Environment Inspector, 250-565-4387, 250-640-8299, brian.oke@gov.bc.ca
Bambi Spyker ~ Health, Safety, & Environment Inspector, 250-565-6131, 250-981-4550, bambi.spyker@gov.bc.ca

Northwest Region ~ mmd-Smithers@gov.bc.ca 
Doug Flynn ~ Senior  Inspector of Mines, Health, & Safety,  250-847-7386, 250-877-9747, doug.flynn@gov.bc.ca 
Scott Parker ~ Inspector of Mines, Health, & Safety, 250-847-7453, 250-877-3363, scott.r.parker@gov.bc.ca

Business Directory

Resource Directory

Beswick Hildebrandt Lund............................................250-564-2515
Books & Company.........................................................250-563-6637
Bull Dog Diesel.............................................................250-997-1560
CO-op  Food Store........................................................250-997-3335
Eureka The Everything Store........................................250-295-7979
Mackenzie Hose & Fitting.............................................250-997-5757 
Norcan Consulting .......................................................250-614-1653
Northern Glass ............................................................250-997-3426
Northern Towing............................................................250-988-1969
Orogenic Regional Exploration .................................... 250-877-2154
Snowshoe Mountain Resources .................................. 250-988-1325
West Coast Placer.........................................................778-255-0289

Nugget Membership - List your company in our Business Directory for $50/year. 
Platinum Gold and Silver members are granted a free listing.

WE ARE A JUNIOR CANADIAN 

EXPLORATION COMPANY 

WITH A STRONG PORTFOLIO 

OF PRECIOUS AND BASE 

METAL PROPERTIES IN BRITISH 

COLUMBIA.

Blake Morgan - President
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◊  Consulting & Research Services
◊  Investment Opportunities
◊  Management Services

Mine Management, Project Layout, Tenure 
Management, Equipment & Labour Aquisition,  
NOW (notice of work) Applications, SOW 
(statement of work) Filings, Water Crossing SOPs, 
etc.  

◊   Health & Safety Services
Emergency Response Plans, Health & Safety Plans 
(COR, SECOR, SIngle Operator

Snowshoe
Mountain
Resources

SMResources.ca

WE are a privately owned Archaeological and Cultural 
heritage consulting firm based in Prince George. 
Established in 1994, our team has provided dedicated 

and experienced archaeological assessments on over 7000 developments for clients and communities throughout 
central British Columbia. Norcan's 28 years of in-field knowledge of northern and central BC plus our unparalleled 
trail data combined with information obtained from the Archaeology Branch, orthographic imagery, LIDAR maps 
and ethnographic research makes it possible to provide our clients with risk free assessments and project 
recommendations to avoid impacting sites. An inclusive working relationship with First Nations in BC allows us to 
sensitively address their concerns and provide recommendations for managing their Traditional Uses and Cultural needs.   

WE pride ourselves on promoting a culture of safety and accountability while achieving 
our goals and promises to the clients, communities,  First  Nations and government bodies

•Our Employees are trained in Environmental Management Systems

•Safe Certified

•COR Certified

Norcan Consulting Ltd.

1877 Queensway Street

Prince Geroge, B.C.  V2L 1L9

HIGHWAYS • RAILWAYS • FORESTRY 
PROJECTS • MINING • PIPELINES • PARKS • 
PRIVATE LANDS • ENGINEERING • LOCAL 
AND PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT REQUESTS

Phone# (250) 614-1653

Fax# (250) 614-1655
norcan.admin@norcanc.com

Norcanc.com

http://www.smresources.ca/
mailto:norcan.admin%40norcanc.com?subject=
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